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On SOURCES FOR KEESING’S RECORD OF WORLD EVENTS 


Keesing’s research editors constantly monitor a vast range of news sources to ensure a comprehensive and reliable information service. Our sources 
; SY include the following publications and websites as well as press releases and information from embassies, governments, high commissions, pressure 
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Q groups, and all major international organisations. 


) Africa News—Al-Ahram Weekly—Al-Hayat—The Annual Register—Antigua and Barbuda High Commission Newsletter-—Arabnews.com—Argentina Star—Asahi Shimbun—The Asian Age newspaper—The 


A/C Baltic Times—Bangkok Post—BBC Online—BBC Global News Monitoring Service—Brazilink Foundation Weekly News—Caribbean and Central America Report—CBS News—China Daily—CIA Chiefs of 
= State and Cabinet Members—Daily Mail and Guardian (South Africa)—The Daily Star (Bangladesh)—DR1 Dominican Republic Daily News—The Economist—El Khabar (Algeria)—Embassy of Greece 
a CR Newsletter—El Mercurio—E! Pais—Electronic Telegraph—Environmental News Network—EU News—Europa Year Book—Facts on File—Financial Times—Frontline (India) —Global Insight—The Globe and 
— - Mail—The Guardian—The Guardian (Nigeria)—Hellenic Resources Network—Iceland Review—lISS Military Balance—The Independent—Inside Costa Rica—Institute for Europe-Latin America Relations— 
International Foundation for Election Systems—international Herald Tribune—international Monetary Fund website—The Irrawaddy (Burma)—Jakarta Post—The Jerusalem Post (Internet edition)— 
Kommersant (Russia)—La Repubblica—Latin American Caribbean and Central American Report—Latin American Weekly Report—Le Monde Diplomatique—Middle East Economic Digest—The Nation news- 
paper (Thailand)—NATO website—News from Iceland—New York Times—NRC Handesblad—The Observer—O Globo—Pacific Islands Report news service—The Portugal News—Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty Newsline—South China Morning Post—The Straits Times—Suddeutsche Zeitung Online—Sudan.net—The Times—The Times of India Online—Turkish Daily News—UB Post (Mongolia)—United 

Nations Information Service—The Washington Post—Western Sahara Weekly News—Whitaker's Almanack—White House and Government Information—The World Bank Group website 


A 
ABKHAZIA see GEORGIA, Abkhazia 


ABORTION 
Italy: 
Support by Silvio Berlusconi for proposed 
“moratorium on abortion” (April 2008) 48536 
Spain: 
Strike by private abortion clinics protesting 


> against harassment by government inspec- 
e tors (Jan. 2008) 48367 
ACQUIRED IMMUNE DEFICIENCY 
SYNDROME see AIDS 


AFGHANISTAN 
Appointments: 

Former Talibaan commander Mullah Abdul 
Salaam as head of Musa Qala district (Jan. 
2008) 48358 

Gulab Mangal as governor of Helmand 
Province (March 2008) 48472 

Casualties: 

Report by UNHRC on “gratuitous” civilian 
deaths and criticism of lack of records (May 
2008) 48584-85 

Death penalty: 

Appeal by student against sentence for writings 
critical of Islam (May 2008) 48585 

Rescinding of sentence on student after inter- 
national campaign of protest (Feb. 2008) 
48410 

Sentencing of student for article critical of 
Koran’s teaching on women (Jan. 2008) 
48358 

Elections: 

Confirmation of dates for presidential and leg- 

islative elections (April 2008) 48532 
Foreign relations: 

UK 
Tension over deployment of UK troops in 
Helmand province (Jan. 2008) 

48357 
Helmand province: 

Controversial remarks by new governor (March 

2008) 48472 
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF): 


AFGHANISTAN (contd) 


of force (Jan. 2008) 48357 

Attack on ISAF convoy in Helmand (March 
2008) 48472 

Authorisation for deployment by USA of more 
troops in 2009 (April 2008) 48531-32 

Deployment of US Marine expeditionary force in 
Helmand province (April 2008) 48532 

Promise of deployment of more French troops 
(March 2008) 48472; (April 2008) 48531 

Two UK Royal Marines killed by roadside bomb 
in Helmand (March 2008) 48472 

Unauthorised disclosure of presence of Prince 
Harry serving with UK troops (Feb. 2008) 
48411 

NATO: 

Announcement of intention for Afghan forces to 
take over security in Kabul from July (April 
2008) 48531 

Criticism by US Defence Secretary Robert 
Gates of German deployments (Feb. 2008) 
48410 

Tensions amongst NATO allies over relative 
contributions to operations (Feb. 2008) 
48410 

President: 

Assassination attempt against President Karzai 
at military parade in Kabul (April 2008) 
48532 

Investigation of assassination plot and arrest of 
two state employees (May 2008) 48584 

Security: 

Bomb attack on Canadian patrol in Spin Boldak 
district (Feb. 2008) 48410 

Car bomb in market in Helmand (March 2008) 
48472 

Death of four civilians in air strike called in by 
UK forces (March 2008) 48472 

Death of two US soldiers in suicide bombing 
(March 2008) 48472 

Demonstration by women demanding release of 
kidnapped US aid worker (Jan. 2008) 48358 

Suicide bombing in mosque in Helmand capital 
Lashkar Gah (Jan. 2008) 48358 

Suicide bombing of Serena Hotel in Kabul (Jan. 
2008) 48358 

Suicide bombing on outskirts of Kandahar (Feb. 
2008) 48410 

Violent protests at report of use of Koran as tar- 


AFGHANISTAN (contd) 


get practice by US soldier (May 2008) 48585 
Storms and floods: 
Death toll from exceptionally heavy snowfall and 
extreme cold (Jan. 2008) 48358 
Talibaan: 
Ambush of road workers in Zabul province 
(April 2008) 48532 
Appointment of former Talibaan commander 
Mullah Abdul Salaam as head of Musa Qala 
district (Jan. 2008) 48358 
Assassination attempt against President Karzai 
at military parade in Kabul (April 2008) 
48532 
Capture of Mullah Mansur Dadullah by 
Pakistani forces in Baluchistan (Feb. 2008) 
48410 
Claim by Mullah Naqibollah about assistance to 
escape from prison in Kabul (Jan. 2008) 
48358 
Confusion over fate of Mullah Mansur Dadullah 
(Jan, 2008) 48357 
Intention of new governor of Helmand province 
to negotiate with anti-government forces 
including Talibaan (March 2008) 48472 
Speculation around issue of negotiation with 
Talibaan (Jan. 2008) 48357-58 
Suicide car bombing of convoy of foreign troops 
in Kandahar (April 2008) 48532 
UN: 
Appointment of Norwegian diplomat Kai Eide as 
special envoy (March 2008) 48472 
Resolution 1806 to extend mandate of UN 
Assistance Mission UNAMA (March 2008) 
48472 
Veto by President Karzai of appointment of Lord 
(Paddy) Ashdown as “super envoy” (Jan. 
2008) 48357 ; 


AFRICA 


see also AFRICAN UNION (AU) 
Africa-India summit, New Delhi: (April 2008) 
48510-11 
“Delhi Declaration” on co-operation (April 2008) 
48511 
Plans to cut tariffs on African imports to India 
(April 2008) 48511 
Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS): 
Summit in Burkina Faso (Jan. 2008) 48342 


dl Appointment of Gen. David McKiernan as head 
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AFRICA (contd) 
Economy: 

IMF in talks with 10 countries on possible sup- 
port to deal with high food prices (April 2008) 
48511 

Meeting in Addis Ababa to discuss impact of 
rising food prices (April 2008) 48511 

Foreign relations: 

Announcement by French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy of new policy reducing military 
bases in Africa (Feb. 2008) 48397-98 

Tour of US President George W. Bush: 

Visits to Benin, Tanzania, Rwanda, Ghana, and 

Liberia (Feb. 2008) 48397 


AFRICAN UNION (AU) 
Somalia: 
Authorisation of troops from Burundi (Jan. 2008) 
48337 
Summit: 
Addis Ababa (Feb. 2008) 48397 
Election of new commissioners (Feb. 2008) 
48397 
UN: 
Resolution 1809 to enhance co-operation 
between UN and AU (April 2008) 48511 


AID AGENCIES see INTERNATIONAL 
COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS (ICRC); 
ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERA- 
TION AND DEVELOPMENT (OECD) 


AIDS 
see also HEALTH AND EPIDEMIC 
DISEASES 
Vaccine: 
Lack of progress in development of effective 
vaccine (Feb. 2008) 48444 


AL-QAIDA see QAIDA, AL- 


ALBANIA 
Appointment: 
Gazmend Oketa as defence minister (March 
2008) 48490 
Disaster: 
Explosions in arms depot in Gerdec (March 
2008) 48490 
Resignation: 
Defence Minister Fatmir Mediu (March 2008) 
48490 


ALGERIA 
Foreign relations: 
USA 
Visit by delegation to Guantanamo Bay to 
confirm identity of 17 Algerians (March 2008) 
48498 
Security: 
Arrest of man suspected of organising 2007 
bomb attacks in Algiers (Jan. 2008) 48384 
Car bomb targeted at police station in Thenia 
(Jan. 2008) 48384 
Killing of eight Algerian gendarmes in ambush 
by Islamist militants (Feb. 2008) 48443 
Military operation in Boumerdes province 
against rebels of Al-Qaida Organisation in 
the Islamic Maghreb (April 2008) 48555 
Suicide car bomb attack in Naciria claimed by 
Al-Qaida Organisation in the Islamic 
Maghreb (Jan. 2008) 48384 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
Annual report: (May 2008) 48613 
Italy: 
Criticism by Amnesty International and others of 
treatment of Roma (May 2008) 48598 
Russia: 
Claims by Amnesty International of restrictions 
on freedom of expression (Feb. 2008) 48426 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL (contd) 
Somalia: 

Allegations by Amnesty International of attacks 
on civilians by the transitional national gov- 
ernment (TNG), Ethiopian soldiers, Islamists, 
and bandits (May 2008) 48565-66 


ANGOLA 
UN: 
Request by Angola for withdrawal of UN Office 
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR) (April 2008) 48511 


ANTARCTICA 
Climate change: 
Disintegration of Wilkins ice shelf (March 2008) 
48499 
Continental shelf: 
Ruling by UN Commission on the Limits of the 
Continental Shelf on extension of Australian 
control (April 2008) 48557-58 


ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 
Appointments: 
Confirmation of Joanne Massiah as agriculture 
minister (May 2008) 48575 
Joanne Massiah as acting agriculture minister 
(Feb. 2008) 48405 
Cabinet: 
Death of Minister of Agriculture Charlesworth 
Samuel (Jan. 2008) 48348 
Elections: 
By-election after death of Charlesworth Samuel 
(March 2008) 48458-59 
Obituary: 
Walter, Sir George (former premier) (March 
2008) 48459 


ARAB LEAGUE 
Lebanon crisis: 
Diplomatic intervention by delegation led by 
prime minister of Qatar (May 2008) 48606 
Meeting in Cairo to approve plan to end crisis 
(Jan. 2008) 48381 
Summit: 
Damascus 
Boycott by Lebanon (March 2008) 48498 


ARCTIC 
Conference: 
Commitment to UN Convention on the Law of the 
Sea to resolve competing claims to Arctic sea- 
bed and mineral resources (May 2008) 48614 


ARGENTINA 
Appointment: 

Carlos Fernandez as economy minister (April 

2008) 48516 
“Dirty war”: 

Confirmation of extradition of Rodolfo Eduardo 
Almirén Sena to Argentina (Feb. 2008) 
48403 

Death by shooting of key witness Paul Alberto 
Navone (Feb. 2008) 48403 

Extradition from Spain of former naval officer 
Ricardo Miguel Cavallo (March 2008) 48458 

Trial of former general Luciano Benjamin 
Menendez and other officers on charges of 
1977 murder of left-wing activists (May 2008) 
48573 

Economy: 

Statistics on inflation rate (April 2008) 48516 

Strike by farmers protesting against increased 
export taxes (March 2008) 48458 

Foreign relations: 

Rejection by Spain of request for extradition of 
former President Maria Estela Martinez 
(April 2008) 48516 

UK 


Protest over grant of licences for oil explo- 
ration north of Falkland (Malvinas) Islands 
(May 2008) 48574 
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ARGENTINA (contd) 
Nuclear issues: 
Agreement with Brazil on construction of joint 
nuclear power station (Feb. 2008) 48403 
Resignation: 
Economy minister Martin Lousteau (April 2008) 
48515-16 
Security: 
Further strike by farmers (May 2008) 48573 
Suspension of strikes by farmers protesting 
against increased export taxes (April 2008) 
48516 


ARMENIA 
Appointment: 
Artur Bagdasaryan as secretary of national 
security council (May 2008) 48594 
Cabinet: 
New (April 2008) 48546 
Elections: 
Presidential (Feb. 2008) 48426-27 
Upholding of results by Constitutional Court 
(March 2008) 48474-75 
Law and legislation: 
Amendments to law on public assembly (March 
2008) 48475 
National Assembly: 
Agreement on coalition of four of five major par- 
ties (March 2008) 48475 
President: 
Inauguration of Serzh Sarkisian (April 2008) 
48545 
Statement by opposition supporters of former 
President Levon Ter-Petrossian of willingness 
to engage in dialogue with government 
(March 2008) 48475 
Victory in elections for Serzh Sarkisian (Feb. 
2008) 48426-27 
Prime Minister: 
Appointment of Tigran Sargsyan (April 2008) 
48545 
Security: 
Declaration of 20-day state of emergency 
(March 2008) 48474-75 
Failure to release more than 100 opposition 
supporters arrested in March in Yerevan 
(May 2008) 48594 
Post-election crisis with violent clashes between 
opposition protester and security forces 
(March 2008) 48474-75 


ARMS TRADE 
see also DISARMAMENT AND ARMS CONTROL; 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
Saudi Arabia: 

Announcement of controversial arms deal with 

USA (Jan. 2008) 48380 
Sri Lanka: 

Sale of missiles by Slovakia in breach of EU 
code of conduct on arms exports (April 
2008) 48529 

Thailand: 

Arrest of notorious arms dealer (March 2008) 

48465 


ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH-EAST ASIAN NATIONS 
(ASEAN) 
Burma: 
Meeting agreeing to channel aid for cyclone 
victims via task force (May 2008) 48576 


ASYLUM see IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION, 
Asylum 


AUSTRALIA 
Aboriginal issues: 

Announcement of statement about “stolen gen- 
erations” of children removed from families 
(Jan. 2008) 48362 

Formal apology by Prime Minister Kevin Rudd 
for historical treatment of Aborigines (Feb. 
2008) 48418 


” 


AUSTRALIA (contd) 
Appointments: 

Air Marshal Angus Houston as chief of air staff 
and chief of defence forces (March 2008) 
48473 

Lt-Gen. Ken Gillespie as chief of army staff 
(March 2008) 48473 

Vice Adml Russell Crane as chief of naval staff 
(March 2008) 48473 

Community issues: 

Rejection of application to build Islamic school 

in suburb of Sydney (May 2008) 48589 
Corruption: 

Report recommending charges against police 

officers in Victoria state (Feb. 2008) 48418-19 
Defence: 

Announcement of comprehensive review of 
armed forces (March 2008) 48473 

Appointment of new chiefs of staff (March 2008) 
48473 

Discovery of wreck of World War II cruiser 
HMAS Sydney (March 2008) 48473 

Economy: 

Budget including spending cuts to dampen 
inflation (May 2008) 48589 

Raising of central bank interest rates (March 
2008) 48472 

Warning on effect of inflation on agricultural 
exports (March 2008) 48473 

Governor General: 

Nomination of Quentin Bryce as first female 

governor general (April 2008) 48533 
Health: 

Report on testing of toxic herbicide Agent 

Orange in Queensland (May 2008) 48589 
Media: 

Expiration of ban on David Hicks telling of story 
of capture and detention by US forces 
(March 2008) 48473 

Prime Minister: 

Foreign tour by Kevin Rudd to USA, Europe, 
and China (April 2008) 48533 

Questioning over Chinese sponsorship of trip to 
Sudan (March 2008) 48473 

Visit to Papua New Guinea (March 2008) 48473 

Public Policy Forum: : 

Conference to put forward public policy propos- 

als (April 2008) 48533 
Storms and floods: 

Heavy rainstorms in eastern Australia (Jan. 

2008) 48362 
Tasmania: 

Election of David Bartlett as state premier (May 
2008) 48589 

Resignation of state premier Paul Lennon (May 
2008) 48589 


AUSTRIA 
Community issues: 

Court ban on woman facing terrorism charges 
for refusal to remove full-face Islamic veil 
(March 2008) 48482 

Criticism of far-right politician's remarks on 
Prophet Mohammed (Jan. 2008) 48378 

Security: 

Attacks on local politicians by packages con- 

taining corrosive acid (March 2008) 48482 
Social issues: 

Widespread outrage at case of daughter impris- 
oned by father and who bore seven children 
by him (April 2008) 48542 


AVIATION 
Congo (DRC): 
Crash of passenger aircraft of Hewa Bora 
Airways near Goma (April 2008) 48505 
Equatorial Guinea: 
Crash of airliner with reported deaths of high- 
ranking politicians and officials (April 2008) 
48509 


AVIATION (contd) 
EU: 
Approval of new minimum requirements for avi- 
ation security (March 2008) 48490 
Indonesia: 
Report on 2007 crash of Adam Air airliner 
(March 2008) 48463 
Italy: 
Approval of takeover of Alitalia by Air France- 
KLM (March 2008) 48488 
Macedonia: 
Crash of military helicopter in fog near Skopje 
(Jan. 2008) 48374 
Nepal: 
Crash of UN Mission in Nepal (UNMIN) helicop- 
ter (March 2008) 48467 
Poland: 
Crash of Polish airforce plane at Miroslawiec air 
base (Jan. 2008) 48371 
Sudan: 
Crash of airliner killing senior officials and mili- 
tary officers (May 2008) 48567 
Venezuela: 
Death of all passengers and crew in crash of 
airliner near Merida (Feb. 2008) 48404 


AZERBAIJAN 
Nagorno-Karabakh: 
Heavy fighting between Armenian and 
Azerbaijani forces (March 2008) 48475 


BAHRAIN 
Appointments: 
Crown Prince Shaikh Salman bin Hamad bin 
Isa al-Khalifa as deputy commander-in-chief 
of army (Jan. 2008) 48384 
Hoda Nono (a female Jewish member of 
Consultative Council) as ambassador (May 
2008) 48612 
Shaikh Mohammad bin Abdullah al-Khalifa as 
defence minister (Jan. 2008) 48384 
Dismissal: 
Defence Minister Lt-Gen. Shaikh Khalifa bin 
Ahmed al-Khalifa (Jan. 2008) 48384 
Security: 
Demonstrations demanding release of Shia 
activists (Feb. 2008) 48443 


BANGLADESH 
Cabinet: 
New interim (Jan. 2008) 48353 
Community issues: 

Ruling on entitlement to citizenship of Urdu- 

speaking Biharis (May 2008) 48581 
Corruption: 

Case alleging extortion against former Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina Wajed (Jan. 2008) 
48353-54 

Charges laid against leader of hardline Islamic 
Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh party (May 
2008) 48580 

Filing of new charges against former Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia (Feb. 2008) 48410 

High Court ruling on invalidity of extortion case 
against Sheikh Hasina Wajed (Feb. 2008) 
48409-10 

New charges against BNP leader Khaleda Zia 
(May 2008) 48580 

Some evidence against Sheikh Hasina Wajed 
eaten by termites (May 2008) 48581 

Suspension of proceedings against former 
prime ministers Sheikh Hasina Wajed and 
Khaleda Zia (March 2008) 48468 

Economy: 

Approval by IMF of emergency assistance to 
deal with effects of Cyclone Sidr (April 2008) 
48527 

Ban on export of most types of rice (May 2008) 
48581 


BANGLADESH (contd) 

Riots by garment workers demanding higher 
wages to compensate for soaring food prices 
(April 2008) 48527 

Shortage of rice after crop damage by cyclone 

«(April 2008) 48527 
Elections: 

Legislative 
Setting of date in December (May 2008) 
48580 

Foreign relations: 

India 

Border clashes (Jan. 2008) 48354 
Health: 

Avian influenza 
Recovery of young child in first human case 
in country (May 2008) 48581 

Human rights: 

Claim by son of former Prime Minister Zia of 

torture in prison (Jan. 2008) 48354 
Political parties: 

Agreement of two factions of BNP to reunite 
(May 2008) 48580 

Refusal of Awami League and BNP to join dia- 
logue before release of Sheikh Hasina Wajed 
and Khaleda Zia (May 2008) 48580 

President: 

Grant of pardons for four university teachers 
convicted of EPR violations (Jan. 2008) 
48354 

Security: 

Designation by USA of Harakat-ul-Jihad-i-lslami 

as terrorist organisation (March 2008) 48468 
Supreme Court: 

Ruling against granting of bail in cases brought 
under the Emergency Powers Rules (April 
2008) 48527-28 

Ruling on case against Sheikh Hasina Wajed 
brought under Emergency Powers Rules 
(May 2008) 48580 

Transport: 

Resumption of rail service between Dhaka and 

Calcutta (April 2008) 48527 
Trials: 

Conviction of former minister Salahuddin 

Ahmed for corruption (Jan. 2008) 48354 
War crimes: 

Call by army chief of staff for prosecution of col- 
laborators during 1971 war of independence 
(March 2008) 48468 

Women’s issues: 

Protests by Islamists against reform of law on 
women’s inheritance rights (April 2008) 
48527 


BARBADOS 
Cabinet: 
New (Jan. 2008) 48348 
Elections: 
Legislative (Jan. 2008) 48348 


BELARUS 
Appointments: 
Syamyon Shapira as agriculture minister (April 
2008) 48548 
Cabinet: 
Changes (April 2008) 48548 
Dismissal: 
Agriculture Minister Leanid Rusak (April 2008) 
48548 
Economy: 
Protests by small businesses against regula- 
tions limiting employment of family members 
(Jan. 2008) 48378 
EU: 
Permission for establishment of European 
Commission (EC) office (Feb. 2008) 48424 
Foreign relations: 
USA 
Declaration of US diplomatic staff as personae 
non grata (May 2008) 48604 
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BELARUS (contd) 
Further expulsions of US diplomats (April 
2008) 48548 
Recall of ambassadors and reduction in 
embassy staff in ongoing diplomatic dis- 
pute (March 2008) 48477 
Security: 
Arrest of about 30 journalists (March 2008) 
48477 
Arrest of opposition demonstrators (March 
2008) 48477 
Release of six political prisoners (Feb. 2008) 
48424 
Temporary release of opposition leader 
Alyaksandr Kazulin (Feb. 2008) 48424 


BELGIUM 
Cabinet: 

New (March 2008) 48483 

Postponement of vote on boundaries of bilin- 
gual electoral district of Brussels-Halle- 
Vilvoorde (May 2008) 48604-05 

Resumption of talks to seek agreement on new 
government and constitution (Jan. 2008) 
48378 

Constitution: 

Agreement on reform to allow limited economic 
and financial autonomy for regions (Feb. 
2008) 48434 

Economy: 

Budget 
Extra revenue to offset inflation (Feb. 2008) 
48434 

Political parties: 

Change of name of Social Progressive 
Alternative Party to Flemish-Progressives 
(April 2008) 48550 

Foundation of new Pro-bruxsel regionalist party 
(April 2008) 48550 

Prime Minister: 

Appointment of Yves Leterme as head of coali- 
tion government (March 2008) 48483 

Resignation of caretaker Prime Minister Guy 
Verhofstadt (March 2008) 48483 


BELIZE 
Cabinet: 
New (Feb. 2008) 48402 
Elections: 
Legislative (Feb. 2008) 48401-02 
Referendum on elections to Senate (Feb. 2008) 
48402 
Political parties: 
Election of John Bricefio as leader of People’s 
United Party (April 2008) 48518 
Resignation: 
PUP leader Said Musa (Feb. 2008) 48402 


BHUTAN 
Cabinet: 
New (April 2008) 48525-26 
Elections: 
Legislative (Jan. 2008) 48352 
Petitions to King Jigme Khesar Namgyel 
over one-sidedness of elections (April 
2008) 48526 
Results (March 2008) 48466-67 
Foreign relations: 

Visit of Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 

(May 2008) 48579 
King: 

Formal handover of government by King Jigme 
Namgyel Wangchuk to parliament (May 
2008) 48579 

National Council: 

Final nominations by King Jigme Khesar 

Namgyel (March 2008) 48467 
Political parties: : 

Dismissal of petition alleging election irregulari- 
ties by Bhutan Harmony Party (DPT) (April 
2008) 48526 
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BHUTAN (contd) 
Prime Minister: 
Appointment of (Lyonchen) Jigme Yoser Thinley 
(April 2008) 48525-26 
Security: 
Four bombings in capital claimed by United 
Revolutionary Front of Bhutan (Jan. 2008) 
48352 


BIN LADEN see LADEN, OSAMA BIN; QAIDA, AL- 


BOLIVIA 
Appointment: 
Santos Ramirez as president of state energy 
company YPFB (March 2008) 48457-58 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Jan. 2008) 48346 
Constitution: 

Approval for referendum on controversial draft 
constitution (Feb. 2008) 48402-03 

Failure of talks to end crisis over new constitu- 
tion (Jan. 2008) 48346 

Majority unofficial referendum vote in Santa 
Cruz department favour of regional autono- 
my (May 2008) 48573 

Suspension of proposed referendums on consti- 
tutional and land reforms (March 2008) 
48457 

Economy: 

Further nationalisations of gas and oil compa- 

nies (May 2008) 48573 
Energy: 

Agreement with Russian Gazprom company on 
exploration of natural gas reserves (March 
2008) 48457 

Failure to agree on proposal switch supplies of 
natural gas from Brazil to Argentina (Feb. 
2008) 48402 

President: 

Announcement by Evo Morales of “recall refer- 

endum” (May 2008) 48573 
Storms and floods: 

Disastrous flooding in northern Bolivia (Feb. 

2008) 48403 


BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA 
Dismissals: 

Foreign Minister Sven Alkalaj and two deputy 
ministers subject to legislature approval (May 
2008) 48595-96 

EU: 

Progress on signing of pre-accession 
Stabilisation and Association Agreement 
(April 2008) 48549 

Political parties: 

Formation of new Independent Party of B-H 

(April 2008) 48549 
Security: 

Adoption of important police reform legislation 

(April 2008) 48549 
War crimes: 

Reduction in sentences by appeals chamber of 
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY) on two Bosnian Muslims 
(April 2008) 48549 

Sentencing of Bosnian Serb commander Dusan 
Fustar (April 2008) 48549 

Sentencing of three more Bosnian Serbs (April 
2008) 48549 


BOTSWANA 
Appointment: 
Lt-Gen. Mompati Merafhe as vice president 
(April 2008) 48510 
Cabinet: 
New (April 2008) 48510 
President: 

Handover of power from Festus Mogae to Vice 
President Lt-Gen. Seretse Khama lan 
Khama (son of first president) (April 2008) 
48510 
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BRAZIL 
Appointments: 
Carlos Minc as environment minister (May 
2008) 48574 
Edison Lobao as mines and energy minister 
(Jan. 2008) 48347 
Edson Santos as racial equality minister (Feb. 
2008) 48403 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Feb. 2008) 48403 
Economy: 
Award of investment grade credit rating to Brazil 
(May 2008) 48574 
Legal challenge to programme of social welfare 
changes (March 2008) 48459 
Net creditor status for first time in history (Feb. 
2008) 48404 
Energy: 
Sharp increase in oil company shares after 
speculation about recent offshore discover- 
ies (April 2008) 48517 
Theft of laptop holding data about recent off- 
shore oil and gas discoveries (Feb. 2008) 
48404 
Environment: 
Crackdown on illegal logging (Feb. 2008) 48404 
Surge in rate of deforestation in Amazon rain- 
forest (Jan. 2008) 48347 
Foreign relations: 
France 
Strategic alliance with technology transfer 
and reciprocal diplomatic support (Feb. 
2008) 48403-04 
President: 
Visit by President Luiz “Lula” da Silva to Cuba 
(Jan. 2008) 48347 
Resignations: 
Environment Minister Marina Silva (May 2008) 
48574 
Racial equality minister Matilde Ribeiro (Feb. 
2008) 48403 
Security: 
Arrest of over 50 people in social security fraud 
investigation (April 2008) 48517 


BRUNEI 
Economy: 
Budget (March 2008) 48474 


BULGARIA 
Appointments: 
Meglena Plougchieva as deputy prime minister 
responsible for EU aid (April 2008) 48544 
Cabinet: 
Changes (April 2008) 48544 
Energy: 

Agreement signed with Russian President Putin 

for new gas pipeline (Jan. 2008) 48371-72 
EU: 

Call for “urgent action” on organised crime (April 

2008) 48544 
Nuclear issues: 

Agreement signed with Russian President Putin 
for construction of Belene nuclear plant (Jan. 
2008) 48372 

Political parties: 

Election of Maria Kapon as leader of United 
People’s Party (UPP) (Feb. 2008) 48437-38 

Election of Nikolay Svinarov as chairman of 
Bulgarian New Democracy (BND) (May 
2008) 48605 

Founding congress of Bulgarian New 
Democracy (BND) party (May 2008) 48605 

Resignations: 
Interior Minister Rumen Petkov (April 2008) 48544 
Security: 

Assassination of chief executive of nuclear 
energy company Borislav Georgiev (April 
2008) 48544 

Assassination of former gang member and 
crime writer Georgi Stoev (April 2008) 48544 


~ 


BURKINA FASO 
Cabinet: 
Changes (March 2008) 48452 
Dismissal: 
Agriculture Minister Salif Diallo (March 2008) 
48452 


BURMA 
Aung San Suu Kyi: 

Award of honorary citizenship by Canada (May 
2008) 48577 

Award by US Senate of Congressional Gold 
Medal (April 2008) 48525 

Extension of house arrest for 12 months (May 
2008) 48577 

Meeting with National League for Democracy 
colleagues (Jan. 2008) 48352 

Meeting with UN special envoy Ibrahim 
Gambari (March 2008) 48466 

Constitution: 

Announcement of date of May 10 for referen- 
dum for public approval (April 2008) 48525 

Announcement of referendum on new constitu- 
tion (Feb. 2008) 48415 

Holding of referendum despite devastation of 
cyclone (May 2008) 48577 

Poster campaign by Buddhist monks against 
referendum on constitution (March 2008) 
48467 

Publication of new constitution giving significant 
role in government to military (April 2008) 
48525 

Cyclone Nargis: 

ASEAN meeting agreeing to channel aid via 
task force (May 2008) 48576 

Estimates of casualties (May 2008) 48576 

Massive disaster in Irrawaddy delta with 
high winds and tidal surge (May 2008) 
48576-77 

Mounting international pressure for State 
Peace and Development Council (SPDC) 
to accept aid for cyclone disaster (May 2008) 
48576 

Reports of eviction of cyclone survivors from 
government's emergency camps (May 2008) 
48577 

Roof of notorious Insein prison blown off and 
prisoners killed by guards (May 2008) 
48577 

Significant damage to port of Rangoon (May 
2008) 48576-77 

Foreign relations: 

Signing of agreement with India for develop- 
ment and use of port of Sittwe (April 2008) 
48525 

USA 
Announcement of new financial sanctions on 

30 members of State Peace and 
Development Council (SPDC) (Feb. 2008) 
48415-16 
Further sanctions freezing assets of state- 
owned Burmese companies (May 2008) 
48577 
Human rights: 

Failure of case against Total oil and gas compa- 
ny for aid to State Peace and Development 
Council (SPDC) (March 2008) 48466 

Karen people: 

Assassination of general secretary of Karen 

National Union group (Feb. 2008) 48416 
National League for Democracy: 

House arrest of vice chairman Tin Oo (Feb. 

2008) 48416 
Obituaries: 

Kyemon U Thang (dissident journalist) (April 
2008) 48525 

Ludu Daw Amar (writer and activist) (April 
2008) 48525 

Saw Ba Thin Sein (chairman of Karen National 
Union) (May 2008) 48577 


BURMA (contd) 
Political parties: 

Death of National League for Democracy (NLD) 
spokesman Myint Thein (March 2008) 
48466 

Security: 

Arrest of National League for Democracy (NLD) 
supporters attempting to march to house of 
Aung San Suu Kyi (May 2008) 48577 

Bombings in four locations blamed on Karen 
National Union (Jan. 2008) 48352 

Charging of 10 dissidents in connection with 
failed uprising (Jan. 2008) 48352 

Two bomb explosions in Rangoon (April 2008) 
48525 

State Peace and Development Council (SPDC): 

Call by Than Shwe for crushing of opposition 
(March 2008) 48466 

Reluctance to accept international aid for 
cyclone disaster (May 2008) 48576 

Trials: 

Sentencing of pro-democracy activist for silent 

protest (April 2008) 48525 
UN: 

Pressure to authorise unilateral intervention 
with disaster relief (May 2008) 48576 

Visit of Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon to 
renew appeals for permission for more 
personnel to administer aid (May 2008) 
48576-77 

Visit of special envoy Ibrahim Gambari (March 
2008) 48466 


BURUNDI 
Security: 

Agreement on ceasefire with Hutu rebels (May 
2008) 48565 

Heavy fighting between government troops and 
Hutu rebels (April 2008) 48511 

Return of FNL leader Agathon Rwasa (May 
2008) 48565 ; 


Cc 


CAMBODIA 
Khmer Rouge: 
Admission of shortage of funds for tribunal 
(March 2008) 48466 
Appeal for bail by former head of state Khieu 
Samphan (April 2008) 48524 
Appeal for bail by former leader Nuon Chea 
(Feb. 2008) 48415 
Rejection by Extraordinary Chambers in the 
Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) tribunal of 
appeal by senior Khmer Rouge leader Nuon 
Chea (March 2008) 48466 
Obituary: 
Dith Pran (journalist who inspired The Killing 
Fields film) (March 2008) 48466 
Security: 
Conviction in USA of Chhun Yasith for planning 
of armed coup in 2000 (April 2008) 
48524-25 


CAMEROON 
Constitution: 
Amendments to allow further presidential term 
(April 2008) 48508 
Security: 
Serious rioting in several towns directed against 
President Biya (Feb. 2008) 48398 


CANADA 
Appointments: 
David Emerson as interim foreign minister (May 
2008) 48572 
Economy: 
Budget (Feb. 2008) 48405 
Elections: 
Legislative 
Alberta provincial (March 2008) 48459 


CANADA (contd) 
Human rights: 

Inclusion of USA and Israel in list of countries 
where prisoners at risk of torture (Jan. 2008) 
48344 

Resignation: 

Foreign Minister Maxime Bernier (May 2008) 

48571-72 
Supreme Court: 

Ruling against handing over of records by 
Canadian officials on Canadian detainee in 
Guantanamo Bay (May 2008) 48572 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
Cabinet: 
New (Jan. 2008) 48340 
Economy: 
General strike in protest at non-payment of pub- 
lic salaries (Jan. 2008) 48340 
Prime Minister: 
Appointment of Faustin-Archange Touadera 
(Jan. 2008) 48340 
Security: 
Expulsion by “rebel command” of Union of 
Democratic Forces for Unity (UFDR) of chair- 
man Djotodja (May 2008) 48569 
Outbreak of fighting between government forces 
and People’s Army for the Restoration of 
Republic and Democracy (APRD) rebels 
(March 2008) 48452 
Peace agreement between government and 
main rebel group People’s Army for the 
Restoration of Republic and Democracy 
(APRD) (May 2008) 48568-69 
Release of leader and spokesman of former 
rebel Union of Democratic Forces for Unity 
(UFDR) (Feb. 2008) 48398 


CHAD 
Cabinet: 
New (April 2008) 48507 
Foreign relations: 

France 
Offer of support against rebels from 
President Nicolas Sarkozy (Feb. 2008) 
48392 

Sudan 
Claims of Sudanese backing for rebels (Feb. 
2008) 48392 
Signing of non-aggression accord in attempt 
to end cross-border violence (March 2008) 
48451-52 

President: 

Defeat of rebel assault on Ndjameni by airforce 
under personal command of President Idriss 
Déby (Feb. 2008) 48392 

Lifting of state of emergency (March 2008) 
48452 

Pardoning of French charity workers and trans- 
fer to France (March 2008) 48452 

Prime Minister: 

Appointment of Youssouf Saleh Abbas (April 
2008) 48507 

Dismissal of Nouradine Delwa Kassiré 
Koumakoye (April 2008) 48507 

Security: 

Approval of EU military operation EUFOR 
Chad/CAR in support of of the UN Mission in 
the Central African Republic and Chad (MIN- 
URCAT) (Jan. 2008) 48338 

Establishment of “unified military command” by 
three armed opposition groups (Jan. 2008) 
48338 

Shooting dead of French aid worker near Sudan 
border (May 2008) 48569 

Unsuccessful rebel attack on Ndjameni (capital) 
(Feb. 2008) 48392 

Trials: 

Sentencing in France of six French charity 
workers for abduction of children (Jan. 2008) 
48338 
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CHILDREN 
see also UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND 
(UNICEF) 
Australia: 
Statement about “stolen generations” of children 


removed from families (Jan. 2008) 48362 
India: 
Warning by UNICEF of malnutrition risk among 
children due to food price rises (May 2008) 
48582 


CHILE 
Cabinet: 
New (Jan. 2008) 48347 
Constitutional court: 

Overturning of presidential decree authorising 
free “morning-after” contraception (April 
2008) 48515 

Dismissals: 

Education Minister Yasna Provoste in vote by 
Congress (April 2008) 48515 

Five ministers in cabinet reshuffle (Jan. 2008) 
48347 

Economy: 

Enactment of pension reforms (March 2008) 

48458 
Foreign relations: 
India 
Agreement over co-operation in air services, 
science, exploration, and sports (April 
2008) 48515 
Pinochet cases: 

Ordering of detention of nearly 100 former sol- 
diers and police officers in investigations into 
human rights abuses (May 2008) 48573 

President: 

Call for more alternative energy sources (May 
2008) 48573 

State of the nation address (May 2008) 48573 

Visit by Michelle Bachelet to China (April 2008) 
48515 

Senate: 

Election of Adolfo Zaldivar as president of 

Senate (March 2008) 48458 


CHINA 
Corruption: 
Shanghai 
Conviction of former mayor for accepting 
bribes (April 2008) 48520 
Imprisonment of motor racing entrepreneur 
Yu Zhifei (Jan. 2008) 48360 
Sentencing of businessman for role in social 
security funds scandal (April 2008) 48520 
Death penalty: 
Replacement of shooting by lethal injection 
(Jan. 2008) 48359-60 
Disaster: 
Rail crash in Shandong province (April 2008) 
48520 
Earthquake: 
Damage and deaths exacerbated by heavy 
rains (May 2008) 48586 
Estimate of 45.55 million people affected (May 
2008) 48586 
Estimate of extent of economic damage (May 
2008) 48586 
Estimates of deaths, injuries (May 2008) 48586 
Major relief operation assisted by international 
emergency aid (May 2008) 48586 
Massive earthquake and many aftershocks in 
Sichuan province (May 2008) 48585-86 
Three days of official mourning (May 2008) 48586 
Economy: 
Concern over rapid rate of growth (Jan. 2008) 
48359 
Further measures to tighten money supply to 
combat inflation (May 2008) 48586 
Increase in inflation rate (Jan. 2008) 48359 
New labour law on dismissal and employee 
consultation (Jan. 2008) 48359 


CHINA (contd) 

Raising of reserve deposit ratio for commercial 
banks (Jan. 2008) 48359 

Sharp rise in food prices (Jan. 2008) 48359 

Statistics on work-related accidents in 2007 
(Jan. 2008) 48359 

Environment: 

Limitations on manufacture and use of plastic 

bags (Jan. 2008) 48360 
Espionage: 

Arrest in USA of alleged Chinese spies (Feb. 

2008) 48412 
Foreign relations: 

Visit of UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown (Jan. 

2008) 48360 
Health: 

Avian influenza 
Death of woman from H5N1 strain of virus 
(Feb. 2008) 48412 

Fears over food safety after illness of Japanese 
after eating contaminated dumplings (Jan. 
2008) 48359 

Investigation into food poisoning by contaminated 
frozen dumplings in Japan (Feb. 2008) 48412 

Human rights: 

Apparent crackdown on dissent (Feb. 2008) 48412 

Arrest of prominent dissident Hu Jia (Feb. 2008) 
48412 

National People’s Congress: 

Annual session (March 2008) 48460-61 

Election of Xi Jinping as vice president (March 
2008) 48460-61 

Olympic games: 

Carrying of torch to top of Mt Everest (May 
2008) 48586 

Criticism by government of protests during relay 
of torch (April 2008) 48519 

Disruptions by human rights protesters of 
progress of Olympic torch to Beijing (March 
2008) 48461; (April 2008) 48519 

International warnings over action by China in 
Tibet (March 2008) 48461 

Pressure by Nobel laureates and Olympic ath- 
letes on China to end conflict in Darfur (Feb. 
2008) 48411 

Withdrawal of Steven Spielberg as artistic 
adviser in protest at China’s failure to inter- 
vene in Darfur (Feb. 2008) 48411 

President: 

Calls for infrastructure improvements (March 

2008) 48460 
Security: 

Arrest of Muslims in Xinjiang Uygur 
Autonomous Region suspected of plotting to 
disrupt Olympic Games (April 2008) 48520 

Police raid on “terrorist gang” in Xinjiang Uighur 
Autonomous Region (Feb. 2008) 48412 

Protests over murder of man filming “urban 
management personnel” (Jan. 2008) 48359 

Shooting by police of several demonstrators 
protesting against illegal land seizures in 
Yunnan province (April 2008) 48520 

Storms and floods: 

Widespread chaos after exceptional snow 
storms (Jan. 2008) 48360 

Widespread damage caused by continuing 
heavy snowfall (Feb. 2008) 48412 

Tibet: 

Allegation by government of Dalai Lama’s 
responsibility for unrest (April 2008) 48519 

Continuing violence including reports of police 
firing on demonstrations (April 2008) 48519 

Criticism of Indian government for failure to co- 
operate in Spanish case against China for 
genocide in Tibet (Feb. 2008) 48412 

Detention of over 1,000 people in Lhasa (April 
2008) 48519 

Talks between government officials and repre- 
sentatives of Dalai Lama (May 2008) 48586 

Violent anti-Chinese protests and deployment of 
military forces by Chinese (March 2008) 48461 


Subject index 


CHINA (contd) 
Trials: # 
Charges of subversion against activist who 


fought against illegal land seizures (Feb. 
2008) 48412 

Sentencing of dissident Hu Jia for subversion 
(April 2008) 48519 


COLOMBIA 
FARC (Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces): 

Confirmation of death of FARC leader Manuel 
Marulanda Velez (“Tirofijo”) (May 2008) 
48572 

French government attempts to secure release 
of hostages including French-Colombian citi- 
zen Ingrid Betancourt (April 2008) 48514 

Military attacks on remote FARC camp (March 
2008) 48456-57 

Release of four more hostages (Feb. 2008) 
48402 

Release of two high-profile hostages after 
negotiations with Venezuelan president Hugo 
Chavez (Jan. 2008) 48345 

Surrender of Nelly Avila Moreno (May 2008) 
48572 

Foreign relations: 

Ecuador 

Crisis with Ecuador after military attacks 
on remote FARC camp (March 2008) 
48456-57 

Intervention by Rio Group to resolve regional 
crisis (March 2008) 48457 

Nicaragua 
Restoration of diplomatic relations (March 

2008) 48457 

USA 

Indefinite delay to US-Colombia Trade 
Promotion Agreement (April 2008) 
48514 
Venezuela 
Announcement by President Chavez of 
deployment of troops on border (March 
2008) 48457 
Closure of embassy in Bogota (March 2008) 
48456 
Security: 

Arrest of former senator over alleged links to 
United Self Defence Forces of Colombia 
(AUC) paramilitary organisation (April 2008) 
48514 

Demonstration by more than a million people 
against FARC (Feb. 2008) 48402 

Extradition to USA of 15 warlords of right-wing 
paramilitary United Self Defence Forces of 
Colombia (AUC) (May 2008) 48572 

Military attacks on remote FARC camp (March 
2008) 48456-57 

Shooting of former paramilitary leader Miguel 
Angel Mejia Munera (April 2008) 48514 

Trials: 

Sentencing of former army officers Byron 
Carvajal and Harrison Castro and others for 
2006 ambush of police officers (May 2008) 
48572 

Sentencing in US court of senior FARC com- 
mander Ricardo Palmera (Jan. 2008) 48345 


COMMONWEALTH 
Pakistan: 
Restoration of full membership (May 2008) 
48584 


COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS) 
Collective Security Treaty Organisation (ODKB): 
Reinstatement of Uzbekistan (March 2008) 
48472 


COMOROS 
Anjouan Island: 
Appointment of Lailizaman Abdou Cheik as 
interim president (April 2008) 48510 


@ 


s 


COMOROS (contd) 

Escape of Bacar to island of Reunion (March 
2008) 48449 

Failure by international community mission to 
offer Col Mohammed Bacar “an honourable 
exit” (Feb. 2008) 48398 

Overthrow of Col Mohammed Bacar as presi- 
dent of Anjouan (March 2008) 48449 

Preparations for AU invasion (Feb. 2008) 
48398 

Rejection by France of asylum application by 
Col Mohammed Bacar (May 2008) 48569 

Political parties: 

Formation of new Social Democratic Party of 

Comoros (April 2008) 48510 


CONGO, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF (DRC) 
Aviation: 

Crash of passenger aircraft of Hewa Bora 

Airways near Goma (April 2008) 48505 
Earthquakes: 

Two earthquakes along Great Rift Valley fault 

(Feb. 2008) 48395 
Security: 

Peace agreement between government and 
Brig.-Gen. Laurent Nkunda (Jan. 2008) 
48340 

Report of deaths in fighting between security 
forces and Bundu Dia Kongo (BDk) (March 
2008) 48449 

Report on numbers of casualties due to conflict 
and humanitarian crisis (Jan. 2008) 48340-41 

UN: 

Resolution 1797 authorising assistance by UN 
Organisation Mission in the DRC (MONUC) 
in forthcoming elections (Jan. 2008) 48341 

Resolution 1799 to extend arms embargo 
against armed groups (Feb. 2008) 48395 

Resolution 1804 expressing grave concern at 
continued presence of armed militias (March 
2008) 48449 

Resolution 1807 to extend arms embargo and 
related sanctions (April 2008) 48505 

War crimes: 

Arrest in Belgium of Congolese Liberation 
Movement (MLC) leader Jean-Pierre Bemba 
(May 2008) 48569 

Arrest warrant against militia leader Bosco 
Ntaganda for enlistment of child soldiers 
(April 2008) 48505 

Transfer of former leader of Nationalist and 
Integrationist Front (FNI) Mathieu Ngudjolo 
Chui to the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) in The Hague on charges relating to 
2003 attack on village (Feb. 2008) 48394-95 


COSTA RICA 
Appointments: 
Janina del Vecchio as public security minister 
(April 2008) 48518 
Cabinet: 
Departure of Public Security Minister Fernando 
Berrocal (March 2008) 48459 
Economy: 
Bill to open telecommunications industry to 
competition (May 2008) 48575 
Security: 
Allegations of links between politicians and 
Colombia FARC guerrillas (March 2008) 
48459 


COTE D'IVOIRE 
Economy: 
Approval of IMF credit in Emergency Post- 
Conflict Assistance (April 2008) 48508 
Violent protests against rising cost of food (April 
2008) 48508 
UN: 
Resolution 1795 to renew mandates of UN 
Operation in Céte d’lvoire (UNOCI) and 
French support forces (Jan. 2008) 48341 


COUNCIL OF EUROPE 
France: 

Refusal to ratify Council of Europe 1992 
Charter for Regional or Minority Languages 
(May 2008) 48599 

Turkey: 

Claims by Council of Europe committee over 
effect of solitary confinement of Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK) leader Abdullah 
Ocalan (March 2008) 48481 

UK: 

Council of Europe report on potential for 
electoral fraud in postal voting (Jan. 2008) 
48370 


CROATIA 
Cabinet: 
New (Jan. 2008) 48372-73 
Political parties: 

Election of Radimit Cacic as president of 
Croatian People’s Party (April 2008) 48550 

Election of Silvano Hrelja as chairman of 
Croatian Pensioners’ Party (March 2008) 
48479 

Prime Minister: 

Formation of new coalition government (Jan. 

2008) 48372 
War crimes: 

Acquittal of Gen. (retd) Rahim Ademi in connec- 
tion with 1998 killings of Serb civilians in 
Croatia (May 2008) 48605 

Opening of trial at International Criminal 
Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) of 
three Croatian generals (March 2008) 
48478-79 

Sentencing of Gen. (retd) Mirko Norac for failure 
in 1993 to prevent killing of Serb civilians 
(May 2008) 48605 


CUBA 
Agriculture: 
Announcement of reforms (March 2008) 48459 
Appointment: 

Ana Elsa Velasquez Cobiella as education min- 

ister (April 2008) 48518 
Death penalty: 

Commutation of most outstanding appeals to 

prison terms (April 2008) 48518 
Dismissal: 

Education Minister Luis Ignacio Gomez 

Gutierrez (April 2008) 48518 
Economy: 

Increase in wages of court employers and pub- 
lic prosecutors (April 2008) 48518 

Lifting of restrictions on sale and ownership of 
electrical goods and mobile telephones 
(March 2008) 48459 

Reforms on private ownership of houses (April 
2008) 48518 

Elections: 
Legislative (Jan. 2008) 48348 
Foreign relations: 

USA 
Allegations of links between US interests 
section and “terrorist” and “counter-revolu- 
tionaries” (May 2008) 48575 

President: 

Election by National Assembly of People’s 
Power of Raul Castro as head of state and 
government (Feb. 2008) 48405 

Formal announcement of retirement of Fidel 
Castro (Feb. 2008) 48405 

Security: 

Detention of 10 women for participation in 
protest (April 2008) 48518 

Release of four “group of 75” dissidents (Feb. 
2008) 48405 

UN: 

Signing of International Covenants on Civil and 
Political Rights, and Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (Feb. 2008) 48405 


CYPRUS 
Cabinet: 
New (Feb. 2008) 48433 
Drought: 

Imposition of emergency rationing and ordering 
of imports of water from Greece (March 
2008) 48489 

Economy: 

Adoption by Greek Cyprus of euro (Jan. 2008) 

48378 
Elections: 

Presidential 

Results (Feb. 2008) 48432-33 
Human rights: 

Order by ECHR to Turkey to pay compensation 
to heirs of Greek Cypriot for loss of house in 
Kyrenia (April 2008) 48537 

President: 

Appointment of Dhimitrios Khristofias as first 

communist president (Feb. 2008) 48432-33 
Reunification: 

Agreement on resumption of talks (March 2008) 
48489 

Meeting of Greek Cypriot President Dhimitrios 
Khristofias and President Mehmet Ali Talat of 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) 
(May 2008) 48605 

Re-opening of Ledra Street in Nicosia (March 
2008) 48489 

Reopening of symbolic Lokmaci Border Gate in 
Nicosia (April 2008) 48536 


CZECH REPUBLIC 
Appointment: 

Reappointment of Jiri Cunek as deputy prime 
minister and local development minister 
(April 2008) 48543 

Elections: 
Presidential (Feb. 2008) 48436 
Foreign relations: 

Agreement on siting of US anti-missile radar 
tracking station (April 2008) 48543 

USA 
Official approval of treaty on building of anti- 

missile radar tracking station in Brdy mili- 
tary area (May 2008) 48596 
Law and legislation: 

Adoption of EU anti-discrimination law (April 

2008) 48543 
President: 

Re-election of Vaclav Klaus (Feb. 2008) 48436 

Veto of EU anti-discrimination law as unneces- 
sary and of poor quality (May 2008) 48596 

Security: 

Banning of marches by neo-Nazi National 
Resistance movement (May 2008) 48597 

Far-right extremist demonstration in Prague 
(May 2008) 48597 


D 


DEATH PENALTY 
Afghanistan: 
Appeal by student against sentence for writings 
critical of Islam (May 2008) 48585 
Rescinding of sentence on student after inter- 
national campaign of protest (Feb. 2008) 
48410 
Sentencing of student for article critical of Koran’s 
teaching on women (Jan. 2008) 48358 
China: 
Replacement of shooting by lethal injection 
(Jan. 2008) 48359-60 
Cuba: 
Commutation of most outstanding appeals to 
prison terms (April 2008) 48518 
Guatemala: 
Adoption of law allowing commutation of death 
sentences (Feb. 2008) 48401 
Presidential veto of bill to reinstate capital pun- 
ishment (March 2008) 48456 
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DEATH PENALTY (contd) 
Iran: 

Confirmation of sentence on journalist (Feb. 
2008) 48442 

Increasing number of executions (Jan. 2008) 
48379 

Move to reduce number of public executions 
(Jan. 2008) 48379 

Iraq: 

Approval of decree to execute Gen. Ali Hassan 

al-Majid (“Chemical Ali”) (Feb. 2008) 48441 
Japan: 

Execution of four convicted prisoners (April 
2008) 48522 

Sentencing of Tetsuya Shiroo for murder of 
mayor of Nagasaki (May 2008) 48589 

Three executions despite international calls for 
moratorium (Feb. 2008) 48414 

Jordan: 

Commutation of death sentences of nine men 
convicted of plotting chemical attacks (May 
2008) 48607 

Pakistan: 

Plea from Human Rights Minister Ansar Burney 
to President Musharraf to commute sentence 
on Indian prisoner (March 2008) 48471 

Second delay of execution of Indian national 
Sarabjit Singh (April 2008) 48531 

Tunisia: 

Sentencing of two members of Salafi group 

(Jan. 2008) 48384 
USA: 
Ruling by Supreme Court in favour of use of 
lethal injection (April 2008) 48513 
Uzbekistan: 
Abolition (Jan. 2008) 48358 
Yemen: 

Sentencing of four al-Huthi rebels for killing 
“pro-government people” (May 2008) 48611 

Sentencing of Saudi national and Yemeni army 
officer for espionage (Feb. 2008) 48443 


DEBT see INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 
(IMF); WORLD BANK 


DENMARK 
Appointment: 
Rear-Adml Tim Sloth Joergensen as military 
chief of staff (Jan. 2008) 48378 
Economy: 
Budget (Feb. 2008) 48428-29 
Strike by nurses and public sector workers 
demanding pay rise (April 2008) 48541 
Security: 
Arrests after night of rioting by Muslim youths 
(Feb. 2008) 48428 
Assassination plot against cartoonist Kurt 
Westergaard (Feb. 2008) 48428 
Extension of prison sentences on three 
Islamists convicted of 2007 bomb attack 
(April 2008) 48544 
Removal of embassy staff in Kabul 
(Afghanistan) to safe location after terrorist 
threats (April 2008) 48541 


DISARMAMENT AND ARMS CONTROL 
see also ARMS TRADE; NUCLEAR ENERGY; 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
Cluster munitions: 
Conference in Dublin 
Absence of major manufacturing countries 
(May 2008) 48613 
Inclusion in treaty of “smart” munitions used 
by UK forces (May 2008) 48613 
Draft treaty signed in New Zealand prohibiting 
use, production, stockpiling, and trade (Feb. 
2008) 48445 
UN: : 
Security Council Resolution 1810 to extend 
mandate of 1540 Committee (April 2008) 
48558 


Subject index 


DISASTERS 
see also AVIATION; DROUGHT AND FAMINE; 
EARTHQUAKES; ENVIRONMENT; HEALTH 
AND EPIDEMIC DISEASES; STORMS, 
CYCLONES, AND FLOODS 
Explosions: 
Albania 
Explosions in arms depot in Gerdec (March 
2008) 48490 
lran 
Explosion and fire at chemical plant near 
Arak (May 2008) 48610 
Nigeria 
Deaths of at least 100 people in oil pipeline 
explosion near Lagos (May 2008) 48568 
Turkey 
Death of at least 20 people in explosions in 
unlicensed fireworks factory (Jan. 2008) 
48375 
Fires: 
Germany 
Death of nine members of two Turkish 
immigrant families in fire in Ludwigshafen 
(Feb. 2008) 48435 
Uganda 
Deaths of nearly 20 children in fire in school 
dormitory (March 2008) 48505 
Shipping: 
Vietnam 
Sinking of oil tanker with consequent oil slick 
(March 2008) 48474 
Transport: 
China 
Rail crash in Shandong province (April 2008) 
48520 
Guatemala 
Crash of passenger bus into ravine (March 
2008) 48456 
Nigeria 
Deaths of 46 soldiers in crash of convoy with 
petrol tanker (May 2008) 48568 
Thailand 
Death of 54 illegal Burmese immigrants from 
suffocation in container lorry (April 2008) 
48524 
Workplace: 
Pakistan 
Death of three people in gas leak at Khoshab 
heavy water plant (April 2008) 48531 
Tanzania 
Deaths of about 70 miners in flooding of 
tanzanite mine (March 2008) 48453 


DJIBOUTI 

Cabinet: 
New (March 2008) 48451 

Elections: 
Boycott by opposition parties (Feb. 2008) 48393 
Legislative (Feb. 2008) 48392-93 

Prime Minister: 
Reappointment of Dilleita Mohamed Dilleita 

(March 2008) 48451 


DOMINICA 
Economy: 
IMF approval of emergency assistance to deal 
with damage caused by 2007 hurricane 
(Feb. 2008) 48405 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
Elections: 


Presidential (May 2008) 48574; 48575 


DROUGHT AND FAMINE 
Cyprus: 
Imposition of emergency rationing and ordering 
of imports of water from Greece (March 
2008) 48489 
Spain: 
Import of water to Barcelona to prevent water 
crisis (April 2008) 48537; (May 2008) 48600 
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DRUGS 
Peru: 
Report by International Narcotics Control Board 
calling for end to use of coca leaf (March 
2008) 48457 
Poland: 
Admission by Prime Minister Donald Tusk of A 
smoking of cannabis in 1980s (May 2008) id 
48596 
Thailand: 
Relaunch of crackdown on trade in illegal drugs 
(Feb. 2008) 48417 
UK: 
Announcement of partial reversal of decriminali- 
sation of cannabis (May 2008) 48602 


E 


EARTHQUAKES 
see also DISASTERS 
China: 
Massive earthquake and many aftershocks in 
Sichuan province (May 2008) 48585-86 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and 
Rwanda: 
Two earthquakes along Great Rift Valley fault 
(Feb. 2008) 48395 


EAST TIMOR 
Attempted coup: 

State of emergency after attacks on prime min- 

ister and president (Feb. 2008) 48417-18 
Foreign relations: 

Australia 

Visit of Prime Minister Kevin Rudd in wake of 
attempted coup (Feb. 2008) 48418 
President: 

Call by President Ramos Horta for continuing 
presence of UN Integrated Mission in Timor- 
Leste (UNMIT) (May 2008) 48590 

Installation of Vice President Fernando de 
Araujo as acting president (Feb. 2008) 48418 

Recovery of President Horta after shooting 
(March 2008) 48463 

Return to office of President Horta after hospital 
treatment (April 2008) 48523 

Serious gun attack on President Horta (Feb. 
2008) 48417-18 

Security: 

Additional Australian troops to reinforce interna- 
tional forces (Feb. 2008) 48418 

Deportation by Indonesia to Dili of four rebels 
accused of involvement in attempted assas- 
sination of President Horta (May 2008) 
48590 

Surrender of remaining rebel leader involved in 
attempted assassination of President Horta 
(April 2008) 48523 

Surrender of several rebels responsible for 
attack on President Horta (March 2008) 
48463-64 

UN: 

Resolution 1802 to extend mandate of UN 
Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT) 
(Feb. 2008) 48418 


ECHR see EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS (ECHR) 


ECUADOR 
Appointment: 
Javier Ponce Cevallos as defence minister 
(April 2008) 48515 
Cabinet: 
New (Jan. 2008) 48345; 48346 
Constitution: 
Approval of clause in new constitution prohibit- 
ee of foreign militaries (April 2008) 


Protest march against proposed reforms (Jan. 
2008) 48346 


ee ee ee eee 
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ECUADOR (contd) 
Defence: 

Dispute between military and President Correa 
over intelligence links with CIA and involve- 
ment against Colombian FARC rebels (April 
2008) 48515 

President: 

Annual state of the nation address (Jan. 2008) 
48345-46 

Apology by President Rafael Correa for illegal 
surveillance of constituent assembly mem- 
bers (May 2008) 48575 

Resignations: 

Defence Minister Wellington Sandoval (April 
2008) 48515 

Two senior naval staff officers (Jan. 2008) 48345 

Storms and floods: 

Declaration of national emergency after serious 

flooding (Feb. 2008) 48405 
Volcanoes: 
Eruption of Tungurahua (Feb. 2008) 48405 


EGYPT 
Economy: 

Approval by People’s Assembly of price rises on 
fuel, cigarettes, and vehicle licences (May 
2008) 48611 

Ban on export of rice (March 2008) 48495 

Increase in ration card system for rice supplies 
(May 2008) 48611 

Order to increase production of cheap bread 
(March 2008) 48495 

Proposal for 30 per cent increase in wages for 
state workers (May 2008) 48611 

Strikes supported by Muslim Brotherhood 
protesting at low wages and food price rises 
(April 2008) 48555 

Elections: 
Municipal (April 2008) 48554-55 
Foreign relations: 

Russia 

Agreement on construction of nuclear power 
plants (March 2008) 48495 
Nuclear issues: 

Agreement with Russia on construction of 

nuclear power plants (March 2008) 48495 
Political parties: 

Candidacy in municipal elections of Muslim 
Brotherhood leader Mohammed Mahdi Akef 
(Feb. 2008) 48442 

Formation of new Alternative Current opposition 
movement (Feb. 2008) 48442 

Security: 

Continued crackdown on Muslim Brotherhood 
(March 2008) 48495 

Detention of 29 opposition members of Muslim 
Brotherhood (Jan. 2008) 48383 

Extension of Emergency Laws for further two 
years (May 2008) 48611 

Increased social unrest over rising food prices 
(March 2008) 48495 

Protest in support of Palestinians in blockaded 
Gaza Strip (Jan. 2008) 48383 

Reclosure of border with Gaza Strip (Feb. 2008) 
48439-40 

Removal by police of leader of opposition 
Kefaya movement to desert suburb (Jan. 
2008) 48383 

Suez canal: 

Death of Egyptian trader by warning shots fired 

by US cargo ship (March 2008) 48495 
Trials: 

Sentencing of Muslim Brotherhood leader and 
others by military tribunal (April 2008) 48555 

Sentencing of newspaper editor for articles on 
President Mubarak (March 2008) 48495 


EL SALVADOR 
Appointment: 
Marisol Argueta de Barillas as foreign minister 
(Jan. 2008) 48348 


ENVIRONMENT 
see also DROUGHT AND FAMINE; EARTH- 

QUAKES; NUCLEAR entries; SCIENTIFIC 

RESEARCH; STORMS, CYCLONES, AND 

FLOODS 

Antarctic: 

Disintegration of Wilkins ice shelf (March 2008) 

48499 
Climate change/global warming: 

Agreement by Qatar, Kuwait, and Oman to 
reduce emissions from flaring of methane on 
oil fields (March 2008) 48499 

Identification by scientists of nine “tipping 
points” (Feb. 2008) 48443 

Indonesian plan to cut carbon emissions by 
reducing forest burning and oil consumption 
(May 2008) 48579 

Limitations on manufacture and use of plastic 
bags in China (Jan. 2008) 48360 

Meeting in Bangkok on negotiations of succes- 
sor treaty to Kyoto Protocol (March 2008) 
48499 

Report on acceleration in rate of melting of gla- 
ciers (March 2008) 48499 

Report on carbon dioxide emissions from ship- 
ping (Feb. 2008) 48443-44 

South Korean plans to cap carbon dioxide emis- 
sions at 2005 levels for seven years (March 
2008) 48462 

Degradation of habitats: 

Illegal logging in Amazon rainforest (Jan. 2008) 
48347; (Feb. 2008) 48404 

Report on extent of illegal logging in Papua 
New Guinea (April 2008) 48533 

Warning on ending of logging industry by 2013 
in Solomon Islands (March 2008) 48473; 
(April 2008) 48534 

Warning on loss of medical plants (Jan. 2008) 
48385 

Endangered species: 

Addition of nine species of shark to Red List 
(Feb. 2008) 48444 

Co-operation between Rwanda, Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), and Uganda on 
conservation of mountain gorillas (Feb. 2008) 
48444 

Creation of largest marine wildlife sanctuary at 
Phoenix Islands in Kiribati (Feb. 2008) 48444 

Fall in numbers of tigers in India due to poach- 
ing and despite reserves (Feb. 2008) 48443 

Inauguration of international seed vault in 
Norwegian Svarlbard archipelago (Feb. 
2008) 48443 

Inclusion of polar bear in US Endangered 
Species Act (May 2008) 48613 

Report on threat to Australian wildlife of rising 
global temperature (March 2008) 48499 

Living Planet Index: 

Fall in populations of all species (May 2008) 

48613 
Renewable energy: 

Further evidence of adverse impact of biofuels 
on food production and emissions (Jan. 
2008) 48385 

UN Convention on Biological Diversity: 

Agreement to establish deep-sea nature 
reserve (May 2008) 48613 

Ninth meeting in Bonn, Germany (May 2008) 
48613 


EQUATORIAL GUINEA 
Aviation: 

Crash of airliner with reported deaths of high- 
ranking politicians and officials (April 2008) 
48509 

Elections: 
Legislative (May 2008) 48569 
Security: 

Interview with UK mercenary Simon Mann iden- 
tifying Elie Khalil as instigator of failed coup 
(March 2008) 48452 


EQUATORIAL GUINEA (contd) 
Reported arrest in Spain of exiled opposition 
leader Severo Moto (April 2008) 48508-09 
Secret extradition from Zimbabwe of UK merce- 
nary Simon Mann (Feb. 2008) 48398 


ERITREA 
Political parties: 
Formation of new alliance of three exiled oppo- 
sition groups (March 2008) 48453 
UN: 
Resolution 1798 to extend mandate of UN 
Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) 
(Jan. 2008) 48341 
Temporary relocation of UN Mission in Ethiopia 
and Eritrea (UNMEE) to Ethiopian side of 
border due to fuel restrictions (Feb. 2008) 
48398 


ESTONIA 
Security: 
Blacklisting of Nashi Russian nationalist youth 
movement (Jan. 2008) 48377-78 


ETHIOPIA 
Elections: 
Local and by-elections (April 2008) 48506 
Foreign relations: 
Qatar 
Breaking of diplomatic relations over alleged 
support for Islamist terrorists (April 2008) 
48506 
Ogaden: 
Merger of Ogaden National Liberation Front 
with Western Somalia Democratic Party 
(May 2008) 48566 
Security: 
Bomb attack on minibus in Addis Ababa (May 
2008) 48566 
Bomb explosions in Negelle Borena (May 2008) 
48566 
Trials: 
Imposition of increased sentences on members 
of Mengistu regime (May 2008) 48566 
Sentencing of 19 Mengistu regime officers con- 
victed of 1980 air raid on market in Hawzen 
(April 2008) 48506 
Sentencing to death of former President 
Mengistu Haile Mariam in absentia (May 
2008) 48566 


EUROPE see COUNCIL OF EUROPE; entries 
beginning EUROPEAN; ORGANISATION FOR 
SECURITY AND CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE 
(OSCE) 


EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS (ECHR) 
Cyprus: 

Order to Turkey to pay compensation to heirs of 
Greek Cypriot for loss of house in Kyrenia 
(April 2008) 48537 

France: 

Ruling on adoption by lesbian couple (Jan. 

2008) 48365 
Russia: 

Call for transfer to hospital of Mikhail 

Khodorkovsky (Feb, 2008) 48425 
UK: 

Ruling affecting plans to repatriate foreign 
terrorist suspects (Feb. 2008) 48429 

Ruling on detention in 2001 of Iraqi Kurd 
applying for political asylum (Jan. 2008) 
48369 

Suit by 11 foreign nationals held without trial 
under Anti-Terrorism Act of 2001 (May 2008) 
48601-02 


EUROPEAN UNION (EU) 
Agriculture: 
Agreement on increase in national milk produc- 
tion quotas (March 2008) 48490 
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EUROPEAN UNION (EU) (contd) 

Publication of detailed proposals for reform of 
Common Agricultural Policy (May 2008) 
48604 

Brussels summit: 

Approval of principle of a “Union for the 
Mediterranean” (March 2008) 48490 

Call for “coherent package” on climate change 
(March 2008) 48490 

Consideration of draft directives on energy 
and reduction of emissions (March 2008) 
48489-90 

Discussion on three-year cycle for “Lisbon strat- 
egy” (March 2008) 48490 

Warning on migratory pressures (March 2008) 
48490 

Competition Commission: 

Launch of investigation into state rescue of two 
German banks (Feb. 2008) 48437 

Threat of renewed legal action against 
Germany over Lower Saxony’s blocking 
stake in Volkswagen (April 2008) 48545 

Warning by Germany against action over Lower 
Saxony’s blocking stake in Volkswagen (May 
2008) 48604 

Economy: 

Criticism by finance ministers of “excessive” 
remuneration of company executives (May 
2008) 48604 

Statistics showing London as wealthiest EU 
region (Feb. 2008) 48437 

Summit meeting in London to discuss “credit 
crunch” (Jan. 2008) 48372 

European Central Bank (ECB): 

Auction of funds to provide liquidity into finan- 
cial markets (April 2008) 48544 

Launch of Single Euro Payments Area to sim- 
plify cross-border transactions (Jan. 2008) 
48372 

European Commission (EC): 

Adoption of proposals for creation of “Union for 
the Mediterranean” (the Barcelona Process) 
(May 2008) 48604 

Announcement of register of lobbyists’ interests 
(May 2008) 48604 

Appeal by Microsoft against further fine for non- 
compliance with 2004 ruling (May 2008) 
48604 

Demand for clampdown on cross-border tax 
evasion (March 2008) 48490 

Imposition of ban on imports of Brazilian beef 
for failure of adequate checks for foot and 
mouth disease (Jan. 2008) 48372 

Imposition of further fines on Microsoft for anti- 
trust breaches (Feb. 2008) 48437 

Investigation into measures by Bank of England 
and UK treasury to prevent collapse of 
Northern Rock bank (April 2008) 48544 

Launch of two new anti-trust investigations into 
Microsoft (Jan. 2008) 48372 

Warning to Greece on acquisition of stakes in 
strategic industries (May 2008) 48604 

European Foundation for Democracy through 
Partnership (EFDP): 

Inauguration by EC President José Manuel 
Barroso, former Czech President Vaclav 
Havel, and former Mozambican President 
Chissano (April 2008) 48545 

European Parliament (EP): 

Adoption of non-binding resolution to consider 
boycott of opening of Olympic Games (April 
2008) 48544-45 

Approval of new minimum requirements for avi- 
ation security (March 2008) 48490 

Approval of opening of national postal services 
to full competition (Jan. 2008) 48372 

Expulsion of UK MEP from the European 
People’s Party-European Democrats (EPP- 
ED) group for remarks on powers of EP 

president (Feb. 2008) 48437 

Investigation by anti-fraud office (OLAF) into 


EUROPEAN UNION (EUV) (contd) 
abuse of staff allowances by MEPs (Feb. 
2008) 48437 

New alliance of four far-right parties (Jan. 2008) 
48372 

Outrage at immoderate language used by UK 
MEP criticising EP president (Jan. 2008) 
48372 

Resolution urging ratification of Lisbon Treaty 
(Feb. 2008) 48436 

Vote banning employment by MEPs of family 
members (April 2008) 48544 

Foreign relations: 
Inaugural meeting of EU and Black Sea 
Economic Co-operation (BSEC) (Feb. 2008) 
48437 
Russia 
Mandate to renew 1997 EU-Russia partner- 
ship and co-operation agreement (May 
2008) 48603-04 

Pressure on Russia to accede to extradition 
to UK of Andrei Lugovoi (May 2008) 
48604 

Requirement to seek assurances on energy 
supplies to Lithuania (May 2008) 48604 

Reservations by Poland and Sweden about 
“over-friendly” relations with Russia (May 
2008) 48604 

USA 

Instigation of review of procedures for provi- 
sion of data on banking transactions of 
EU citizens (March 2008) 48490 
Signing of visa waiver memorandums of 
understanding by six newer member 
states (March 2008) 48490 
Franco-German summit: 

Postponement due to tensions between 
Chancellor Merkel and President Sarkozy 
(Feb. 2008) 48436-37 

Lisbon Reform Treaty: 

German ratification bill passed to Bundesrat 
(April 2008) 48544 

Postponement of ratification by Poland (March 
2008) 48490 

Ratification by Bulgaria (March 2008) 48490 

Ratification by Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
and Germany (May 2008) 48603 

Ratification by Poland, Slovakia, Portugal, 
Austria, and Denmark (April 2008) 48544 

Ratification by Romania and France (Feb. 2008) 
48436 

Ratification by Slovenia, Hungary, and Malta 
(Jan. 2008) 48372 

Presidency: 
Assumption by Slovenia (Jan. 2008) 48372 
Resignation: 

EC Vice President and Commissioner for 

Justice Franco Frattini (May 2008) 48604 
Security: 

Adoption of framework making terrorist crimes 
“EU crimes” punishable by all member states 
on uniform basis (April 2008) 48544 

Plans for European Border Surveillance System 
(Eurosur) (Feb. 2008) 48437 

Stabilisation and Association Agreements 
(SAA): 

Bosnia-Herzegovina 
Progress towards signing (April 2008) 
48549 

Serbia 
Signing of SAA (April 2008) 48550 


EUTHANASIA 
Luxembourg: 


Legalisation of voluntary euthanasia and assist- 
ed suicide (Feb. 2008) 48438 


F 


FAO see UNITED NATIONS FOOD AND AGRICUL- 
TURE ORGANISATION (FAO) 


FAROE ISLANDS 

Cabinet: 
New (Feb. 2008) 48428 

Elections: 
Legislative (Jan. 2008) 48370-71 

Prime Minister: 
Formation of new coalition by Prime Minister 

Joannes Eidesgaard (Feb. 2008) 48428 


FiJl 
Cabinet: 
Reshuffle (Jan. 2008) 48363 
Corruption: 

Allegations of tax evasion against Finance 
Minister Mahendra Chaudhry (Feb. 2008) 
48419 

Charges of abuse of office against former Prime 
Minister Laisenia Qarase (Feb. 2008) 48419 

Investigation of Finance Minister Mahendra 
Chaudhry for tax evasion (March 2008) 
48473 

Plea of not guilty by former Prime Minister 
Qarase to charges of misusing funds (May 
2008) 48590 

Great Council of Chiefs: 

Self-appointment of Frank Bainimarama as 

chairman (Feb. 2008) 48419 
High Court: 

Launch of legal action by former Prime Minister 
Laisenia Qarase on 2006 overthrow by 
Bainimarama (March 2008) 48473-74 

Pacific Islands Forum: 

Meeting in New Zealand on return of Fiji to 

democracy (March 2008) 48474 
Storms and floods: 
Tropical cyclone Gene (Jan. 2008) 48363 


FINLAND 
Appointment: 
Alexander Stubb as foreign minister (April 2008) 
48550 
Dismissal: 
Foreign Minister Ilkka Kanerva (April 2008) 
48550 


FRANCE 
Appeal court: 

Ruling on rejection of claim of inciting racial 
hatred by re-publication of Danish cartoons 
(March 2008) 48484 

Cabinet: 
Changes (March 2008) 48484 
Community issues: 

Announcement of major job-creation measures 
for deprived suburbs (Feb. 2008) 48433 

Boycott by Paris Grand Mosque of elections to 
French Council of the Muslim Faith (May 
2008) 48599 

Controversy over annulment of Muslim marriage 
because bride was not virgin (May 2008) 
48599 

Outrage at desecration of Muslim graves in mili- 
tary cemetery at Arras (April 2008) 48538 

Plans to create new jobs in deprived suburbs 
(Jan. 2008) 48365 

Racist slogans and arson attack on Muslim 
buildings (April 2008) 48538 

Corsica: 

Admission by Corsican National Liberation 
Front (FLNC) of responsibility for 26 recent 
attacks including bombings (May 2008) 
48599 

Arrest of five moderate nationalists in Paris 
(Jan. 2008) 48365 

Arrest of nine suspected members of Corsican 
National Liberation Front-Union of 
Combatants (FLNC-UC) in connection with 
violent attacks on public targets (April 2008) 
48538 

Major arson attack in Ajaccio (Jan. 2008) 
48365 
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FRANCE (contd) 

Reduction in separatist attacks in 2007 (Jan. 
2008) 48365 

Sentencing of two Corsican National Liberation 
Front (FLNC) members for conspiracy (Jan. 
2008) 48365 

Split within nationalist Unione Naziunale group 
(Feb. 2008) 48434 

Court of Cassation: 

Rejection of appeal against investigation of 
mayor of Issy-le-Moulineaux for corruption 
(Feb. 2008) 48434 

Cultural issues: 

Boycott of Paris Book Fair by many Arab coun- 
tries and Muslim organisations (March 2008) 
48484 

Refusal to ratify Council of Europe 1992 
Charter for Regional or Minority Languages 
(May 2008) 48599 

Defence: 

Announcement of new defence and national 

security council (Jan. 2008) 48365 
Economy: 

Compromise agreement on ending special pen- 
sions for transport and energy workers (Jan. 
2008) 48365 

Deterioration in industrial relations with protests 
against fuel price rises, job cuts, and inten- 
tion to raise retirement age (May 2008) 
48599 

Lifting of remaining restrictions on workers from 
2004 new EU member states (May 2008) 
48599 

Massive scandal over unauthorised stock mar- 
ket speculation by “rogue trader’ Jérome 
Kerviel (Jan. 2008) 48364 

Plans to create new jobs in deprived suburbs 
(Jan. 2008) 48365 

Report by commission headed by Jacques 
Attali on economic reforms (Jan. 2008) 
48365 

Report on control of foreign sovereign wealth 
funds (May 2008) 48599 

Elections: 
Local council (March 2008) 48483-84 
Foreign relations: 

Doubling of food aid to poor countries (April 
2008) 48538 

Visit of Israeli President Shimon Peres (March 
2008) 48484 

Health: 

Ban on smoking in bars, cafes, clubs, and 
restaurants (Jan. 2008) 48365 

Ban on websites encouraging of excessive thin- 
ness and anorexia (April 2008) 48538 

Human rights: 

Ruling by ECHR on adoption by lesbian couple 

(Jan. 2008) 48365 
Immigration and asylum: 

Rejection of amnesty for illegal immigrants in 
jobs (April 2008) 48538 

Target for expulsion of illegal immigrants (Jan. 
2008) 48365 

Internet: 

Ban on websites encouraging of excessive thin- 

ness and anorexia (April 2008) 48538 
Nuclear issues: 

Announcement of reduction in stocks of nuclear 

‘ weapons warheads (March 2008) 48484 

Establishment of nuclear policy council under 
chairmanship of president (April 2008) 48538 

Political parties: 

Announcement by Ségoleéne Royal of intention 
to contest presidency in 2012 (Jan. 2008) 
48365 

Conviction of National Front leader Jean-Marie 
Le Pen for condoning war crimes (Feb. 2008) 
48434 

Declaration by mayor Paris Bertrand Delanoé of 
candidacy for leader of Socialist Party and 
2012 presidential candidate (May 2008) 48599 


FRANCE (contd) 

Headquarters of National Front (FN) put up for 
sale (Jan. 2008) 48365 

Repetition of remarks by Jean-Marie Le Pen for 
claims about Holocaust (April 2008) 48538 

Substantial losses in local council elections for 
ruling Union for a Popular Movement (UMP) 
(March 2008) 48483-84 

President: 

Attempt to revitalise administration by President 
Sarkozy after low opinion poll ratings (April 
2008) 48537-38 

Controversial proposal on teaching of Holocaust 
in schools (Feb. 2008) 48434 

Death threats to Sarkozy’s son-on mother’s 
mobile telephone (Jan. 2008) 48365 

Marriage to former model Carla Bruni (Feb. 
2008) 48433-34 

Security: 

Arrest of French national for suspected involve- 
ment in recruitment of Muslims to join Iraq 
insurgency (Feb. 2008) 48434 

Arrests in raids in suburbs in pursuit of those 
suspected of 2007 riots (Feb. 2008) 48433 

Placing of three Muslims under investigation for 
criminal conspiracy (March 2008) 48484 

Protests during relay of Olympic torch through 
Paris against China’s policy in Tibet (April 
2008) 48519 

Statistics on judicial investigations in 2007 of 
suspected Islamic extremists (April 2008) 
48538 

Unrest in Paris suburb of Grigny (March 2008) 
48484 

Société Générale affair: 

Arrest of Jérome Kerviel (Feb. 2008) 48433 
Massive scandal over unauthorised stock mar- 
ket speculation by “rogue trader” Jérome 

Kerviel (Jan. 2008) 48364 

Release on bail of trader Jérome Kerviel (March 

2008) 48484 
Trials: 

Conviction of Total oil company over 1999 sink- 
ing of Erika tanker off Brittany (Jan. 2008) 
48365 

Conviction of two construction companies of 
responsibility for collapse of footbridge to 
Queen Mary 2 ocean liner (Feb. 2008) 48434 

Fining of National Front leader Jean-Marie Le 
Pen for incitement of discrimination and 
racial hatred (March 2008) 48484 

Judicial investigation of nine men suspected of 
financing pro-al-Qaida Islamic Movement of 
Uzbekistan (May 2008) 48599 

Opening of trial of seven men on charges of 
conspiracy to prepare terrorist act (March 
2008) 48484 

Sentencing in absentia of two Djibouti officials 
in connection with 1995 murder of French 
judge in Djibouti (March 2008) 48484 

Sentencing of seven men for recruiting Muslims 
to join insurgency in Iraq (May 2008) 48599 

Seven doctors and pharmacists on charges 
relating to deaths of 110 young people from 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD) due to use 
of tainted growth hormone (Feb. 2008) 
48434 


FRENCH POLYNESIA 
Cabinet: 
New (Feb. 2008) 48420; (April 2008) 48534 
Elections: 
Legislative 
First round under new system (Jan. 2008) 
48364 
Results (Feb. 2008) 48420 
Legislative assembly: 
Election of Edouard Fritch as speaker (Feb. 
2008) 48420 
Election of former President Oscar Temaru as 
president of assembly (March 2008) 48474 


FRENCH POLYNESIA (contd) 
President: 
Election of Gaston Flosse (Feb. 2008) 48420 
Election of Gaston Tong Sang (April 2008) 48534 
Fall of government of Gaston Flosse (April 
2008) 48534 
Resignation of Oscar Temaru (Jan. 2008) 48364 


G 
G-7 see INDUSTRIALISED COUNTRIES 


GABON 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Feb. 2008) 48396 


THE GAMBIA 
Cabinet: 
Changes (March 2008) 48453 


GEORGIA 
Abkhazia: 
Appeal for international recognition of independ- 
ence (March 2008) 48475 
Declaration of Russian support for breakaway 
republics of Abkhazia and South Ossetia 
(April 2008) 48546 
Shooting down of Georgian reconnaissance 
drone by Abkhazia (May 2008) 48593-94 
Appointments: 
Eka Tkeshelashvili as foreign minister (May 
2008) 48593 
Cabinet: 
New (Jan. 2008) 48375-76 
Constitution: 
Amendments to reduce number of deputies in 
new legislature (March 2008) 48475 
Economy: 
Amendments to budget (March 2008) 48475-76 
Elections: 
Legislative (May 2008) 48593 
Plebiscites on timing of legislative elections and 
support for accession to NATO (Jan. 2008) 
48375 
Presidential (Jan. 2008) 48375 
Foreign relations: 
France 
Grant of political asylum to former Georgian 
Defence Minister lrakli Rekhviashvili (April 
2008) 48546 
Russia 
Accusation of violation of Georgian airspace 
over Abkhazia (April 2008) 48546 
Declaration of Russian support for break- 
away republics of Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia (April 2008) 48546 
Increased tension after shooting down of 
Georgian drone over Abkhazia by 
Russian fighter jet (May 2008) 48594 
Lifting of postal and visa restrictions (April 
2008) 48546 
Restoration of air services (March 2008) 
48475 
Obituary: 
Patarkatsishvili, Arkady “Badri” (opposition oli- 
garch) in exile in UK (Feb. 2008) 48426 
President: 
Re-election of Mikhail Saakashvili (Jan. 2008) 
48375 
Security: 
Demonstration in Tbilisi against President 
Saakashvili (Feb. 2008) 48426 
Marches demanding recount of election results 
(Jan. 2008) 48375 
South Ossetia: 
Appeal for international recognition of independ- 
ence (March 2008) 48475 
Trial: 
Sentencing in absentia of former Defence 
Minister lrakli Rekhviashvili for extortion 
(March 2008) 48475 
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GEORGIA (contd) 
UN: 
Resolution 1808 to entend mandate of UN 
Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG) 
(April 2008) 48546 


GERMANY 
Chancellor: 

Decision by Angela Merkel not to attend open- 
ing ceremony of Beijing Olympic Games 
(March 2008) 48483 

Community issues: 

Banning of three-far right groups in North-Rhine 
Westphalia (May 2008) 48597 

Call by Turkish Prime Minister Recep Erdogan 
to protect Turks in Germany (March 2008) 
48482 

Charges of inciting racial hatred against leader 
of far-right NPD Udo Voigt and others (March 
2008) 48482-83 

Expulsion of Lower Saxony legislator for advo- 
cating return of East German security serv- 
ice (the Stasi) (Feb. 2008) 48435 

Third Muslim Integration conference 
Recommendation of teaching of Islam in 
schools (March 2008) 48482 

Defence: 

Controversy over remarks by Defence Minister 
on reintroduction of Iron Cross (March 2008) 
48482 

Further convictions of army officers for mistreat- 
ment of recruits (March 2008) 48482 

Ruling on unconstitutionality of 2003 deploy- 
ment of German troops in NATO AWACS 
flights over Turkey (May 2008) 48597 

Disaster: 

Death of nine members of two Turkish immi- 
grant families in fire in Ludwigshafen (Feb. 
2008) 48435 

Economy: 

Agreement on wage increase for train drivers 
(Jan. 2008) 48366 

Decision by E.ON to sell part of power distribu- 
tion grid (Feb. 2008) 48435 

Fall in unemployment (Jan. 2008) 48366 

Losses in WestLB bank (Jan. 2008) 48366 

Strikes by public sector workers demanding pay 
increases (March 2008) 48482 

Elections: 

State 
Hamburg (Feb. 2008) 48435 
Hesse (Jan. 2008) 48365; 48366 
Lower Saxony (Jan. 2008) 48365; 48366 

Espionage: 

Charges against German national for spying for 
Saudi Arabia (May 2008) 48597 

Warning on threat of industrial espionage from 
Russia and China (May 2008) 48597 

Federal Court of Justice: 

Ruling on illegality of use of anti-terrorism laws 
against anti-globalisation campaigners (Jan. 
2008) 48366 

Foreign relations: 

China 

Talks in Berlin to normalise relations (Jan. 
2008) 48366 

Meeting of Economic Co-operation and 
Development Minister with Dalai Lama (May 
2008) 48597 

Tension with Liechtenstein over tax evasion 
scandal (Feb. 2008) 48435 

Turkey 
Visit of Prime Minister Recep Erdogan (Feb. 

2008) 48435 
USA 
Agreement on reciprocal access to biometric 
databases for suspected terrorists and 
criminals (March 2008) 48482 
Former Chancellor Kohl: 

Announcement of marriage to economist Maike 

Richter (April 2008) 48542 


Subject index 


GERMANY (contd) 
Former East Germany: 

Confirmation of status of two journalists on 
Berliner Zeitung as former Stasi informers 
(April 2008) 48542 

Renewal of claims against leader of The Left 
Gregor Gysi of having been informer for 
Stasi (May 2008) 48597 

Health: 

Prosecution of former Chancellor Helmut 
Schmidt and his wife under anti-smoking 
laws (Jan. 2008) 48366 

Political parties: 

Announcement of co-chairperson of Greens 
Reinhard Biitikofer of intention to stand for 
European Parliament (March 2008) 48482 

Authorisation by SPD for formation of coalition 
with Greens in Hesse (Feb. 2008) 48435 

Nomination by SPD of Gesine Schwan as fed- 
eral presidential candidate (May 2008) 
48597 

Resignation: 

Chairman of Deutsche Post Klaus Zumwinkel 

(Feb. 2008) 48435 
Security: 

Arrest of Pakistani-German on suspicion of sup- 
plying al-Qaida (Feb. 2008) 48435 

Confession by Lebanese national of involve- 
ment in 2006 attempted bombing of com- 
muter trains (Feb. 2008) 48435 

Denial of official involvement in training of 
Libyan police officers (April 2008) 48542 

Disappearance of dissident Russian Jewish 
artist Anna Mikhalchuk (March 2008) 48483 

Disciplinary measures against Federal 
Intelligence Service (BND) over interception 
of e-mails (April 2008) 48542 

Discovery of body of dissident Russian artist 
Anna Mikhalchuk in Spree river (April 2008) 
48542 

Naming of Turkish national as first known sui- 
cide bomber (March 2008) 48482 

Proposal by CDU/CSU for creation of national 
security council (May 2008) 48597 

Raids on 17 Islamic centres and arrest of nine 
people (April 2008) 48542 

Ruling on legality of searches of data on private 
computers via the Internet (Feb. 2008) 
48435 

Ruling on legality of telephone monitoring (Jan. 
2008) 48365-66 

Temporary closure of Berlin art gallery after 
threats of violence by Muslims (Feb. 2008) 
48435 

Social issues: 

Dedication of memorial to gay men and les- 
bians persecuted under Nazi regime (May 
2008) 48597 

Report on rise in number of left-wing extremists 
(May 2008) 48597 

States: 

Agreement of Greens in Hamburg to formation 
of coalition with CDU (March 2008) 48482 

Authorisation by SPD for formation of coalition 
with Greens in Hesse (Feb. 2008) 48435 

Decision by SPD leader in Hesse against for- 
mation of coalition with Greens (March 2008) 
48482 

Election of Stanislaw Tillich as minister presi- 
dent of Saxony (May 2008) 48597 

Resignation of Premier of Saxony Georg 
Milbradt (April 2008) 48541 

Roland Koch to remain as minister president of 
Hesse heading minority administration (April 

2008) 48541-42 i 
Tax evasion scandal: 

Outrage at use by wealthy Germans of “founda- 

tions” in Liechtenstein (Feb. 2008) 48435 
Trade: 

Statistics showing Germany as world’s leading 

exporter (Feb. 2008) 48435 
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GERMANY (contd) 
Transport: 

Abandonment on grounds of cost of proposed 
“maglev’ train between Munich and airport 
(March 2008) 48483 

Agreement on partial privatisation of Deutsche 
Bahn railways (April 2008) 48542 

Referendum on proposed closure of Berlin’s 
Tempelhof airport (April 2008) 48542 

Trial: 

Conviction of far-right activist Horst Mahler for 
Holocaust denial (April 2008) 48542 

Conviction of German-Moroccan for providing 
support to al-Qaida (Jan. 2008) 48366 

Imprisonment of former trade union official on 
charges in Volkswagen inducements scandal 
(Feb. 2008) 48435 


GHANA 
Appointments: 
Oboshie Sai-Cofie as tourism and diaspora 
minister (April 2008) 48511 
Stephen Asamoah-Boateng as information min- 
ister (April 2008) 48511 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Jan. 2008) 48339; (April 2008) 48511 
Dismissal: 
Minister of national security Francis Poku (Jan. 
2008) 48339 
Energy: 
Discovery of major off-shore oil field by Anglo- 
Irish Tullow Oil company (May 2008) 48569 
Security: 
Ethnic violence between Kusasi and Mamprusi 
youths (Jan. 2008) 48339 


GREECE 
Economy: 

Approval of controversial pension reform bill 
(March 2008) 48488-89 

Third general strike in protests at pension 
reform (March 2008) 48489 

Widespread protests against proposed pen- 
sions reform (Feb. 2008) 48438 

Energy: 

Agreement with Russia on construction of natu- 

ral gas pipeline (April 2008) 48536 
Foreign relations: 

Visit by Prime Minister Kostas Karamanlis to 

Turkey (Jan. 2008) 48378 
Immigration and asylum: 

Criticism by UNHCR of failures in procedural 
arrangements for asylum seekers (April 
2008) 48536 

Obituary: 

Christodoulos, Archbishop (head of Greek 

Orthodox Church) (Jan. 2008) 48378 - 
Security: 

Arson attacks on diplomatic and foreign cars by 
Informal Anarchist Federation (April 2008) 
48536 


GREENLAND 
Denmark: 

Visit by Danish Prime Minister Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen for discussion of plan for full 
sovereignty (May 2008) 48605 

Energy: 

Proposal to divide potential income from oil 
reserves with Denmark to offset annual sub- 
sidy (Jan. 2008) 48378 


GROUP OF SEVEN (G-7) see INDUSTRIALISED 
COUNTRIES 


GUATEMALA 
Appointment: 
Romulo Caballeros as minister of the economy 
(May 2008) 48575 
Cabinet: 
New (Jan. 2008) 48344-45 


ee 


GUATEMALA (contd) 
Death penalty: 
Adoption of law allowing commutation of death 
sentences (Feb. 2008) 48401 
Presidential veto of bill to reinstate capital pun- 
ishment (March 2008) 48456 
5 Disaster: 
Crash of passenger bus into ravine (March 
2008) 48456 
Political parties: 
Split in opposition Grand National Alliance (Feb. 
2008) 48401 
President: 
Inauguration of Alvaro Colom Caballeros (Jan. 
2008) 48344-45 
Refusal by Caballeros of pardon for 21 prisoners 
on death row (Feb. 2008) 48401 
UN: 
Inauguration of International Commission 
Against Impunity in Guatemala (Jan. 2008) 
48345 


GUINEA 
Appointment: 
Issa Conde as minister of communications (Jan. 
2008) 48339 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Jan. 2008) 48339 
Defence: 

Mutiny after dismissal of defence minister (May 
2008) 48568 

Protests by soldiers demanding payment of 
bonus arrears (May 2008) 48567 

Dismissals: 

Defence Minister Gen. Mamadou Bailo Diallo 
(May 2008) 48567-68 

Minister of Communications Justin Morel (Jan. 
2008) 48339 

Economy: 

Agreement with Paris Club for cancellation and 

rescheduling of debt (Jan. 2008) 48339 
Political parties: 

Removal of Ousmane Bah as chairman of 
Union for Progress and Renewal (April 2008) 
48511 

Prime Minister: 

Appointment of Ahmed Tidiane Souare (May 
2008) 48567 

Dismissal of Lansana Kouyate (May 2008) 
48567 

Security: 

Violent protests against President Lansana 

Conté (May 2008) 48567 


GUINEA-BISSAU 
Economy: 
Approva! by IMF of Special Drawing Rights in 
Emergency Post-Conflict Assistance (Jan. 
2008) 48341 


GUYANA 
Appointments: 
Carolyn Rodrigues as foreign affairs minister 
(April 2008) 48518 
Pauline Sukhai-Campbell as Amerindian affairs 
minister (April 2008) 48518 
Economy: 
Budget (Feb. 2008) 48404 
Security: 
Massacre by gunmen in assault on police sta- 
tion (Feb. 2008) 48404 


H 


HAITI 
Cabinet: 
Fall of government (April 2008) 48518 
Prime Minister: 
Dismissal of Jacques Edouard Alexis after 
confidence vote in Senate (April 2008) 
48518 


HAITI (contd) 

Failure of Chamber of Deputies to ratify 
appointment of Ericq Pierre (May 2008) 
48575 

Nomination of Ericq Pierre (April 2008) 48518 

Security: 

Widespread unrest triggered by food price 

increases (April 2008) 48518 
UN: 

Call by Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon for 

urgent assistance to Haiti (April 2008) 48518 


HEALTH AND EPIDEMIC DISEASES 
see also AIDS; SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH; WORLD 
HEALTH ORGANISATION (WHO) 
Australia: 
Report on testing of toxic herbicide Agent 
Orange in Queensland (May 2008) 48589 
Avian influenza: 
Bangladesh 
Recovery of young child in first human case 
in country (May 2008) 48581 
China 
Death of woman from H5N1 strain of virus 
(Feb. 2008) 48412 
India 
Culls of poultry to contain serious outbreak 
in West Bengal (Feb. 2008) 48409 
Indonesia 
Seventh death in month from H5N1 strain of 
virus (Jan. 2008) 48351 
Cholera: 
Somalia 
Cholera outbreaks in Hiiraan region and on 
Kenyan border (Feb. 2008) 48393 
Food safety: 
China 
Fears over food safety after illness of 
Japanese after eating contaminated 
dumplings (Jan. 2008) 48359 
Investigation into food poisoning by contami- 
nated frozen dumplings in Japan (Feb. 
2008) 48412 
India 
Deaths of 148 people from drinking toxic 
illegal alcohol (May 2008) 48582 
USA 
Approval for human consumption of meat 
and milk from cloned animals (Jan. 2008) 
48344 
Recall of large amounts of ground beef after 
evidence of use of sick cattle (Feb. 2008) 
48401 
Influenza: 
Peru 
Controversy over deaths from flu among 
indigenous Matsigenka people after visit 
by UK television company (March 2008) 
48457 
Nutrition: 
France 
Ban on websites encouraging of excessive 
thinness and anorexia (April 2008) 48538 
India 
Warning by UNICEF of malnutrition risk 
among children due to food price rises 
(May 2008) 48582 
Smoking: 
France 
Ban in bars, cafes, clubs, and restaurants 
(Jan. 2008) 48365 
Germany 
Prosecution of former Chancellor Helmut 
Schmidt and his wife under anti-smoking 
laws (Jan. 2008) 48366 
Lithuania 
Fine on hotel to be paid by prime minister for 
smoking in hotel room (March 2008) 48490 
Portugal 
Ban in pubs, cafes, bars, and restaurants 
(Jan. 2008) 48368 
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HEALTH AND EPIDEMIC DISEASES (contd) 
Violation of smoking ban by Prime Minister 
José Sécrates (May 2008) 48600 
Turkey 
Ban in public places (Jan. 2008) 48375 
~ Extension of ban to public spaces and 
venues and government facilities (May 
2008) 48595 
Tuberculosis: 
UK 
Case in Scotland of extremely drug resistant 
tuberculosis (March 2008) 48487 
vCJD: 
Spain 
Two deaths from vCJD (human form of “mad 
cow disease”) (April 2008) 48537 


HONDURAS 
Cabinet: 
Reshuffle (Jan. 2008) 48345 
Economy: 
Approval by IMF of standby credit arrangement 
(April 2008) 48514 
Supreme Court: 
Veto of presidential decree on restrictions on 
car use (April 2008) 48514 


HONG KONG 
Economy: 
Budget (Feb. 2008) 48412 
Resignation: 
Adviser to Chief Executive David Li (Feb. 2008) 
48412 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
see also DEATH PENALTY; EUROPEAN COURT 

OF HUMAN RIGHTS (ECHR); UNITED 

NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

(UNHRC); WAR CRIMES 

Bangladesh: 

Claim by son of former Prime Minister Zia of 

torture in prison (Jan. 2008) 48354 
Canada: 

Inclusion of USA and Israel in list of countries 
where prisoners at risk of torture (Jan. 2008) 
48344 

China: 

Apparent crackdown on dissent (Feb. 2008) 
48412 

Arrest of prominent dissident Hu Jia (Feb. 2008) 
48412 

Disruptions by human rights protesters of 
progress of Olympic torch to Beijing (March 
2008) 48461; (April 2008) 48519 

Italy: 

Criticism by Amnesty International, EU Roma 
Policy Coalition, and others of treatment of 
Roma (May 2008) 48598 

Jordan: 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) report on US CIA 
“extraordinary renditions” to Jordan (April 
2008) 48553 

Kenya: 

Demand by UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights that no amnesty be given for post- 
election human rights violations (March 
2008) 48450 

Mozambique: 

Allegations against police response to rising 

crime rates (April 2008) 48511 
Russia: 

Call by ECHR for transfer to hospital of Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky (Feb. 2008) 48425 

Claims by Amnesty International and Human 
Rights Watch of restrictions on freedom of 
expression (Feb. 2008) 48426 

Forcible detention in psychiatric facility of Other 
Russia activist Roman Nikolaichik (Feb. 
2008) 48425 

Somalia: 
Allegations by Amnesty International of attacks 


Subject index 
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HUMAN RIGHTS (contd) 
on civilians by the transitional national gov- 


ernment (TNG), Ethiopian soldiers, Islamists, 
and bandits (May 2008) 48565-66 
Sri Lanka: 

Accusation of massacre in 2006 by security 
forces near Trincomalee (April 2008) 48529 

Report on abductions and disappearances by 
government (March 2008) 48469 

Turkey: 

Approval of bill to amend controversial Article 
301 of Turkish Penal Code (April 2008) 48545 

Approval by President Gul of constitution 
reforms rescinding ban on wearing of hijab in 
universities (Feb. 2008) 48427 

Claims by Council of Europe committee over 
effect of solitary confinement of Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK) leader Abdullah 
Ocalan (March 2008) 48481 

Closure of gay association Lambda Istanbul 
(May 2008) 48594-95 

Criticism of article on website of directorate of 
religious affairs on role of women (May 2008) 
48594 

Proposal by ruling Justice and Development 
Party (AKP) to lift constitutional ban on wear- 
ing of Islamic headscarf in universities (Jan. 
2008) 48374-75 

Report on proposed amendment to Article 301 
of Penal Code on “insulting Turkishness” 
(Jan. 2008) 48375 

Signing into law of reform of Article 301 of 
Turkish penal code (May 2008) 48594 

UK: 

Admission of human rights breaches in treat- 
ment of Iraqi civilians held by UK forces 
(March 2008) 48486 

USA: 

Confirmation by director of CIA of use of “water- 
boarding” technique on three terrorist sus- 
pects (Feb. 2008) 48400 


HUNGARY 
Appointment: 
Tibor Draskovics as justice minister (Feb. 2008) 
48436 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Feb. 2008) 48436 
Reshuffle (April 2008) 48543 
Dismissals: 
Health Minister Agnes Horvath (March 2008) 
48481-82 : : 
Justice Minister Albert Takacs (Feb. 2008) 
48436 
Economy: 
Rejection in referendum of reforms designed to 
reduce budget deficit (March 2008) 48481-82 
Energy: 
Agreement with Russia on supply of natural gas 
(Feb. 2008) 48436 
Health: 
Rejection in referendum of proposed reforms 
(March 2008) 48481-82 
Political parties: 
Withdrawal of Alliance of Free Democrats from 
ruling coalition (April 2008) 48543 
Prime Minister: 
Collapse of coalition (April 2008) 48543 


IAEA see INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY 
AGENCY (IAEA) 


ICELAND 
Defence: 
Establishment of new agency with responsibility 
for security (May 2008) 48604 
Economy: 
Emergency bank interest rate rise to stem infla- 
tion (March 2008) 48490 


ICELAND (contd) 

Emergency funding measures by central banks 
of Sweden, Denmark, and Norway to sta- 
bilise banking system (May 2008) 48604 

Further interest rate rise to restore confidence 
in financial system (April 2008) 48550 

President: 

No nominations to stand against Olafur Ragnar 
Grimsson in presidential elections in June 
(May 2008) 48604 


ICJ see INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE (ICJ) 
IMF see INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND (IMF) 


IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION 
Asylum: 
Greece 
Criticism by UNHCR of failures in procedural 
arrangements for asylum seekers (April 
2008) 48536 
Nauru 
Release of last Sri Lankan asylum seekers 
to Australia (Feb. 2008) 48420 
UK 
Ruling against government ban on NHS 
treatment for failed asylum seekers (April 
2008) 48539 
Statistics on applications for political asylum 
(Feb. 2008) 48430; (May 2008) 48602 
France: 
Rejection of amnesty for illegal immigrants in 
jobs (April 2008) 48538 
Target for expulsion of illegal immigrants (Jan. 
2008) 48365 
Israel: 
Crackdown on illegal African immigrants (Feb. 
2008) 48440 
Italy: 
Measures to crackdown on illegal immigration 
(May 2008) 48598 
Vigilante attacks against immigrants and Roma 
camps in Rome and Naples (May 2008) 48598 
UK: 
Anecdotal evidence of return home of many 
Polish workers (May 2008) 48602 
Arrest of 25 Romanian Roma suspected of traf- 
ficking children for street robbery (Jan. 2008) 
48369 
Ban on applications from non-EU junior doctors 
for training (Feb. 2008) 48430 
Consultation paper on new system for “earned 
citizenship” for non-EU immigrants (Feb. 
2008) 48430 
Report by House of Lords on claimed economic 
benefits of net immigration (April 2008) 
48539 
Ruling against government withdrawal of settle- 
ment rights due to change in immigration 
rules (April 2008) 48539 
Ruling on repatriation of unaccompanied chil- 
dren (Jan. 2008) 48369 
Speech by chairman of Commission for Equality 
and Human Rights on debate on immigration 
(April 2008) 48539 
Statistics on grants of citizenship to persons 
from Asia and Africa (May 2008) 48602 
Statistics on work applications from ex-commu- 
nist EU states (May 2008) 48602 


INDIA 
Agriculture: 

Statistics on number of suicides by farmers hit 
by debt and production difficulties (March 
2008) 48469 

Andhra Pradesh: 

Formal surrender of leader of Naxalite 

Communist Party of India (Feb. 2008) 48409 
Arunachal Pradesh: 

Appointment of Joginder Jaswant Singh as gov- 

ernor (Jan. 2008) 48354 


Subject index 
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INDIA (contd) 

Visit of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to 
announce development projects (Feb. 2008) 
48409 

Assam: 

Death of decorated soldier in attack on United 
Liberation Front of Assam rebels (Jan. 2008) 
48354 

Bihar state: 
Attacks on Hindi-speaking migrant workers 
(March 2008) 48469 
Cabinet: 
Reshuffle (April 2008) 48528 
Chhattisgarh: 

Demands by Nobel laureates for release of 
human rights activist Binayak Sen (May 
2008) 48582 

Economy: 

Budget (Feb. 2008) 48408 

Forecast of economic growth (Feb. 2008) 
48408 

Measures to control food inflation including ban 
on rice exports and to establish strategic 
reserves (April 2008) 48528 

Plans for debt relief for poor smallholding farm- 
ers (Feb. 2008) 48408 

Separate railways budget for investment in 
modernisation and expansion (Feb. 2008) 
48408-09 

Elections: 

State assembly 
Karnataka (May 2008) 48581 
Meghalaya (March 2008) 48468 
Nagaland (March 2008) 48468 
Tripura (March 2008) 48468 

Foreign relations: 

Australia 

Reversal of policy on supply of uranium (Jan. 
2008) 48354 

Pakistan 

Renewal of peace talks in Islamabad (May 
2008) 48581 

Talks on cross-border terrorism, border 
disputes, and sovereignty over Kashmir 
(May 2008) 48581 


Rejection of appeal by USA to put pressure 
on Iran to suspend uranium enrichment 
(April 2008) 48528 
Gujarat: 

Announcement of compensation for victims of 

2002 riots (May 2008) 48582 
Health: 

Avian influenza 
Culls of poultry to contain serious outbreak 
in West Bengal (Feb. 2008) 48409 

Deaths of 148 people from drinking toxic illegal 
alcohol (May 2008) 48582 

Warning by UNICEF of malnutrition risk among 
children due to food price rises (May 2008) 
48582 

Jammu and Kashmir: 

Call for investigation of unmarked graves dis- 
covered in area of insurgency fighting (April 
2008) 48528 

Clashes with separatist group Hizbul 
Mujaheddin (HM) (Jan. 2008) 48354-55 

Cross-border clash killing Indian soldier (May 
2008) 48581 

Deaths of militants in clashes in Kupwara dis- 
trict (April 2008) 48528 

Fighting with militants in Samba district (May 
2008) 48581 

Statistics on exodus of Pandits in 1989-90 (April 
2008) 48528-29 

Manipur: 

New separatist attacks on Assam Rifles person- 

nel (March 2008) 48469 
Nagaland: 

Imposition of direct presidential rule after col- 

lapse of state government (Jan. 2008) 48354 


INDIA (contd) 
Nuclear issues: 

Attempts to resolve co-operation with USA on 
civil nuclear technology (March 2008) 48469 

Reversal of Australian policy on supply of urani- 
um (Jan. 2008) 48354 

Warning by US on negotiations for civil nuclear 
co-operation (Feb. 2008) 48409 

Security: 

Bombings in Jaipur claimed by unknown Indian 
Mujaheddin group (May 2008) 48581 

Claims of weakness in policing outside New 
Delhi (capital) (May 2008) 48581 

Declaration by Muslim scholars of Deodand 
school in Uttar Pradesh of Islamic condem- 
nation of terrorism (Feb. 2008) 48409 

Departure of exiled Bangladeshi author Taslima 
Nasreen for Europe (March 2008) 48469 

High level of security for New Delhi stage of 
Olympic torch relay (April 2008) 48528 

Statistics on civilian casualties of separatist 
insurgencies (Feb. 2008) 48409 

Suppression of pro-Tibet protests (March 2008) 
48468-69 

Social issues: 

Demonstrations by Gujjar community in 
Rajasthan downgrading to Other Backward 
Caste status for entitlement to reserved 
access (May 2008) 48581 

Supreme Court approval of extension of affir- 
mative action for Other Backward Classes to 
higher education (April 2008) 48529 

Visit by Priyanka Gandhi to imprisoned 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
leader Nalini Sriharan (April 2008) 48529 

Storms and floods: 
Uttar Pradesh (May 2008) 48582 
Supreme Court: 

Ordering of new investigation of 2002 riots in 

Gujarat (March 2008) 48468 
Trials: 

Conviction of 11 men for rape and murder 
during 2002 anti-Muslim riots (Jan. 2008) 
48354 

Conviction of three men for assisting in 1999 
hijack of airliner (Feb. 2008) 48409 

Uttar Pradesh: 

Arrest of six members of Lashkar-i-Toiba sus- 
pected of involvement in 2005 attacks (Feb. 
2008) 48409 

Deaths of at least 128 in storm (May 2008) 
48582 

West Bengal: 

Arrest of leader of Naxalite Communist Party of 
India (Feb. 2008) 48409 

Fighting between rival political parties in local 
elections (May 2008) 48582 


INDONESIA 
Appointment: 

Gen. Djoko Santoso as chief of staff of 
Indonesian armed forces (TNI) (Jan. 2008) 
48349 

Aviation: 

Report on 2007 crash of Adam Air airliner 

(March 2008) 48463 
Corruption: 

Acquittal of late former President Suharto on 
corruption allegations in civil suit (March 
2008) 48463 

Continuation of civil claims against estate of for- 
mer President Suharto (Jan. 2008) 48349 

Dismissal of civil suit against Hutomo “Tommy” 
Suharto (Feb. 2008) 48417 

Investigation of governor of Bank Indonesia 
Burhanuddin Abdullah for alleged bribery 
(Jan. 2008) 48351 

Economy: 

Incentives to increase soya bean production 
after protests at price rises (Jan. 2008) 
48351 


INDONESIA (contd) 
Elections: 
Regional (Jan. 2008) 48349; 48351 
Energy: 

Dispute with ExxonMobil over development of 
offshore gas field (Feb. 2008) 48417 

Reduction in fuel subsidies balanced by cash 
assistance to poor families (May 2008) 
48578-79 

Withdrawal from OPEC at end of year because 
of net imports of oil (May 2008) 48578 

Environment: 

Plan to cut carbon emissions by reducing forest 
burning and oil consumption (May 2008) 
48579 

Foreign relations: 

USA 

Lifting of travel warning due to improved 
security (May 2008) 48579 
Health: 

Avian influenza 
Seventh death in month from H5N1 strain of 
virus (Jan. 2008) 48351 

Law and legislation: 

Law to ban online pornography and defamatory 

material (March 2008) 48463 
Obituary: 

Suharto (former president) (Jan. 2008) 48349; 

48350 
Papua province: 

Discontent with special autonomy status (March 

2008) 48463 
Security: 

Imposition of local bans on Ahmadiyya sect 
(May 2008) 48579 

Proposal to ban Ahmadiyya sect as “deviant” 
Muslim group (April 2008) 48522-23 

Protests at Supreme Court annulment of South 
Sulawesi gubernatorial elections (Jan. 2008) 
48351 

Release of former East Timor militia leader 
Eurico Guterres (April 2008) 48523 

Supreme Court: 

Reversal of commutation of death sentences on 
three Australians convicted of smuggling 
heroin (March 2008) 48463 

Ruling on conviction of Pollycarpus Budihari 
Priyanto for murder of human rights activist 
Munir (Jan. 2008) 48349 

Trials: 

Conviction of former airline chief executive Indra 
Setiawan over death of human rights activist 
Munir (Feb. 2008) 48417 

Conviction of two leaders of militant Islamic 
group Jemaah Islamiah (Jl) (April 2008) 
48522 

Sentencing of Johan Teterisa for treason in 
Molucca (April 2008) 48522 


INDUSTRIALISED COUNTRIES 
G-7: 
Finance ministers meeting with IMF (April 2008) 
48556 
Finance ministers meeting in Tokyo 
Discussion of threat of global recession (Feb. 
2008) 48445 


INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL FINANCE (IIF) 
Annual meeting, Rio de Janeiro: 
Discussion of code of practice for banks in 
response to global credit crisis (March 2008) 
48500 


INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY 
(IAEA) 
Iran: 
Further report on lack of co-operation on infor- 
mation on uranium enrichment (May 2008) 
48610 
Report critical of failure to answer questions on 
military intentions (Feb. 2008) 48441 


INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED 
CROSS (ICRC) 
Sri Lanka: 


Report on level of civilian casualties (Feb. 2008) 
48409 


INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE (ICU) 
Peru: 
Instigation of proceedings against Chile in mar- 
itime border dispute (Jan. 2008) 48346 
Singapore: 
Ruling in favour of Singapore in dispute with 
Malaysia on Pedra Branca island (May 2008) 
48590 


INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND (IMF) 
Emergency Post-Conflict Assistance: 
Céte d’lvoire (April 2008) 48508 
Guinea-Bissau (Jan. 2008) 48341 
Finances: 
Plan to stabilise finances by sale of one eighth 
of gold reserves (April 2008) 48556 
Financial Stability Forum: 
Endorsement of plan requiring banks to raise 
capital reserves (April 2008) 48556 
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) 
Initiative: 
Liberia 
Eligibility (Feb. 2008) 48398 
Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility: 
Mali (May 2008) 48567 
Niger (May 2008) 48567 
Togo (April 2008) 48508 
Special Drawing Rights: 
Bangladesh (April 2008) 48527 
Honduras (April 2008) 48514 
Spring Meeting, Washington, DC: 
Discussion of global food crisis (April 2008) 48556 
Endorsement of FSF plan on bank reserves 
(April 2008) 48556 
Meeting with G-7 finance ministers (April 2008) 
48556 
World Economic Outlook: 
Cut in forecast of economic growth (April 2008) 
48556 
Publication of unscheduled revision to incorpo- 
rate effects of credit crisis (Jan. 2008) 48386 


INTERNET/WORLD WIDE WEB 
France: 
Ban on websites encouraging of excessive thin- 
ness and anorexia (April 2008) 48538 
Germany: 
Ruling on legality of searches of data on private 
computers via the Internet (Feb. 2008) 48435 
Saudi Arabia: 
Arrest of influential “blogger” (Jan. 2008) 48380; 
(April 2008) 48552-53 
Trademarks: 
Statistics on complaints alleging abusive regis- 
tration of trademarks on the Internet (March 
2008) 48501 


IRAN 
Appointments: 
Nomination of Hossein Samsami as minister of 
economy (April 2008) 48552 
Death penalty: 
Confirmation of sentence on journalist (Feb. 
2008) 48442 
Increasing number of executions (Jan. 2008) 
48379 
Move to reduce number of public executions 
(Jan. 2008) 48379 
Disaster: 
Explosion and fire at chemical plant near Arak 
(May 2008) 48610 
Elections: 
Legislative 
Disqualification of more than 2,400 reformist 
candidates (Feb. 2008) 48442 
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Subject index 
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IRAN (contd) 
Incomplete results indicating victory for 
supporters of President Anmadi-Nejad 
(March 2008) 48492 
Second round (April 2008) 48552 
Espionage: 

Conviction of former nuclear negotiator Hossein 
Mousavian for breaching national security 
(April 2008) 48552 

Foreign relations: 
Germany 
Expulsion of German diplomat (Jan. 2008) 
48379 
USA 
Claim by US President Bush in UAE of 
Iranian support for terrorism (Jan. 2008) 
48379 

Claim of US and UK involvement in explo- 
sion in mosque in Shiraz in April (May 
2008) 48610 

Ending of talks on security issues in Iraq 
(May 2008) 48610 

Tensions over confrontation with US navy 
vessels in Strait of Hormuz (Jan. 2008) 
48379 

Majlis (legislature): 

Election of Ali Larijani as speaker (May 2008) 

48610 
Media: 

Closure of cinema and lifestyle magazines 

(March 2008) 48493 
Nuclear issues: 

Announcement of additional uranium enrich- 
ment centrifuges in defiance of UN Security 
Council (April 2008) 48552 

Circulation by IAEA of latest report on lack of 
co-operation on information on uranium 
enrichment (May 2008) 48610 

Report by IAEA critical of failure to answer 
questions on military intentions (Feb. 2008) 
48441 

Warning by Ali Larijani as speaker of Majlis of 
possible limits to co-operation with IAEA 
(May 2008) 48610 

President: 

Report of criticism of President Anmadi-Nejad 
by supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
(Jan. 2008) 48379 

Resignation: 

Economy Minister Davud Danesh-Jafari (April 

2008) 48552 
Security: 

Accusations by deputy al-Qaida leader Ayman 
al-Zawahari against Iran and Hezbollah (April 
2008) 48552 

Explosion in mosque in Shiraz said to be acci- 
dental (April 2008) 48552 

Space: 

Launch of rocket from new space centre (Feb. 

2008) 48441-42 
UN: 

Resolution 1803 to impose further sanctions for 
refusal to halt uranium enrichment (March 
2008) 48492-93 


IRAQ 
Agriculture: 
Report of increased cultivation of opium pop- 
pies in Diyala province (Jan. 2008) 48380 
Death penalty: 
Approval of decree to execute Gen. Ali Hassan 
al-Majid (“Chemical Ali”) (Feb. 2008) 48441 
Economy: 
Budget 
Approved (Feb. 2008) 48441 
Call by Prime Minister al-Maliki for further debt 
relief (May 2008) 48609 
Foreign relations: 
Iran 
Delegation of senior Shia officials to discuss 
concerns over Iranian funding of militias in 
lraq (May 2008) 48609 


Subject index 


IRAQ (contd) 
Visit by President Mahmoud Ahmadi-Nejad 
(March 2008) 48491-92 
Turkey 
Major incursion by Turkish troops in fight 
against Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) 
rebels (Feb. 2008) 48441 
USA 
Visit by Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
(Jan. 2008) 48379-80 
Hezbollah: 
Report of militants from Lebanese Hezbollah 
training in camps in Iran (May 2008) 48609 
Insurgency: 
Al-Qaida 
Arrest of senior “wali” in Mosul (May 2008) 
48609 
Assassination of key leader of US-backed 
Sunni Awakening Council militia (Jan. 
2008) 48380 
Bombing by US aircraft of al-Qaida “safe 
havens” in Baghdad (Jan. 2008) 48380 
Claim by CIA director of loss by Osama bin 
Laden of hearts and minds in Islamic 
world (May 2008) 48609 
Joint Iragi-US operation (Phantom Phoenix) 
launched against al-Qaida and extremist 
militias (Jan. 2008) 48380 
Major Iraqi army offensive against al-Qaida 
in Mesopotamia group in Mosul (May 
2008) 48609 
Renewal of attacks against Shias (Feb. 
2008) 48441 
Conflicting reports of success of Iraqi army 
operations in Basra (April 2008) 48551 
Further attacks in northern Iraq (Feb. 2008) 
48440 
Iraqi government offensive against Shia militias 
in Basra (March 2008) 48491 
“Mahdi Army” 
Authorisation by Muqtada al-Sadr of cease- 
fire with Iraqi army but not US troops in 
Sadr City (May 2008) 48608-09 
Call by government for “Mahdi Army” and 
other militias to disband (April 2008) 
48551 
Call by Muqtada al-Sadr for extension of 
ceasefire (Feb. 2008) 48441 
Call by Muqtada al-Sadr to followers to “end 
armed appearances’ in Basra and else- 
where (March 2008) 48491 
Fierce fighting in Sadr City with government 
forces (April 2008) 48551 
Major Iraqi army offensive against al-Qaida in 
Mesopotamia group in Mosul (May 2008) 
48609 
Offensive by Iraqi army to gain control of Sadr 
City with apparent success (May 2008) 
48609 
Suicide bombings 
Apparent use of mentally impaired women 
as suicide bombers in Baghdad (Feb. 
2008) 48440 
Attack on Sunni funeral in Diyala province 
(April 2008) 48551 
Confirmation of suicide bombing by former 
Guantanamo detainee (May 2008) 
48609 
Death of 13 people in Ramadi (April 2008) 
48551 
Death of five US soldiers in Baghdad (March 
2008) 48491 
Deaths of at least 42 at Imam Hussein 
shrine in Karbala (March 2008) 48491 
In tent filled with Shia pilgrims near Karbala 
(Feb. 2008) 48441 
Law and legislation: 
Accountability and Justice Act 
Removing restrictions on former Ba’ath party 
members (Jan. 2008) 48379 
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IRAQ (contd) ; 

General amnesty for detainees held in Iraqi 
prisons (Feb. 2008) 48441 

Law on scope of provincial powers (Feb. 2008) 
48441 

President: 

Visit by President Jalal Talabani to Turkey 

(March 2008) 48492 
Prime Minister: 

Visit by Nouri al-Maliki to Mosul during army 

operations (May 2008) 48609 
Reconstruction: 

Agreement of main Sunni grouping to rejoin 
government (April 2008) 48552 

Intention by government to invite participation of 
multinational oil companies in development 
of industry (Feb. 2008) 48441 

Meeting in Stockholm of UN-sponsored confer- 
ence to review “international compact with 
Iraq” (May 2008) 48609 

Move to reverse policy of de-Ba’athification 
(Jan. 2008) 48379-80 

Two-day national reconciliation conference 
(March 2008) 48492 

Refugees: 

Return of several thousand refugees from Syria 

(Jan. 2008) 48380 
Security: 

Accidental killing by US troops of nine Iraqi civil- 
ians during operation against al-Qaida near 
Iskandariya (Feb. 2008) 48440 

Car bombs 
Attack on police patrol in Baghdad (April 

2008) 48551 
Explosion in Baquba (Diyala province) (April 
2008) 48551 

Civilian casualties 

Report by WHO and Iraqi ministry of health 
(Jan. 2008) 48380 
Explosion in suspected militant bomb factory in 
Mosul (Jan. 2008) 48380 
Foreign troops 
Delay in withdrawal of UK troops from Basra 
(April 2008) 48551 

Speech by US President George W. Bush to 
US troops to mark fifth anniversary of 
invasion (March 2008) 48492 

Kidnappings 

Appeal by former Archbishop of Canterbury 
Lord Carey to group holding five UK 
hostages (May 2008) 48609 

Chaldean Catholic archbishop of Mosul later 
found dead (March 2008) 48491 

Freeing by Iraqi troops of UK photojournalist 
(April 2008) 48551 

Release of video showing one of five UK 
citizens held since 2007 (Feb. 2008) 48441 

UK photojournalist and Iraqi interpreter (Feb. 
2008) 48441 

Narrow escape for wife of President Talabani in 
roadside bomb attack (May 2008) 48609 

Trials: 

Opening of trial of senior officials in Saddam 
Hussein’s regime for 1992 execution of 
Baghdad merchants (April 2008) 48551-52 


IRELAND, NORTHERN 
Obituary: 
Keenan, Brian (former IRA commander) (May 
2008) 48603 
Omagh bombing (1998): 
Civil action moved from Belfast high court to 
court in Dublin (May 2008) 48603 
Civil action by relatives of victims against five 
Real IRA members (April 2008) 48541 
Re-examination by panel of experts of evidence 
(Jan. 2008) 48370 
Peace process: 
Report by Independent Monitoring Commission 
on new militant republican organisation The 
Army of Ireland (May 2008) 48602-03 


ee 


IRELAND, NORTHERN (contd) 
Political parties: 
Election of Peter Robinson as leader of 
Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) (April 


2008) 48540-41 
5 Formal handover of leadership of Democratic 
% Unionist Party (DUP) to Peter Robinson 
(May 2008) 48603 
Queen Elizabeth Ii: 

Visit to St Patrick's Anglican Cathedral in 
Armagh to distribute “Maundy money” 
(March 2008) 48487 

Religious issues: 

Participation by Rev. lan Paisley in ecumenical 
service (Jan. 2008) 48370 

Resignation of Rev. lan Paisley as moderator 
(Jan. 2008) 48370 

Resignations: 

First Minister and Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP) leader Rev. lan Paisley (March 2008) 
48487 

Junior minister lan Paisley Jnr (Feb. 2008) 
48431 

Security: 

Arrest in Donegal of BBC journalists by detec- 
tives investigating Real IRA (March 2008) 
48487 

Arrest of four IRA dissidents in connection with 
bomb attack on policeman (May 2008) 
48603 

Arrest in Lithuania of suspected Real IRA 
member trying to buy arms (Jan. 2008) 
48370 

Arrest of man in connection with death in 1977 
of Capt. Robert Nairac (May 2008) 48603 

Attack on Belfast pub possibly linked to neo- 
Nazi group Combat 18 (April 2008) 48541 

Continuing punishment beating by Ulster 
Defence Association (UDA) and the Ulster 
Volunteer Force (UVF) (Jan. 2008) 48370 

Murder of Real IRA member in Donegal (Feb. 
2008) 48431 

Reinstatement of armed checkpoints for vehi- 
cles on cross-border routes (Feb. 2008) 
48431 

Revelation of secret links between UK govern- 
ment and IRA (March 2008) 48487 

Warnings to businesses after incendiary bomb 
in sports shop in Belfast (May 2008) 48603 

Sinn Féin: 

Revelation of former member having been 
informer for UK security services (Feb. 2008) 
48431 

Trial: 

Opening of trial of loyalist Michael Stone on 
charges of attempted murder against Sinn 
Féin leaders (May 2008) 48603 


IRELAND, REPUBLIC OF 
Cabinet: 
New (May 2008) 48603 
North-South relations: 

Joint opening by Bertie Ahern and Rev. lan 
Paisley of visitor centre commemorating 
Battle of the Boyne in Co. Meath (May 2008) 
48603 

Obituary: 

Hillery, Patrick (former president) (April 2008) 

48541 
Political parties: 

Election of Brian Cowen as leader of Fianna 

Fail (April 2008) 48541 
Prime Minister: 

Election by Dail of Brian Cowen (May 2008) 
48603 

Resignation of Bertie Ahern (April 2008) 48541 


ISRAEL 
Anniversary: 
60th anniversary of founding of state of Israel 
(March 2008) 48495; 48496-97 


ISRAEL (contd) 

Visit of US President Bush to take part in cele- 

brations (May 2008) 48608 
Cabinet: 

Withdrawal of right-wing Yisrael Beiteinu party 

from coalition (Jan. 2008) 48382 
Corruption: 

New investigation into campaign donations 
received by Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 
(May 2008) 48608 

Testimony of US businessman Morris Talansky 
in investigation of Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert (May 2008) 48608 

Defence: 

Confirmation of test missile launch (Jan. 2008) 

48382 
Espionage: 

Conviction of Israeli Defence Force (IDF) 
reserve officer for selling military secrets to 
Russia, Iran, and Hamas (Jan. 2008) 48382 

Report of arrest of Iranian-born Israeli charged 
with spying for Iran (May 2008) 48608 

Foreign relations: 

Germany 

Address by Chancellor Angela Merkel to 
Knesset (March 2008) 48496-97 

Visit by Chancellor Angela Merkel (March 
2008) 48495 

Visit by Prime Minister Ehud Olmert (Feb. 
2008) 48440 

lran 
Call for international effort to halt Iran’s 

nuclear ambitions (Feb. 2008) 48440 
USA 
Visit by President George W. Bush and 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
(Jan. 2008) 48382 
Visit of President George W. Bush and 
address to Knesset (May 2008) 48608 
Immigration and asylum: 

Crackdown on illegal African immigrants (Feb. 

2008) 48440 
Knesset: 

Address by Chancellor Angela Merkel (March 
2008) 48496-97 

Address by US President George W. Bush (May 
2008) 48608 

Lebanon war: 

Final report by Winograd commission on seri- 
ous political and military failings in decision- 
making (Jan. 2008) 48381-82 

Nuclear issues: 

Assertion by former US President Jimmy Carter 
of Israel’s possession of nuclear weapons 
(May 2008) 48608 

Obituary: 

Shomron, Maj.-Gen. Dan (leader of 1976 res- 

cue at Entebbe airport) (March 2008) 48495 
Prime Minister: 

Pressure for resignation over investigation for 

corruption (May 2008) 48608 
Resignation: 

Deputy Prime Minister Avigdor Lieberman (Jan. 

2008) 48382 
Security: 

Attack by Palestinian gunman on Merkaz Harav 
religious seminary in Jerusalem (March 
2008) 48494 

Supreme Court: 

Ruling on plea bargain by former President 

Moshe Katsav (Feb. 2008) 48440 
Trials: 

Imprisonment of Omri Sharon for illegal fund 
raising (Feb. 2008) 48440 

Sentencing of former Minister of Labour Shlomo 
Benizri for bribery (April 2008) 48554 

Withdrawal of plea bargain by former President 
Katsav over rape charges (April 2008) 
48554 


ISRAELI-OCCUPIED TERRITORIES see PALESTINE 
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ITALY 
Appointment: 
Roberto Calderoli as minister without portfolio 
(May 2008) 48598 
Aviation: 
Approval of takeover of Alitalia by Air France- 
KLM (March 2008) 48488 
Cabinet: 
New (May 2008) 48597-98 
Corruption: 

Acquittal of former Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi on charges of false accounting 
(Jan. 2008) 48367 

Suspension of trial of Silvio Berlusconi on 
charges of tax fraud and false accounting 
(Feb. 2008) 48432 

Economy: 

Crisis in Naples over refuse collection (Jan. 
2008) 48367 

Decree converting emergency loan to Alitalia 
into notional asset (May 2008) 48598-99 

Designation of new landfill sites around Naples 
(May 2008) 48598 

Indefinite strike by fishermen in protest against 
rising fuel costs (May 2008) 48599 

Outrage at publication on government tax web- 
site of every citizen’s declared taxable 
income for 2005 (May 2008) 48598 

Threat by EU of action over refuse crisis in 
Naples (May 2008) 48598 

Elections: 

Demand by Silvio Berlusconi for reprinting of 
ballot papers (April 2008) 48536 

Legislative 
Announcement of retirement from politics by 

Romano Prodi (March 2008) 48488 
Called for April 13 (Feb. 2008) 48432 
Campaign tour by Walter Veltroni (March 

2008) 48488 
Candidacy of Walter Veltroni of Democratic 

Party (PD) (Feb. 2008) 48432 
Opening of campaign by Silvio Berlusconi 

(Feb. 2008) 48432 
Results (April 2008) 48535-36 

Mayoral 
Election of Giovanni Alemanno as mayor of 

Rome (April 2008) 48536 

Foreign relations: 

Libya 
Threat of repercussions if Roberto Calderoli 

appointed to ministerial post (May 2008) 

48598 

Protests at plans to expand US air base at 
Vicenza (Jan. 2008) 48367 

Human rights: 

Criticism by Amnesty International, EU Roma 
Policy Coalition, and others of treatment of 
Roma (May 2008) 48598 

Immigration and asylum: 

Measures to crackdown on illegal immigration 
(May 2008) 48598 

Vigilante attacks against immigrants and Roma 
camps in Rome and Naples (May 2008) 48598 

Media: 
Dropping of controversial decree on analogue 
broadcasting (May 2008) 48599 
Parmalat case: 
Opening of trial (March 2008) 48488 
Political parties: 

Call by Silvio Berlusconi for immediate elections 
(Jan. 2008) 48367 

Withdrawal of Popular Alliance-Democratic 
Union for Europe (UDEUR) from ruling coali- 
tion (Jan. 2008) 48366 

President: 

Call by Giorgio Napolitano for Romano Prodi to 
continue as caretaker prime minister (Jan. 
2008) 48367 

Dissolution of legislature (Feb. 2008) 48432 

Prime Minister: 

Election of Silvio Berlusconi for third term with 

clear majority (April 2008) 48535-36 


Subject index 
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ITALY (contd) 
Failure by Franco Marini to form interim admin- 
istration (Feb. 2008) 48432 
Inauguration of Silvio Berlusconi for third time 
(May 2008) 48597-98 
Resignation of Romano Prodi (Jan. 2008) 
48366-67 
Resignation: 
Justice Minister Clemente Mastella (Jan. 2008) 
48366 
Security: 
CIA kidnapping of Muslim cleric in 2003 
Resumption of trial in absentia of 26 US citi- 
zens (March 2008) 48488 
Foiling of plot by Cosa Nostra to assassinate 
Sicilian mayor Rosario Crocetta (Feb. 2008) 
48432 
Islamic death threat to Silvio Berlusconi pub- 
lished in newspaper (Jan. 2008) 48367 
Senate: 
Election of Renato Schifani as speaker (April 
2008) 48536 
Fall of government after no-confidence vote 
(Jan. 2008) 48366 
Social issues: 
Order for expulsion of radical Moroccan imam 
(Jan. 2008) 48367 
Refusal by new Equal Opportunities Minister 
Maria Carfagna to back gay pride march in 
Bologna (May 2008) 48598 
Trials: 
Opening of trial of 56 people on charges of 
fraud in Parmalat case (March 2008) 48488 
Women’s issues: 
Seizure of aborted foetus in hospital in Naples 
after claims of illegality (Feb. 2008) 48432 
Support by Berlusconi on proposed “moratori- 
um on abortion” (April 2008) 48536 


J 
JAMAICA 
Cabinet: 
Changes (May 2008) 48575 
Economy: 


Budget (March 2008) 48459 


JAPAN 
Appointments: 
Impasse over nomination of new governor of 
Bank of Japan (March 2008) 48462 
Masaaki Shirakawa as governor of Bank of 
Japan (April 2008) 48521 
Rejection of Hiroshi Watanabe as deputy gover- 
nor of Bank of Japan (April 2008) 48521 
Corruption: 
Arrest of defence ministry official on suspicion 
of bribe-taking (Feb. 2008) 48414 
Death penalty: 
Execution of four convicted prisoners (April 
2008) 48522 
Sentencing of Tetsuya Shiroo for murder of 
mayor of Nagasaki (May 2008) 48589 
Three executions despite international calls for 
moratorium (Feb. 2008) 48414 
Defence: 
Accident involving warship and fishing vessel 
(Feb. 2008) 48414 
Approval of resumption of Indian Ocean naval 
mission in support of US-led counter-terror- 
ism operations (Jan. 2008) 48362 
Discipline proceedings against destroyer offi- 
cers after collision with fishing boat (March 
2008) 48463 
New law overturning “non-military” principle to 
allow military use of space (May 2008) 
48588-89 
Dismissal: 
Naval chief of staff Eiji Yoshikawa (March 2008) 
48463 


JAPAN (contd) 
Economy: 

Controversy over extension of “emergency” tax 
on petrol (April 2008) 48521 

Increasing uncertainty (March 2008) 48462 

Use of government majority to push through 
emergency tax on fuel (May 2008) 48588 

Elections: 
By-election defeat for DPJ (April 2008) 48521 
Foreign relations: 

China 

Shelving of plan to deliver emergency aid to 
earthquake site using military aircraft 
(May 2008) 48588 

Visit to Japan of President Hu Jintao (May 
2008) 48588 

Russia 

Fines for captains of Japanese fishing ves- 
sels detained in disputed territorial waters 
(Jan. 2008) 48362 

Protest at brief incursion of Russian bomber 
into Japanese airspace (Feb. 2008) 48414 

Return of remaining four Japanese fisherman 
(Feb. 2008) 48414 

USA 

Announcement of court martial of four 
marines on charges of gang rape (March 
2008) 48463 

Dishonourable discharge of US marine after 
conviction for participation in rape in 
Hiroshima (May 2008) 48589 

Protests over behaviour of US military per- 
sonnel stationed at Okinawa including 
allegation of rape (Feb. 2008) 48413-14 

Visit of US Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice (Feb. 2008) 48414 

Nuclear issues: 

Report confirming no damage to Kashiwazaki- 
Kariwa nuclear plant in 2007 earthquake 
(Feb. 2008) 48414 

Prime Minister: 

Political struggle of Prime Minister Yasuo 
Fukuda with House of Councillors (March 
2008) 48462 

Visit by Yasuo Fukuda to Russia (April 2008) 
48522 

Security: 

Petrol bomb thrown at foreign ministry in protest 
at attitude to China (Feb. 2008) 48414 

Suicide of right-wing protester in front of Diet 
building in Tokyo (March 2008) 48462-63 

World War II: 

Controversy over withdrawal of documentary film 
about Yasukuni shrine (April 2008) 48521-22 

Visit by legislators to controversial Yasukuni 
shrine (April 2008) 48521 


JORDAN 
Death penalty: 

Commutation of death sentences of nine men 
convicted of plotting chemical attacks (May 
2008) 48607 

Economy: 

Budget (Feb. 2008) 48443 

Lifting of fuel subsidies (Feb. 2008) 48443 
Political parties: 

Dissolution of 24 parties in accordance with 
new law (April 2008) 48553 

Election of Haman Sa’id as controller general of 
Muslim Brotherhood’s Shura Council (May 
2008) 48606 

Formation of new Unified Jordanian Front Party 
(May 2008) 48606 

Security: 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) report on US CIA 
“extraordinary renditions” to Jordan (April 
2008) 48553 

Trial: 

Conviction of three men of plotting to assassi- 
nate US President Bush during 2006 visit to 
Jordan (May 2008) 48607 


KASHMIR 
Peace process: 
India-Pakistan talks on cross-border terrorism, 
border disputes, and sovereignty over 
Kashmir (May 2008) 48581 


KAZAKHSTAN 
Appointments: 

Akhmetzhan Yesimov as mayor of Almaty (April 
2008) 48534 

Akylbek Kurishbayev as minister of agriculture 
(April 2008) 48534 

Vladimir Shkolnik as ministry of industry and 
trade (Feb. 2008) 48420 

Energy: 

Agreement with Italian-led Agip KCO consor- 
tium over Kashagan oil field (Jan. 2008) 
48358-59 

Increase in tariffs on natural gas shipped from 
Russia (Feb. 2008) 48420 

Talks with Russia on possible co-operation on 
energy (May 2008) 48590 

Foreign relations: 

Visit of Russian President Dmitry Medvedev 

(May 2008) 48590 
Trade: 

Exemption of Kyrgyzstan from wheat export ban 

(April 2008) 48534 
Trials: 

Sentencing in absentia of former head of KNB 
Alnur Musayev on treason and espionage 
charges (March 2008) 48474 

Sentencing in absentia of Rakhat Aliyev on 
kidnapping charges (Jan. 2008) 48359 

Sentencing in absentia of Rakhat Aliyev on 
treason and espionage charges (March 
2008) 48474 


KENYA 
Cabinet: 

Agreement on division of posts between 
government and opposition (Feb. 2008) 
48394 

Dispute over allocation of key posts (March 
2008) 48450 

Formation of power-sharing cabinet (April 2008) 
48504 

Partial (Jan. 2008) 48336; 48337 

Constitution: 

Amendments to allow for creation of “grand 

coalition” (March 2008) 48450 
Elections: 

Legislative 
Results (Jan. 2008) 48337 

Presidential 
Government figures for results (Jan. 2008) 
48337 

Foreign relations: 

Diplomatic efforts for political settlement by 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu (Jan. 2008) 
48336 

National Assembly: 
Opening (Jan. 2008) 48337 
Political crisis: 

Intervention by President Jakaya Kikwete of 
Tanzania (Feb. 2008) 48394 

Measures towards implementation of power- 
sharing agreement (March 2008) 48450 

Protracted negotiations led by former UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan (Feb. 2008) 
48393-94 

Visit by US Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice (Feb. 2008) 48394 

President: 

Agreement on “grand coalition” with Mwai 
Kibaki remaining as president (Feb. 2008) 
48393-94 

Claim of election victory by Mwai Kibaki (Jan. 
2008) 48336 
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KENYA (contd) 
Prime Minister: 

Appointment of Raila Odinga to enhanced post 

(Feb. 2008) 48394 
Security: 

Continuing tribal violence in wake of elections 
(March 2008) 48450 

Fighting between police and illegal Mungiki sect 
(April 2008) 48504 

Massacre of Kikuyu villagers at Eldoret (Jan. 
2008) 48336 

Serious tribal violence after disputed elections 
(Jan. 2008) 48336; (Feb. 2008) 48393 

Shootings of two Orange Democratic Movement 
(ODM) legislators (Jan. 2008) 48336 

UN: 

Demand by UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights that no amnesty be given for post- 
election human rights violations (March 
2008) 48450 

Visits by former General Secretary Kofi Annan 
(Jan. 2008) 48336; (Feb. 2008) 48393 


KIRIBATI 
Environment: 
Establishment of world’s largest marine wildlife 
sanctuary in Phoenix Islands Protected Area 
(Feb. 2008) 48444 


KOREA, DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
(NORTH KOREA) 
Defections: 

Army officer to South across western sector of 
border (April 2008) 48520 

Regional official Jeong Choon Shil to China via 
Thailand (Feb. 2008) 48413 

Foreign relations: 

USA 
Resumption of food aid (May 2008) 48588 
Unprecedented Visit by New York 

Philharmonic Orchestra (March 2008) 
48461-62 
Nuclear issues: 

Failure to make progress on declaration of 
nuclear activities (March 2008) 48461 

Handover to USA of documentation of opera- 
tional history of nuclear reactor at Yongbyon 
(May 2008) 48587-88 

Meeting of Vice Foreign Minister Kim Kye Gwan 
and US chief nuclear negotiator Christopher 
Hill (Feb. 2008) 48413 

New deadline of end of February set for full dis- 
closure of activities (Jan. 2008) 48361 

Report of significance in talks with US chief 
negotiator Christopher Hill (April 2008) 
48520 

Security: 

Report of execution of North Koreans who had 
drifted into South Korean waters (Feb. 2008) 
48413 

UN: 

US report on shortcomings of UN Development 
Programme (Jan. 2008) 48361 

Warning by World Food Programme of impend- 
ing food crisis (April 2008) 48520 


KOREA, NORTH-SOUTH RELATIONS 
Significant tensions: 
Uncompromising stance of new South Korean 
President Lee Myung Bak (March 2008) 
48461 


KOREA, REPUBLIC OF (SOUTH KOREA) 
Cabinet: 

Approval by National Assembly of plan to 
reduce size of government (Feb. 2008) 
48413 

Delay in approval of new cabinet (Feb. 2008) 
48413 

Plans to restructure government (Jan. 2008) 
48361 


KOREA, REPUBLIC OF (SOUTH KOREA) (contd) 

Still incomplete after objections to presidential 
nominees (March 2008) 48462 

Corruption: 

Allegations against two presidential nominees 
(March 2008) 48462 

Charges against Samsung chairman Lee Kun 
Hee of massive tax evasion and breach of 
trust (April 2008) 48521 

Disaster: 
Fire damage to Namdaemun gate in Seoul 
(Feb. 2008) 48413 
Elections: 
Legislative (April 2008) 48520; 48521 
Environment: 

Plans to cap carbon dioxide emissions at 2005 

levels for seven years (March 2008) 48462 
Foreign relations: 

USA 

Resumption of imports of beef despite public 
concern over BSE (May 2008) 48588 
House of Representatives: 

Use of powers to override House of Councillors 
on resumption of Indian Ocean naval mission 
(Jan. 2008) 48362 

Political parties: 

Election of Sohn Hak Kyu as leader of new 
United New Democratic Party (Jan. 2008) 
48361-62 

Launch of Liberty New Party (Jan. 2008) 
48362 

President: 

Inauguration of Lee Myung Bak (Feb. 2008) 
48413 

Visit to Japan (April 2008) 48521 

Visit to USA (April 2008) 48520 

Prime Minister: 

Appointment of Han Seung Soo (Feb. 2008) 
48413 

Nomination of Han Seung Soo (Jan. 2008) 
48361 

Resignations: 

Labour minister Lee Sang Soo (Jan. 2008) 
48361 

Planning and Budget Minister Chang Byoung 
Wan (Jan. 2008) 48361 

Transportation Minister Lee Yong Sup (Jan. 
2008) 48361 

Trials: 

First trial by jury (Feb. 2008) 48413 

Prison sentence for former business partner of 
President Lee for embezzlement (April 2008) 
48521 


KOSOVO 
Constitution: 

Adoption of new constitution for independent 

republic (April 2008) 48549-50; 48558-61 
Independence: 

Formal recognition of independence increased 
to 43 countries (May 2008) 48605 

Increase to 39 in number of countries recognis- 
ing new republic (April 2008) 48550 

International recognition by USA, most 
European states, and some others (March 
2008) 48479 

Security: 

Clashes between Serb protesters and NATO-led 
Kosovo Force (K-For) at court house in 
Mitrovica (March 2008) 48479-80 

Mounting tension between minority Serb and 
ethnic Albanian majority communities (March 
2008) 48479-80 

Proposal by Serbian government of partition of 
Kosovo along ethnic lines (March 2008) 
48480 

War crimes: 

Acquittal by International Criminal Tribunal for 
the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) of former 
Prime Minister Ramush Haradinaj and Idriz 
Balaj of war crimes (April 2008) 48550 


KOSOVO (contd) 
Allegations by Carla Ponte of trade in body 
parts after NATO bombardment of Serbia 
(April 2008) 48550 
Conviction of Lahi Brahimaj of cruel treatment 
« and torture of captives (April 2008) 48550 


KURDS 
Turkey: 

Announcement of investment package for infra- 
structure and irrigation in south-eastern 
region (May 2008) 48595 

Arrest in Italy of senior Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK) member (March 2008) 48480 

Arrest of several soldiers charged with surren- 
dering to Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) 
(Jan. 2008) 48374 

Car bombing in Diyarbakir (Jan. 2008) 48374 

Clashes in south-eastern Turkey with Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK) rebels (March 2008) 
48480; (May 2008) 48595 

Further air strikes against Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party (PKK) bases in northern Iraq (April 
2008) 48545; (May 2008) 48595 

Further bombing of Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK) bases in northern Iraq (Jan. 2008) 
48374 

Ground offensive against Kurdish separatists in 
Zap region of Iraq (Feb. 2008) 48427; (March 
2008) 48480 

New air and artillery offensive against Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK) positions in northern 
Iraq (March 2008) 48480 

New ground offensive in Sirnak province (May 
2008) 48595 

Pledge of support by Iraqi President for fight 
against Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) 
(March 2008) 48480 

Sentencing in Diyarbakar of Democratic Society 
Party (DTP) members for “making propagan- 
da” for Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) 
(March 2008) 48480 

Sentencing in Diyarbakar of prominent Kurdish 
activist (April 2008) 48545 

Sentencing of suspected female suicide bomber 
in Adana (April 2008) 48545 


KUWAIT 
Cabinet: 
Appointment of two women ministers (May 
2008) 48610 
Mass resignation after refusal by National 
Assembly to co-operate (March 2008) 48492 
New (May 2008) 48610 
Elections: 
Legislative (May 2008) 48609-10 
National Assembly: 
Dissolution (March 2008) 48492 
Obituary: 
Saad al-Abdullah al-Salim al-Sabah, Shaikh 
(amir for 10 days in 2006) (May 2008) 48610 


KYRGYZSTAN 
Dismissal: 
Interior Minister Bolotbek Nogoybayev (Jan. 
2008) 48364 
Appointments: 
Elmira Ibragimova as deputy prime minister 
(May 2008) 48585 
Feliks Kulov to head new state energy invest- 
ment body (May 2008) 48585 
Svetlana Sydykova as chairwoman of 
Constitutional Court (Feb. 2008) 48411 
Tursunbek Akun as human rights ombudsman 
(Feb. 2008) 48411 
Cabinet: 
Changes (May 2008) 48585 
Media: 
Hunger strike by television workers to demand 
resignation of director of UTRK (Feb. 2008) 
48411 
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LADEN, OSAMA BIN 
Audio tapes: 
Condemnation of presence of Western leaders 
at Israel’s 60th anniversary celebrations 
(May 2008) 48608 


LATVIA 
Appointments: 
Signe Balina as minister for electronic govern- 
ment affairs (May 2008) 48596 
Cabinet: 
Change (May 2008) 48596 
Constitution: 

Petition to allow dissolution of legislature by 
decision of people in referendum (April 2008) 
48542 

Espionage: 

Expulsion of Russian diplomat and retaliatory 
expulsion of Latvian diplomat from Moscow 
(Jan. 2008) 48378 

Political parties: 

Formation of Democratic Patriotic Association 
by former foreign and defence ministers 
(Feb. 2008) 48438 

Founding congress of right-wing Civic Union 
(May 2008) 48596 

Resignation: 

Minister for Electronic Government Affairs Ina 

Gudele (April 2008) 48542 


LEBANON 
Arab League: 

Diplomatic intervention by delegation led by 

prime minister of Qatar (May 2008) 48606 
Assassination of al-Hariri: 

Publication of UN report into assassination 

(March 2008) 48493 
Defence: 

Report of tensions within army in face of 

Hezbollah fighting (May 2008) 48606 
Dismissal: 

Head of security at Beirut airport Brig.-Gen. 

Wafic Chucair (May 2008) 48605 
Economy: 

Escalation of general strike into political conflict 

(May 2008) 48605 
Foreign relations: 

Saudi Arabia 
Condemnation of Hezbollah’s military actions 
(May 2008) 48606 

Hezbollah: 

Assassination of senior commander Imad 
Mughniyah in car bomb attack in Damascus 
(Feb. 2008) 48438; (March 2008) 48494-95 

Blockade of Beirut airport (May 2008) 48605 

Claim by Hezbollah leader Sheikh Hassan 
Nasrallah of holding remains of Israeli sol- 
diers from 2006 war (Jan. 2008) 48381 

Declaration of illegality of movement's private 
telecommunications network (May 2008) 
48605 

Fighting in Tripoli leading to Hezbollah takeover 
of strategic village of Niha (May 2008) 48606 

Outbreak of fighting between Hezbollah and 
pro-government groups in west Beirut (May 
2008) 48605-06 

Speech by secretary general Sheikh Hassan 
Hasrallah against government moves against 
Hezbollah (May 2008) 48605-06; 48616-17 

Political crisis: 

Doha agreement to elect new president (May 
2008) 48606 

Plan approved by Arab League to end crisis 
(Jan. 2008) 48381 

President: 

Arab League plan for election of Gen. Suleiman 
(Jan. 2008) 48381 

Election of Gen. Michel Suleiman (May 2008) 
48606 


LEBANON (contd) 
Security: 
Arrest of three army officers over handling of 
riots in Beirut (Feb. 2008) 48438-39 
Car bomb killing police intelligence officer and 
three others (Jan. 2008) 48381 


Car bomb targeting US diplomats in Beirut (Jan. 


2008) 48381 

Roadside bomb targeted at UN Interim Force in 
Lebanon (UNIFIL) members at Sidon (Jan. 
2008) 48381 

Rocket attack into northern Israel (Jan. 2008) 
48381 

Violence in Shia suburbs of Beirut in protest 
against power cuts (Jan. 2008) 48381 


LIBERIA 
Economy: 

Agreement with Russia to build railway between 
Sirte and Benghazi (April 2008) 48555 

Announcement of debt relief operation (March 
2008) 48453 

Confirmation of eligibility for IMF HIPC debt 
relief assistance (Feb. 2008) 48398 

Restoration of normal financial relations with 
IMF (March 2008) 48452-53 

Foreign relations: 

Russia 

Visit by President Viadimir Putin (April 2008) 
48555 
Security: 

Report of release from prison of 90 members of 
Libyan Islamic Fighting Group (April 2008) 
48555 

Trial: 

Resumption of trial at Special Court for Sierra 
Leone in The Hague of former President 
Charles Taylor (Jan. 2008) 48339 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission: 

First public hearings (Jan. 2008) 48339 


LIBYA 
Cabinet: 
Changes (March 2008) 48495; 48497 
Economy: 
Budget (March 2008) 48497-98 
Energy: 
Ratification of contract with BP for oil and gas 
exploration (Jan. 2008) 48384 
Foreign relations: 
UK 
Draft prisoner exchange agreement (Jan. 
2008) 48384 
USA 
Visit to USA by foreign minister for talks 
with Condoleezza Rice (Jan. 2008) 
48383-84 


LIECHTENSTEIN 
Economy: 
Offer by Prince Max of banking reforms (March 
2008) 48481 
Foreign relations: 
Dispute with Germany over use of secret bank 
accounts by prominent Germans for tax eva- 
sion (Feb. 2008) 48437 
Spain 
Blocking of Liechtenstein bank accounts of 
suspected ETA members (March 2008) 
48481 
Security: 
Issue of arrest warrant against former employee 
of LGT Group for theft of client data (March 
2008) 48481 


LITHUANIA 
Appointments: 
Algirdas Monkevicius as minister of education 
and science (May 2008) 48596 
Cabinet: 
Changes (May 2008) 48596 


LITHUANIA (contd) 
Health: 
Fine on hotel to be paid by prime minister for 
smoking in hotel room (March 2008) 48490 
Political parties: 
Merger of opposition Homeland Union with 
Lithuanian Christian Democrats (May 2008) 
48596 


LUXEMBOURG 
Social issues: 
Legalisation of voluntary euthanasia and assist- 
ed suicide (Feb. 2008) 48438 


MACAO 
Trial: 
Sentencing of former Transport Minister Ao 
Man-long for corruption (Jan. 2008) 48364 


MACEDONIA 
Aviation: 

Crash of military helicopter in fog near Skopje 

(Jan. 2008) 48374 
Cabinet: 

Brief withdrawal of ethnic Albanian Democratic 
Party of Albanians (PDSh) from coalition 
(March 2008) 48480 

Changes (Jan. 2008) 48374 

Elections: 

Call for early elections after period of instability 

within coalition (April 2008) 48550 
Foreign relations: 

Greece 

Negotiations over use of name Macedonia 
(Jan. 2008) 48374 

Kosovo 

Refusal by VMRO-DPMNE party to recognise 
independence (March 2008) 48480 
Obituary: 

Kljusev, Nikola (first prime minister of independ- 

ent Macedonia) (Jan. 2008) 48374 
Political parties: 

Signing of electoral coalition by VMRO-DPMNE 

with 17 other parties (May 2008) 48605 
Resignation: 

Economy Minister Vera Rafajlovska (Jan. 2008) 

48374 


MADAGASCAR 
Energy: 
First output from Morondava oil field (March 
2008) 48453 


MALAWI 
Security: 
Arrests of former army and police officers and 
others in coup plot (May 2008) 48564-65 
Detention of United Democratic Front (UDF) 
leader and former President Bakili Muhuzi in 
connection with plot (May 2008) 48565 


MALAYSIA 
Cabinet: 
New (March 2008) 48464-65 
Elections: 

Announcement of early elections in March (Feb. 
2008) 48417 

Legislative (March 2008) 48464 

State assemblies (March 2008) 48464 

Media: 

Shutdown by home ministry of Indian language 

newspaper Makkal Osai (April 2008) 48523 
Political parties: 

Opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim effectively 
barred from standing in March elections 
(Feb. 2008) 48417 

Reduction in majority for ruling Barisan 
Nasional (March 2008) 48464 
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MALAYSIA (contd) 


Resignation of former Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad from ruling United Malays National 
Organisation (UMNO) (May 2008) 48590 

Prime Minister: 

Announcement of reforms to strengthen admin- 
istration (April 2008) 48523 

Nomination by Abdullah Ahmad Badawi of Najib 
Razak as successor (April 2008) 48523 

Resignation: 
Health Minister Chua Soi Lek (Jan. 2008) 48351 
Security: 

Charging of members of electoral reform group 
with illegal assembly (Jan. 2008) 48351 
Ethnic tensions between Malays and Indians 
over withdrawal of work visas for Indian 

migrants (Jan. 2008) 48351 


MALDIVES 


Constitution: 

Approval of changes to terms of office of presi- 

dent (Jan. 2008) 48355 
Defence: 

Bill to make armed forces accountable to legis- 

lature (April 2008) 48530 
People’s Majlis (National Assembly): 

Rejection of no confidence vote in home affairs 

minister (April 2008) 48530 
Political parties: 

Election by Maldivian Democratic Party of 
Mohammed Nasheed as presidential election 
candidate (April 2008) 48530 

President: 

Attempted knife attack on President Maumoon 

Abdul Gayoom (Jan. 2008) 48355 
Resignation: 

Trade Minister Mohamed Jaleel (April 2008) 

48530 
Trials: 

Acquittal of two men of charges of aiding terror- 
ism (Jan. 2008) 48355 

Two trials in connection with storming of illegal 
mosque in October (Jan. 2008) 48355 


MALI 


Economy: 

Approval by IMF of three-year Poverty 
Reduction and Growth Facility (May 2008) 
48567 

Security: 

Attack by Tuareg Alliance for Change (ATC) 
rebels on Berbara military base (May 2008) 
48567 

Ceasefire agreement with Tuareg rebels mediat- 
ed by Libya (April 2008) 48507-08 

Collapse of ceasefire with Tuareg rebels (May 
2008) 48567 

Report of deaths in clashes between army and 
Tuareg rebels (March 2008) 48453 


MALTA 
Cabinet: 
New (March 2008) 48489 
Economy: 
Adoption of the euro single currency (Jan. 
2008) 48378 
Elections: 
Legislative (March 2008) 48489 
Obituary: 
Mann, Sir Anthony (last governor-general) (May 
2008) 48605 
Political parties: 
Resignation of Alfred Sant as leader of Labour 
Party (PLM) (March 2008) 48489 


MARSHALL ISLANDS 
Cabinet: 

New (Jan. 2008) 48363 
Foreign relations: 


Reaffirmation of diplomatic relations with Taiwan 


(Jan. 2008) 48363-64 


MARSHALL ISLANDS (contd) 
President: 
Election of Litokwa Tomeing (Jan. 2008) 48373 


MAURITANIA 
Cabinet: 
New (May 2008) 48567; 48568 
Political parties: 

Founding of new National Party for Democracy 
and Development (PNDD) (Jan. 2008) 48339 

New coalition to support President Sidi 
Mohammed Ould Cheikh Abdallahi (March 
2008) 48453 

Refugees: 

Return from exile in Senegal of first 100 black 
Mauritanians expelled in 1989 (Jan. 2008) 
48339 

Security: 

Arrest of alleged leader of killers of French 
tourists (April 2008) 48511 

Arrest of nine people in connection with deaths 
of four French tourists (Jan. 2008) 48339 

Attack by gunmen on Israeli embassy in 
Nouakchott (capital) (Feb. 2008) 48397 

Cancellation of annual Dakar motor rally follow- 
ing murder of four French tourists (Jan. 
2008) 48338-39 

Detention of 16 “Salafists” in connection with 
murder of French tourists (Feb. 2008) 48397 

Shootout between police and suspected Islamic 
militant (April 2008) 48511 


MAURITIUS 
Dismissal: 
Foreign Minister Madan Dulloo (March 2008) 
48453 


MEXICO 
Appointments: 

Ernesto Cordero as social development minister 
(Jan. 2008) 48344 

Juan Camilo Mourinho Terrazas as interior minis- 
ter (Jan. 2008) 48344 

Cabinet: 
Changes (Jan. 2008) 48344 
Corruption: 

Clearing of interior minister of improper deal- 
ings with state oil company PEMEX (May 
2008) 48572 

Investigation into Interior Minister Juan Camilo 
Mourifio Terrazas (March 2008) 48456 

Dismissals: 

Interior Minister Francisco Ramirez Acuna (Jan. 
2008) 48344 

Social Development Minister Beatriz Zavala 
Peniche (Jan. 2008) 48344 

Energy: 

National debate on controversial proposals for 
increased private-sector investment in state 
oil company PEMEX (May 2008) 48572 

Opposition protests against reforms in oil sector 
(April 2008) 48514 

Political parties: 

Factional dispute within opposition Party of the 
Democratic Revolution (PRD) (March 2008) 
48456 

Worsening of dispute within Party of the 
Democratic Revolution (PRD) (May 2008) 
48572 

Security: 

Protest marches against reforms in oil sector 

(April 2008) 48514 


MIDDLE EAST see ARAB LEAGUE 


MOLDOVA 
Appointments: 
Tudor Vasilica as presidential adviser on foreign 
policy (Feb. 2008) 48424 
Victor Stepaniuc as deputy prime minister (Jan. 
2008) 48378 


MOLDOVA (contd) 

Violeta lvanov as environment minister (Feb. 

2008) 48423 
Cabinet: 

Changes (Feb. 2008) 48423-24 

Disbanding of industry and infrastructure min- 
istry (Feb. 2008) 48424 

New (March 2008) 48478 

Dismissal: 

Environment Minister Constantin Mihailescu 

(Feb. 2008) 48423 
Dnestr: 

Apparent Russian consent to reunification of 
Moldova and Dnestr (May 2008) 48593 

Talks between President Vladimir Voronin and 
ethnic Dnestr leader Igor Smirnov (April 
2008) 48548-49 

Elections: 

Presidential 

Date set for April 6 (Jan. 2008) 48379 
Political parties: 

Amendment to electoral code raising threshold 
for parliamentary representation (April 2008) 
48549 

Merging of two opposition parties under 
Democratic Party of Moldova leadership 
(Feb. 2008) 48424 

Prime Minister: 

Nomination of Zinaida Grecianii as first woman 
prime minister (March 2008) 48478 

Unexpected resignation of government (March 
2008) 48478 


MONACO 
Elections: 
Legislative (Feb. 2008) 48437 


MONGOLIA 
Corruption: 
Investigation into embezzlement of funds from 
Mongolian Savings Bank (Jan. 2008) 48359 
Elections: 
Legislative 
Date set for June 29 (May 2008) 48585 
Great Hural (legislature): 
Abolition of reserved seats quota for women 
(Jan. 2008) 48359 
Security: 
Report on attacks on journalists investigating 
corruption (May 2008) 48585 
Storms and floods: 
Deaths in severe snowstorms (May 2008) 
48585 


MONTENEGRO 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Feb. 2008) 48423 
Elections: 
Presidential (April 2008) 48549 
President: 
Election victory for Filip Vujanovic (April 2008) 
48549 
Inauguration of Filip Vujanovic (May 2008) 
48605 
Prime Minister: 
Approval of nomination of Milo Djukanovic (Feb. 
2008) 48423 
Resignation: 
Prime Minister Zeljko Sturanovic for health rea- 
sons (Jan. 2008) 48378-79 


MOROCCO 
Political parties: 
Formation of new Movement for all Democrats 
party (Feb. 2008) 48443 
Security: 
Arrest of leader and members of Belliraj “terror 
network” (Feb. 2008) 48443 
Claim of deliberate sinking by Moroccan navy of 
boat carrying immigrants to Spain (May 
2008) 48612 
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MOROCCO (contd) 
Dismantling by police of terrorist network in Fez 


and Nador with links to Belgium (May 2008) 
48611-12 

Escape from prison of nine men convicted of 
2003 suicide bomb attacks in Casablanca 
(April 2008) 48555 

Hunger strike by about 1,000 Islamist prisoners 
(April 2008) 48555 

Trials: 

Conviction and sentencing of three men in con- 
nection with suicide bomb attacks in 
Casablanca (March 2008) 48498 

Sentencing of 22 Islamists for terrorist activities 
(April 2008) 48555 


MOZAMBIQUE 
Appointments: 
Filipe Nhussi as national defence minister 
(March 2008) 48448 
Maria Benvinda Levi as justice minister (March 
2008) 48448 
Paulo Zucula as transport minister (March 
2008) 48448 
Cabinet: 
Changes (March 2008) 48448-49 
Dismissals: 
Justice Minister Esperanca Alfredo Machavela 
(March 2008) 48448 
National Defence Minister Tobias Dai (March 
2008) 48448 
Transport Minister Antonio Francisco 
Munguambe (March 2008) 48448 
Human rights: 
Allegations against police response to rising 
crime rates (April 2008) 48511 
Security: 
Violent demonstrations against rising fuel and 
food prices (Feb. 2008) 48398 
Storms and floods: 
Evacuation of thousands after flooding of 
Zambezi river (Jan. 2008) 48341-42 


MYANMAR see BURMA 


NAMIBIA 
Cabinet: 
Death in car accident of Minister of Regional 
Government and Housing John Pandeni 
(March 2008) 48453 


NATO see NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANISA- 
TION (NATO) 


NAURU 
Elections: 
Legislative (April 2008) 48534-35 
Immigration and asylum: 
Release of last Sri Lankan asylum seekers to 
Australia (Feb. 2008) 48420 
President: 
Re-election of Marcus Stephen in snap election 
(April 2008) 48534-35 


NEPAL 
Aviation: 
Crash of UN Mission in Nepal (UNMIN) helicop- 
ter (March 2008) 48467 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Jan. 2008) 48353 
Delay in formation of government due to dis- 
agreement on division of powers (May 2008) 
48580 
Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist (CPN-M): 
Claim by Comrade Prachanda of intention to 
form government (April 2008) 48527 
Majority of proportionally elected seats but no 
overall majority in constituent assembly (April 
2008) 48527 


Subject index 


NEPAL (contd) 

Opposition to integration of CPN-M fighters into 

army (Jan. 2008) 48353 
Constituent Assembly: 

Vote to abolish monarchy and declaration of 

republic (May 2008) 48579-80 
Elections: 

Concern over level of violence by all parties 
during campaign (March 2008) 48467 

Date in April for elections to constituent assem- 
bly (Jan. 2008) 48352-53 

Legislative 
Majority for CPN-M (April 2008) 48526-27 

Foreign relations: 

China 

Criticism by Chinese ambassador of pro- 
Tibet protests (May 2008) 48580 
USA 
First meeting of US ambassador Nancy 
Powell with Maoist leader Prachanda 
(May 2008) 48580 
Political parties: 

Appointment of Jhal Nath Khanal as leader of 
United Communist Party of Nepal—Marxist 
and Leninist (UCPN) (May 2008) 48580 

Resignation of Madhav Kumar Nepal as leader 
of United Communist Party of Nepal— 
Marxist and Leninist (UCPN) after electoral 
defeat (April 2008) 48527 

Royal family: 

Abolition of monarchy by constituent assembly 
(May 2008) 48579 

Accusations by CPN-M of misuse of funds 
intended for conservation projects (March 
2008) 48467 

Demand by CPN-M leader that King Gyanendra 
abdicate voluntarily (April 2008) 48527 

Reign of King Gyanendra (May 2008) 48579 

Security: 

Bombing of mosque in Biratnagar (March 2008) 
48467 

Continuing demonstrations against Chinese rule 
in Tibet (April 2008) 48527 

Four small bomb explosions in Kathmandu 
blamed on monarchists (May 2008) 48580 

Suppression of pro-Tibet demonstrations to 
avoid offending China (March 2008) 48467 

Two bomb explosions at seven-party alliance 
(SPA) election rallies claimed by Madhesi 
Mukti Tigers (Jan. 2008) 48353 

Warning against protests on Mt Everest during 
planned relay of Olympic torch to summit 
(April 2008) 48527 

Supreme Court: 

Conviction of governor of Nepal Rastra Bank on 

corruption charges (March 2008) 48467-68 
Terai region: 

Agreement with ethnic minority alliance on 
degree of autonomy of region (Feb. 2008) 
48410 

Failure to hold peace talks due to “impossible” 
demands of pro-autonomy groups (March 
2008) 48467 

UN: 

Resolution 1796 to extend mandate of UN 
Mission in Nepal (UNMIN) (Jan. 2008) 
48353 


NETHERLANDS 
Community issues: 
Condemnation by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki 
Moon of film by far-right legislator accusing 
the Koran of inciting violence (March 2008) 
48483 
EU: 
Agreement to provide police protection for critic 
of radical Islam (Feb. 2008) 48434 
Foreign relations: 
Indonesia 
Call for boycott Dutch products in protest 
against anti-Koran film (April 2008) 48550 
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NETHERLANDS (contd) 


Iran 
Call on Muslims to boycott Dutch products in 


protest against anti-Koran film (April 2008) 
48550 


Media: 
Announcement of trial of four people accused of é 
illicit access to news agency computer (Feb. 
2008) 48434 


NEW CALEDONIA 
Trial: 
Sentencing of 23 trade union members for vio- 
lent clashes during strike in January (April 
2008) 48535 


NEW ZEALAND 
Defence: 

Deployment from May of Royal New Zealand 
Navy frigate in Persian Gulf (April 2008) 
48533 

Economy: 

Budget including cuts in personal taxes (May 

2008) 48589-90 
Obituary: 

Hillary, Sir Edmund (first man to climb Mt 

Everest) (Jan. 2008) 48363 
Trade: 

Signing of free trade agreement with China 

(April 2008) 48533 
Vietnam war: 

Formal apology to New Zealand veterans of war 
for lack of public recognition (May 2008) 
48590 


NICARAGUA 
Economy: 

Budget (Feb. 2008) 48402 

Concessions on subsidies for diesel for public 
transport (May 2008) 48575 

Raising of minimum wage (Jan. 2008) 48348 

Elections: 

Municipal 

Possible postponement in North Atlantic 
Autonomous Region due to hurricane 
damage (April 2008) 48519 

Political parties: 

Deposition of Eduardo Montealegre Rivas as 
president of opposition Nicaraguan Liberal 
Alliance (ALN) (Feb. 2008) 48402 

Security: 

Two deaths in violent clashes over postpone- 
ment of local elections (April 2008) 
48518-19 


NIGER 
Economy: 

Final review by IMF of performance under 
Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility (May 
2008) 48567 

Security: 

Allegations by Niger People’s Movement for 
Justice (MNJ) of use of chemical weapons 
by Nigerien army (May 2008) 48567 

Clashes with Toubou tribesmen in far south- 
east (April 2008) 48511 

Death in landmine explosion of director of first 
independent radio station (Jan. 2008) 48338 

Further fighting between army and Tuareg 
rebels (May 2008) 48567 

Operations in north against Tuareg rebels of 
MNJ movement (April 2008) 48511 

Release on bail of two French journalists 
accused of undermining state security (Jan. 
2008) 48338 


NIGERIA 
Corruption: 
Detention of former state governor Lucky 
Igbinedion on corruption charges (Jan. 2008) 
48340 
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NIGERIA (contd) 
Disasters: 
Deaths of 46 soldiers in crash of convoy with 
petrol tanker (May 2008) 48568 
Deaths of at least 100 people in oil pipeline 
explosion near Lagos (May 2008) 48568 
Economy: 
Offer by China of substantial loan for infrastruc- 
ture projects (April 2008) 48508 
Elections: 
Gubernatorial 
In Sokoto and Bayelsa states (May 2008) 
48568 
Removal of two state governors and ordering 
of fresh elections (April 2008) 48508 
Presidential 
Approval by legal tribunal of 2007 election of 
Umaru Yar’ Adua (Feb. 2008) 48397 
Security: 
Niger delta 
Announcement by Movement for the 
Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) 
of intention to halt attacks on oil industry if 
former US President Jimmy Carter 
allowed to act as mediator (May 2008) 
48568 
Attacks by militants in Port Harcourt on 
police and on luxury hotel (Jan. 2008) 
48339-40 
Extradition from Angola of leader of MEND 
Henry Okah (Feb. 2008) 48397 
Ordering of trial of leader of MEND Henry 
Okah (May 2008) 48568 
Sabotage of Royal Dutch Shell's oil pipeline 
(May 2008) 48568 


NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANISATION 
(NATO) 
Accessions: 

Invitations to Albania, Croatia, Bosnia- 
Herzogovina, and Montenegro for talks (April 
2008) 48557 

Vote by Greece against admission of 
Macedonia (FYROM) (April 2008) 48557 

Votes by France and Germany against admis- 
sion of Georgia and Ukraine (April 2008) 
48557 

Afghanistan: 

Criticism by US Defence Secretary Robert 
Gates of German deployments (Feb. 2008) 
48410 

Tensions amongst NATO allies over relative 
contributions to operations (Feb. 2008) 
48410 

Defence ministers: 
Meeting in Vilnius (Feb. 2008) 48410 
Missile defence: 

Endorsement of US plans for missile defence 

system in Europe (April 2008) 48557 
Research centre: 

Agreement on research centre in Tallinn 
(Estonia) for co-operative cyber defence 
(May 2008) 48614 

Summit, Bucharest: (April 2008) 48557 

Visit by Russian President Putin and criticism of 

eastward expansion (April 2008) 48557 


NORWAY 
Appointment: 
Anniken Huitfeldt as minister for children and 
equality (Feb. 2008) 48428 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Feb. 2008) 48428 
Resignation: 
Minister for Children Manuela Ramin- 
Osmundsen (Feb. 2008) 48428 


NUCLEAR ENERGY 
Argentina: 
Agreement with Brazil on construction of joint 
nuclear power station (Feb. 2008) 48403 


NUCLEAR ENERGY (contd) 


Bulgaria: 

Agreement signed with Russian President Putin 
for construction of Belene nuclear plant (Jan. 
2008) 48372 

Egypt: 

Agreement with Russia on construction of 

nuclear power plants (March 2008) 48495 
France: 

Establishment of nuclear policy council under 

chairmanship of president (April 2008) 48538 
India: 

Attempts to resolve co-operation with USA on 
civil nuclear technology (Feb. 2008) 48409; 
(March 2008) 48469 

Reversal of Australian policy on supply of urani- 
um (Jan. 2008) 48354 

Iran: 

Announcement of additional uranium enrich- 
ment centrifuges in defiance of UN Security 
Council (April 2008) 48552 

IAEA report on lack of co-operation on informa- 
tion on uranium enrichment (Feb. 2008) 
48441; (May 2008) 48610 

Japan: 

Report confirming no damage to Kashiwazaki- 
Kariwa nuclear plant in 2007 earthquake 
(Feb. 2008) 48414 

Korea, North: 

Disclosure of activities (Jan. 2008) 48361; 
(March 2008) 48461; (May 2008) 48587-88 

Talks (Feb. 2008) 48413; (April 2008) 48520 

Russia: 

Agreements on co-operation with China on 

nuclear power (May 2008) 48591 
Spain: 

Discovery of leak at Asco | nuclear power sta- 

tion (April 2008) 48537 
Syria: 

Claim by USA of co-operation with North Korea 
over nuclear reactor bombed by Israel in 
2007 (April 2008) 48553 

United Arab Emirates: 

Agreements on development of civilian nuclear 
energy (Jan. 2008) 48380-81; (March 2008) 
48498; (May 2008) 48612 

UK: 

Publication of White Paper and draft bill on 
building new nuclear power stations (Jan. 
2008) 48369 


NUCLEAR WEAPONS 


see also ARMS TRADE; DISARMAMENT; 
NUCLEAR ENERGY 
Israel: 
Assertion by former US President Jimmy Carter 
of Israel’s possession of nuclear weapons 
(May 2008) 48608 


oO 


ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 


AND DEVELOPMENT (OECD) 
Annual report: 
On increase in global aid (Feb. 2008) 48445 
Overseas aid: 
Report on level of overseas aid by developed 
countries (April 2008) 48558 


ORGANISATION FOR SECURITY AND 


CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE (OSCE) 
Russia: 
Warnings over election monitoring (Jan. 2008) 
48377; (Feb. 2008) 48425 


ORGANISATION OF PETROLEUM EXPORTING 


COUNTRIES (OPEC) 
Annual meeting, Vienna: 
Rejection of demand by Western consumer 
states to raise production levels (March 
2008) 48500-01 


ORGANISATION OF PETROLEUM EXPORTING 


COUNTRIES (OPEC) (contd) 
Extraordinary meeting, Vienna: 
Maintenance of production quotas (Feb. 2008) 
48445 


PACIFIC: REGIONAL 


Melanesian Spearhead Group: 
17th leaders’ summit in Vanuatu (May 2008) 
48590 


PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM 


Fiji: 
Meeting in New Zealand on return of Fiji to 
democracy (March 2008) 48474 
Resignation: 
Secretary general Greg Urwin on health 
grounds (May 2008) 48590 


PAKISTAN 


Appointments: 

Naveed Qamar as temporary finance minister 
(May 2008) 48583 

Owais Ahmed Ghani as governor of NWPF 
(Jan. 2008) 48357 

Baluchistan: 

Proposal for greater autonomy (May 2008) 
48583 

Release of leaders of Baluchistan National 
Party (May 2008) 48583 

Benazir Bhutto: 

Arrest of militant leader in connection with 
attempted assassination in Karachi in 
October 2007 (Feb. 2008) 48408 

Arrest of six more people in connection with 
assassination (March 2008) 48472 

Arrest of two men suspected of planning assas- 
sination (Feb. 2008) 48408 

Charging of Baitullah Mehsud with planning of 
assassination (March 2008) 48471-72 

Dispute over exact cause of death (Jan. 2008) 
48356 

Murder linked to al-Qaida militants controlled by 
Baitullah Mehsud (Jan. 2008) 48356 

Report by UK police into cause of death of 
Benazir Bhutto (Feb. 2008) 48407 

Request by National Assembly for UN interna- 
tional commission of inquiry into assassina- 
tion (April 2008) 48530 

Cabinet: 
New (March 2008) 48470-71 
Commonwealth: 

Restoration of full membership (May 2008) 

48584 
Constitution: 

Proposals to protect constitution and allow criti- 
cism of judiciary and army (May 2008) 
48583 

Proposed amendments including transfer of 
powers from president to prime minister 
(May 2008) 48583 

Corruption: 

Application by lawyers for reactivation of 
charges of money-laundering against Asif Ali 
Zardari (Feb. 2008) 48406 

Dismissal of charges against Asif Ali Zardari 
(March 2008) 48471 

Dropping of last charges against Asif Ali Zardari 
and Begum Nusrat Bhutto (May 2008) 48584 

Death penalty: 

Plea from Human Rights Minister Ansar Burney 
to President Musharraf to commute sentence 
on Indian prisoner (March 2008) 48471 

Second delay of execution of Indian national 
Sarabjit Singh (April 2008) 48531 

Disaster: 

Death of three people in gas leak at Khoshab 

heavy water plant (April 2008) 48531 
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PAKISTAN (contd) 
Economy: 

Deployment of troops to guard flour mills and 
stores after food shortages (Jan. 2008) 
48357 

Elections: 

By-election 
Election of Faryal Talpur to National 
Assembly seat held by late Benazir Bhutto 
(May 2008) 48584 

Legislative 
Allegations of vote-rigging (Feb. 2008) 48406 
National Assembly (Feb. 2008) 48406; 48407 
Provincial assemblies (Feb. 2008) 48407 

Postponement (Jan. 2008) 48355-56 

Espionage: 

Release of Indian spy Kashmir Singh after 30 
years on death row (March 2008) 48471 

Renunciation of 2004 confession by disgraced 
nuclear scientist Abdul Qadeer Khan (May 
2008) 48584 

Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA): 

Calling of ceasefire by Tehrik-e-Talibaan 
alliance (Feb. 2008) 48408 

Ceasefire ordered by Tehrik-e-Talibaan leader 
Baitullah Mehsud (April 2008) 48531 

Confirmation of death in January of senior al- 
Qaida commander (Feb. 2008) 48408 

Continuing attempts at negotiation with militants 
(May 2008) 48583 

Crash of army helicopter due to technical fault 
(Feb. 2008) 48408 

Deaths in continuing fighting between rival tribal 
groups in Kurram agency (April 2008) 48531 

Destruction of fortified house of militants by US 
missiles (March 2008) 48471 

Exchange of prisoners under agreement with 
Baitullah Mehsud (May 2008) 48583 

Further violence in South and North Waziristan 
(March 2008) 48471 

Insurgency by Talibaan forces loyal to Baitullah 
Mehsud (Jan. 2008) 48356-57 

Release of pro-Talibaan cleric as result of 
peace agreement with Tehrik-i-Nifaz Shariat- 
i-Muhammadi (April 2008) 48531 

Foreign relations: 

USA 

Cancellation of appointment of Maj.-Gen. Jay 
Hood to embassy post (May 2008) 48584 

Imposition of financial sanctions on four 
members of Lashkar-i-Toiba (LIT) (May 
2008) 48584 

Visit of Deputy Secretary of State John 
Negroponte (March 2008) 48471 

Legislature: 

Abolition of graduate degree qualification for 

legislators (April 2008) 48531 
Media: 

Resumption of broadcasting by Geo TV (Jan. 

2008) 48357 
National Assembly: 

Election of Fahmida Mirza as first female 

speaker (March 2008) 48470 
North-West Frontier Province (NWPF): 

Abduction of two technicians of atomic energy 
agency (Feb. 2008) 48408 

Appointment of Owais Ahmed Ghani as gover- 
nor (Jan. 2008) 48357 

Car bomb explosion in Mardan (April 2008) 
48531 

Ceasefire with Talibaan in Swat Valley in return 
for implementation of sharia law (May 2008) 
48583 

Continuing attempts at negotiation with militants 
(May 2008) 48583 

Continuing violence despite negotiations (May 
2008) 48584 

Figures for casualties in fighting between Sunni 
and Shia Muslim tribes (Jan. 2008) 48357 

Gun and grenade attack on UK aid agency 
(Feb. 2008) 48408 


PAKISTAN (contd) 

Islamic insurgency after expiry of Talibaan 
deadline for withdrawal of troops (Jan. 2008) 
48356 

Killing of members of wedding party by road- 
side bomb (Feb. 2008) 48408 

Proposed change of name to Pakhtoonkhwa 
(May 2008) 48583 

Resignation of Lt-Gen. Ali Muhammad Jan 
Orakzai as governor (Jan. 2008) 48357 

Sectarian violence in Kohat district (March 
2008) 48471 

Suicide bombing at Awami National Party 
(ANP) election meeting (Feb. 2008) 48407 

Suicide bombing in Dara Adam Khel district 
(March 2008) 48471 

Suicide bombing in Mardan (May 2008) 48584 

Suicide bombing in Swat district (March 2008) 
48471 

US missile strike on house of militants in Baijur 
tribal agency (May 2008) 48584 

Northern Areas: 

Appointment of Abbas Sarfraz Khan as chair- 
man (Jan. 2008) 48357 

Appointment of Mir Ghazanfar Ali Khan as chief 
executive (Jan. 2008) 48357 

Political parties: 

Agreement between Asif Ali Zardari of Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP) and former Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif on power sharing and 
strengthening of democracy (March 2008) 
48470-71 

Agreement in principle between PPP and 
Pakistan Muslim League—Nawaz (PML-N) 
on formation of coalition government (Feb. 
2008) 48406 

Criticism of choice of Bilawal Bhutto Zardari as 
leader of PPP (Jan. 2008) 48356 

Election victory for PPP (Feb. 2008) 48406 

Withdrawal of PML-N from coalition government 
(May 2008) 48583 

President: 

Tour of Europe and visit to World Economic 
Forum by Pervaiz Musharraf (Jan. 2008) 
48356 

Prime Minister: 

Announcements of policies on fight against ter- 
rorism and energy supplies (March 2008) 
48471 

Election by National Assembly of Yusuf Raza 
Gillani (March 2008) 48470 

Refugees: 

Warning by UNHCR on plan to repatriate 

Afghan refugees (April 2008) 48531 
Resignation: 

Governor of NWFP Lt-Gen. Ali Muhammad Jan 

Orakzai (Jan. 2008) 48357 
Security: 

Bomb in Islamabad restaurant popular with for- 
eigners (March 2008) 48471 

Bombing in Karachi during visit of President 
Musharraf (Jan. 2008) 48357 

Death of army surgeon general in suicide 
bombing in Rawalpindi (Feb. 2008) 48408 

Suicide bombing in Lahore (Jan. 2008) 48356 

Suicide bombing of office of election candidate 
in Kurram tribal agency (Feb. 2008) 48407 

Suicide bombing at Shia mosque in Peshawar 
(Jan. 2008) 48357 

Three suicide bombings in Lahore (March 
2008) 48471 

Violence on polling day less than feared (Feb. 
2008) 48407 

Sind province: 

Violent clashes between rival groups of lawyers 
after attack on former Parliamentary Affairs 
minister (April 2008) 48530-31 

Supreme Court: 

Delay in reinstatement of dismissed judges and 
chief justice (April 2008) 48530; (May 2008) 
48583 


PAKISTAN (contd) 

Order for immediate release of former chief jus- 
tice Iftiknar Chaudhry and 63 judges (March 
2008) 48470 

Talibaan: 

Border incursion by NATO and Afghan forces in 
clash with Talibaan (April 2008) 48531 

Capture of Afghan Talibaan commander Mullah 
Mansur Dadullah in Baluchistan (Feb. 2008) 
48408 

Claim of kidnapping of Pakistan’s ambassador 
to Afghanistan (Feb. 2008) 48408 

Release of Pakistan’s ambassador to 
Afghanistan (May 2008) 48584 

Report of death of suspected senior al-Qaida 
militant Abu Obaidah al-Masri (April 2008) 
48531 

Trials: 

Acquittal of Asif Ali Zardari of 1996 murder of 
estranged brother of Benazir Bhutto (April 
2008) 48531 

Acquittal of Asif Ali Zardari of 1997 murder of 
former irrigation secretary (April 2008) 48531 

Women’s issues: 

Report of more than 4,000 cases of human 

rights abuses (April 2008) 48531 


PALESTINE 
Economy: 
First Palestinian Investment Conference in 
Bethlehem (May 2008) 48607 
Foreign relations: 
France 
Admission of breach of boycott of Hamas by 
retired diplomat (May 2008) 48607 
Israel 
Discussions to avert “humanitarian disaster” 
threatened by closure of border crossings 
(Jan. 2008) 48383 
Meetings between President Mahmoud 
Abbas and Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 
(Jan. 2008) 48382; (April 2008) 48554 
Warning by senior Palestinian negotiator 
about continuing Israeli settlement activity 
(April 2008) 48554 
USA 
Call by President Bush for Israel to end 
occupation of territories seized in 1967 
(Jan. 2008) 48382 
Talks between US Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice with President 
Mahmoud Abbas (March 2008) 48494 
Visit by former US President Jimmy Carter 
(April 2008) 48553-54 
Visit by President George W. Bush (Jan. 
2008) 48382 
Visit by US Vice President Dick Cheney 
(March 2008) 48494 
Visits by US Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice (Jan. 2008) 48382; (March 2008) 
48494; (May 2008) 48607 
Gaza Strip: 
Attack by Islamic Jihad on Israeli army vehicle 
(March 2008) 48494 
Attack on Israeli fuel depot near Nahal Oz bor- 
der crossing (April 2008) 48554 
Continuing violence and further rocket attacks 
into Israel (May 2008) 48607-08 
Cutting of border fence with Egypt to allow 
Palestinians access to fuel and food (Jan. 
2008) 48383 
Cutting of electricity supplies by Israel (Feb. 
2008) 48439 
Further missile attacks by Hamas into Ashkelon 
and other Israeli centres (March 2008) 48494 
Increasing Palestinian deaths (March 2008) 
48493-94 
Israeli attacks 
Air strike on police station in Khan Yunis 
(Feb. 2008) 48439 
Central Gaza (April 2008) 48554 
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PALESTINE (contd) 
Claim of deaths of Palestinian woman and 
children by Israeli missile (April 2008) 
48554 
Continuing ground and air offensive against 
@ rocket attacks on Israeli towns (March 
2008) 48493 
Fresh air attacks in response to failed suicide 
bombing at border crossing (May 2008) 
48608 
Further Israeli ground force, air strike and 
missile attacks killing 14 militants and 
civilians (Feb. 2008) 48439 
Killing of UN Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) school teacher by Israeli mili- 
tary in Khan Younis (May 2008) 48607 
Major incursion by Israeli troops against 
Hamas (Jan. 2008) 48383 
Israeli closure of all border crossings cutting off 
fuel and humanitarian supplies (Jan. 2008) 
48383 
Outbreak of fighting between Hamas and Fatah 
(Jan. 2008) 48382-83 
Palestinian suicide bomb attack on Kerem 
Shalom crossing (April 2008) 48554 
Peaceful protest at Israeli blockade (Feb. 2008) 
48440 
Proposal by Hamas of truce in return for lifting 
of blockade (April 2008) 48554 
Reclosure of border with Egypt (Feb. 2008) 
48439-40 
Visit by Archbishop Desmond Tutu as head of 
UNHRC delegation (May 2008) 48608 
Obituary: 
Habash, George (founder of Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine) (Jan. 2008) 48383 
Peace process: 
Call by Quartet for freezing by Israel of all set- 
tlement activity (May 2008) 48607 
Condemnation by Quartet of rocket attacks from 
Gaza (May 2008) 48607 
Meeting in London of Ad Hoc Liaison 
Committee to discuss rebuilding of 
Palestinian economy (May 2008) 48607 
Meeting of Middle East Quartet in London (May 
2008) 48607 
Proposal by former UK Prime Minister Tony 
Blair for practical measures for the West 
Bank (May 2008) 48607 
Security: 
Escalation of violence with more rocket attacks 
from Gaza and Israeli airstrikes (Feb. 2008) 
48439 
Palestinian attack on Merkaz Harav seminary in 
Jerusalem (March 2008) 48494 
Rocket attacks on Israeli town of Sderot (Feb. 
2008) 48439 
Suicide bomb attack in Israeli town of Dimona 
(Feb. 2008) 48439 
UN: 
Visit by UNHRC delegation investigating 2006 
Israeli shelling of house in Beit Hanoun (May 
2008) 48608 


PALESTINIAN ORGANISATIONS 
Fatah: 
Agreement in Yemen to resume negotiations 
with Hamas (March 2008) 48494 
Hamas: 
Agreement to resume negotiations with Fatah 
(March 2008) 48494 
Confirmation of wellbeing of Israeli soldier cap- 
tured in 2005 in Gaza (March 2008) 48494 
Negotiations between senior officials and for- 
mer US President Jimmy Carter (April 2008) 
48553-54 
Statement on acceptance of Palestinian state 
but refusal to recognise state of Israel (April 
2008) 48554 
Statement on possibility of ceasefire (March 
2008) 48494 


PANAMA 
Appointments: 

Gabriel Diez as housing minister (May 2008) 
48572 

Jaime Ruiz as new chief of police (May 2008) 
48572 

Cabinet: 
Changes (May 2008) 48572 
Corruption: 

Allegations of links between Foreign Minister 
Samuel Lewis Navarro and Colombia drugs 
baron (March 2008) 48456 

Law and legislation: 

New penal code introducing 37 new crimes 

(May 2008) 48572 
Political parties: 

Leadership elections in ruling Democratic 

Revolutionary Party (March 2008) 48456 
Security: 

Arrests and injuries in demonstration by con- 

struction workers (Feb. 2008) 48405-06 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Aid scandal: 

Denial by departments of prime minister and 
foreign affairs of misuse of Taiwanese aid to 
influence recognition of China (PRC) (May 
2008) 48590 

Elections: 

Legislative 

Annulment of election of Education Minister 
Michael Laimo (Feb. 2008) 48419 
Environment: 

Report on extent of illegal logging (April 2008) 

48533 
Foreign relations: 

Australia 

18th meeting of ministerial forum (April 2008) 
48533-34 

Controversy over Australian opposition to 
proposed gold and copper mine (March 
2008) 48473 

Visit of Prime Minister Kevin Rudd (March 
2008) 48473 

Inquiry: 

Reopening of inquiry into missing funds in 

finance department (April 2008) 48533 
Provinces: 

Plan for new province of Jiwaka, part of Minj dis- 

trict of Western Highlands (Feb. 2008) 48419 


PARAGUAY 
Appointment: 
Derlis Osorio Nunes as minister of justice (Feb. 
2008) 48403 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Feb. 2008) 48403 
Elections: 
Legislative (April 2008) 48516 
Presidential (April 2008) 48516 
Political parties: 

Election by Colorado Party (PC) of Blanca Ovelar 

as presidential candidate (Jan. 2008) 48349 
President: 

Election victory for Fernando Lugo of Patriotic 
Alliance for Change (APC) (April 2008) 
48516 

Possible attempt to poison Nicanor Duarte 
Frutos (Feb. 2008) 48403 


PERU 
Appointments: 
Antonio Brack as environment minister (May 
2008) 48573 
Cabinet: 
Creation of new environment ministry (May 
2008) 48573 
Drugs: 
Report by International Narcotics Control Board 
calling for end to use of coca leaf (March 
2008) 48457 
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PERU (contd) 
Foreign relations: 

Brazil 
Agreements on investments in petrochemical 
and polyethylene plants (May 2008) 48573 

Chile 
Referral of maritime border dispute to ICJ 

(Jan. 2008) 48346 
Health: 

Controversy over deaths from flu among indige- 
nous Matsigenka people after visit by UK tel- 
evision company (March 2008) 48457 

Security: 

Arrests of left-wing movement on terrorism 
charges (March 2008) 48457 

Discovery of mass grave of suspected Shining 
Path guerrillas (May 2008) 48573 

Supreme Court: 

Upholding of sentence for former President 

Fujimori (April 2008) 48515 
Trials: 

Accusations against former President Fujimori 
of attempt to kidnap Prime Minister Jorge del 
Castillo (Jan. 2008) 48346 

Conviction of Julio Salazar Monroe and three 
other members of Grupo Colina of 1992 
murders of students and professor (April 
2008) 48515 

Testimony about negotiation of controversial 
amnesty law (Jan. 2008) 48346 


PETROLEUM AND GAS see Energy subheadings 
under individual countries; ORGANISATION OF 
PETROLEUM EXPORTING COUNTRIES (OPEC) 


PHILIPPINES 
Agriculture: 

Plan to invest in irrigation and infrastructure to 
make country self-sufficient in rice (April 
2008) 48522 

Defence: 

Investigation into alleged massacre of civilians 

in Sulu province (Feb. 2008) 48415 
Dismissal: 

Speaker of House of Representatives José de 

Venecia (Feb. 2008) 48414 
Economy: 

Failure of auction of contracts to import more 
rice (May 2008) 48578 

Scheme to sell subsidised rice to poor (May 
2008) 48578 

Warning on hoarding of rice to avoid shortages 
and control price rises (April 2008) 48522 

Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF): 

Withdrawal of Malaysia from International 

Monitoring Team (May 2008) 48578 
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF): 

Installation of Muslimin Sema as chairman 

(April 2008) 48522 
President: 

Continuing allegations of corruption against 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and demands for 
resignation (Feb. 2008) 48414-15 

Filing of criminal complaint in relation to ZTE 
contract (Feb. 2008) 48415 

Security: 

Arrest of three alleged foreign terrorists linked 
to al-Qaida (March 2008) 48474 

Deportation of two suspected Jordanian terror- 
ists (April 2008) 48522 

Two bomb explosions on Mindanao island (April 
2008) 48522 

Trade: 

Suspension of infrastructure projects backed by 

Chinese loans (Feb. 2008) 48415 
Trials: 

Conviction of nine army officers for 2003 
attempted coup (April 2008) 48522 

Presidential pardons for nine junior officers con- 
victed for failed 2003 coup (May 2008) 
48578 
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POLAND 
Appointments: 

Lt-Col Januz Nosek as head of counter-intelli- 
gence service (May 2008) 48596 

Maciej Hunia as head of military intelligence 
service (Jan. 2008) 48371 

Aviation: 

Crash of Polish airforce plane at Miroslawiec air 

base (Jan. 2008) 48371 
Dismissals: 

Co-ordinator for Polish-German relations 
Mariusz Muszynski (Jan. 2008) 48371 

Spokesperson for children’s rights Ewa 
Sowinska (May 2008) 48596 

Drugs: 

Admission by Prime Minister Donald Tusk of 
smoking of cannabis in 1980s (May 2008) 
48596 

Economy: 

Plans for privatisation of state-owned compa- 
nies (May 2008) 48596 

Protest march by teachers demanding wage 
increases (Jan. 2008) 48371 

EU: 

Approval of Lisbon treaty by both houses of leg- 
islature (April 2008) 48542 

Delay in ratification by Sejm of EU reform treaty 
(March 2008) 48481 

Resolution to accompany ratification reaffirming 
supremacy of Polish constitution (April 2008) 
48542 

Warning by EU regional aid commissioner 
on environmental standards (April 2008) 
48542-43 

Foreign relations: 

Czech Republic 

Talks to co-ordinate negotiations with USA 
over missile sites (Jan. 2008) 48371 

Germany 

Reassurance by Germany over planned 
museum of post-World War II expulsions 
(March 2008) 48481 

Russia 

Further warnings on siting of US missiles 
(Feb. 2008) 48436 

Visit of Prime Minister Donald Tusk to 
Moscow (Feb. 2008) 48436 

Warning on continuing negotiations with US 
over missile sites (Jan. 2008) 48371 

USA 

Agreement on talks on proposed deployment 
of US missiles (Jan. 2008) 48371 
Offer by President Bush to modernise Polish 
armed forces (March 2008) 48481 
Request for improved supply of air defences 
(May 2008) 48596 
Political parties: 

Election of Leszek Miller as temporary leader of 

new Polish Left party (Jan. 2008) 48371 
Resignation: 

Former deputy Prime Minister Zyta Gilowska 

from seat in Sejm (Jan. 2008) 48371 
Transport: 

Go-slow by customs officers on eastern borders 

(Jan. 2008) 48371 


POPULATION 
Russia: 
Warning of long-term decline (April 2008) 48548 
Turkey: 
Statistics on population (Jan. 2008) 48375 
UN: 
Statistics on world population and growth of 
urban population (Feb. 2008) 48445 


PORTUGAL 
Appointments: 
Ana Maria Teodoro Jorge as minister of health 
(Jan. 2008) 48368 . 
José Antdnio Pinto Ribeiro as culture minister 
(Jan. 2008) 48368 


PORTUGAL (contd) 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Jan. 2008) 48368 
Cultural issues: 
Adoption of controversial standardisation of 
Portuguese spelling (May 2008) 48600 
Dismissal: 
Health Minister Antonio Correia de Campos 
(Jan. 2008) 48368 
EU: 
Shelving of promised referendum on reform 
treaty (Jan. 2008) 48368 
Health: 
Ban on smoking in pubs, cafes, bars, and 
restaurants (Jan. 2008) 48368 
Violation of smoking ban by Prime Minister 
José Socrates (May 2008) 48600 
Political parties: 
Formation of Solidarity and Merit Movement 
(April 2008) 48550 
Resignation of Luis Filipe Menezes as leader of 
Social Democratic Party (PSD) (April 2008) 
48550 
Resignation: 
Culture minister Isabel Pires de Lima (Jan. 
2008) 48368 


Q 


QAIDA, AL- 
France: 

Judicial investigation of nine men suspected of 
financing pro-al-Qaida Islamic Movement of 
Uzbekistan (May 2008) 48599 

Iran: 

Accusations by deputy al-Qaida leader Ayman 
al-Zawahari against Iran and Hezbollah (April 
2008) 48552 

Pakistan: 

Confirmation of death in January of senior al- 
Qaida commander (Feb. 2008) 48408 

Murder of Benazir Bhutto linked to al-Qaida mil- 
itants controlled by Baitullah Mehsud (Jan. 
2008) 48356 

Report of death of suspected senior al-Qaida mili- 
tant Abu Obaidah al-Masri (April 2008) 48531 

Philippines: 

Arrest of three alleged foreign terrorists linked 

to al-Qaida (March 2008) 48474 
Saudi Arabia: 

Dismantling of organisation with close links to 

al-Qaida (March 2008) 48493 
Turkey: 

Arrests of suspected members of al-Qaida net- 

work (Jan. 2008) 48374; (April 2008) 48545 
Yemen: 

Killing of police officers by car bomb in Marib 
province attributed to al-Qaida (April 2008) 
48553 


QATAR 
Environment: 
Agreement to reduce emissions from flaring of 
methane on oil fields (March 2008) 48499 
Foreign relations: 
Breaking of diplomatic relations with Ethiopia 
(April 2008) 48506 


R 


REFUGEES 
see also IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION; 
UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FOR REFUGEES (UNHCR) 
Iraq: 
Return of several thousand refugees from Syria 
(Jan. 2008) 48380 
Mauritania: 
Return from exile in Senegal of first 100 black 
Mauritanians expelled in 1989 (Jan. 2008) 
48339 


REFUGEES (contd) 
Pakistan: 
Warning by UNHCR on plan to repatriate 
Afghan refugees (April 2008) 48531 
Somalia: 
Report by UNHCR on numbers of refugees 
(March 2008) 48451 
Report by UN’s FAO of humanitarian crisis 
among internally displaced persons (Feb. 
2008) 48393 
South Africa: 
Violent attacks in Johannesburg against foreign- 
ers and refugees from Zimbabwe, Mozam- 
bique, and Malawi (May 2008) 48564 


ROMANIA 
Appointments: 
Lazar Comanescu as minister for foreign affairs 
(April 2008) 48543 
Cabinet: 
Changes (April 2008) 48543 
Political parties: 

Merger of Popular Action party with ruling 
National Liberal Party (PNL) (April 2008) 
48543-44 

Resignation: 

Foreign Minister Adrian Cioroianu (April 2008) 

48543 


RUSSIA 
Cabinet: 
New (May 2008) 48591 
Chechnya: 
Unconfirmed report of deaths in clash between 
rival militias (April 2008) 48548 
Corruption: 

Arrest of suspected organised crime boss 
Semyon Mogilevich (Jan. 2008) 48377 
Conviction of former Nuclear Energy Minister 

Yevgeny Adamov for embezzlement (Feb. 
2008) 48426 
Extension of pre-trial remand of Deputy Finance 
Minister Sergei Storchak (April 2008) 48547 
Dagestan: 
Counter-terrorism operation (Feb. 2008) 48426 
Defence: 
New shortened period of compulsory military 
service (April 2008) 48547 
Report of numbers of suicides in 2007 among 
servicemen (May 2008) 48592 
Dismissals: 
Justice Minister Vladimir Ustinov (May 2008) 
48591 
Telecommunications Minister Leonid Reiman 
(May 2008) 48591 
Economy: 
Announcement of cuts in mineral extraction tax 
(May 2008) 48592 
Approval of annual increased in state energy 
prices (May 2008) 48592 
Duma bill to raise state sector wages (Feb. 
2008) 48426 
Fears of further rise in inflation (May 2008) 48592 
Law to clarify rules for foreign investment in 
Russian companies (May 2008) 48591-92 
Promise of investment in transport infrastructure 
(May 2008) 48592 
Rise in official inflation projection (April 2008) 
48547 
Elections: 
Presidential (March 2008) 48476 
Criticism of bias in television coverage (Feb. 
2008) 48425 
Dispute with OSCE over election monitoring 
(Feb. 2008) 48425 
Post-election protests about conduct of 
election (March 2008) 48476 
Preparations (Jan. 2008) 48376-77 
Rejection of nomination of former Prime 
Minister Mikhail Kasyanov (Jan. 2008) 
48376-77 
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RUSSIA (contd) 
Warning by OSCE monitoring office of 
boycott (Jan. 2008) 48377 
Energy: 

Agreements with Bulgaria, Serbia, and Austria 
increasing access by Gazprom to European 
markets (Jan. 2008) 48377 

Investigations into joint UK and Russian oil 
company TNK-BP as part of campaign to 
regain state control (March 2008) 48476-77 

Liquidation of oil stabilisation fund (Feb. 2008) 
48425 

EU: 

Closure of European University at St Petersburg 
on safety grounds (Feb. 2008) 48425-26 

Signs of improvement in relations (May 2008) 
48591 

Federal districts: 

Appointment of plenipotentiary presidential 

envoys (May 2008) 48592 
Foreign relations: 

China 

First foreign visit by President Medvedev 
(May 2008) 48591 

Mixed international reaction to election of 
Medvedev as president (March 2008) 48476 

Tajikistan 
Formal charges against two men for murder 

of Russian journalist Ilyas Shurpayev 
(April 2008) 48547 

UK 

Brief detention of head of British Council in 
St Petersburg (Jan. 2008) 48377 

Continuing tension over Litvinenko affair 
(Jan. 2008) 48377 

Questioning of Russian staff at British 
Council (Jan. 2008) 48377 

Reopening of British Council offices in defi- 
ance of closure order (Jan. 2008) 48377 

USA 

Condemnation by President Medvedev of US 
missile defence shield in Europe (May 
2008) 48591 

Reciprocal expulsion of two US military 
attachés from Moscow (May 2008) 
48592 

Visit by senior ministers aiming to forge 
broad strategic co-operation (March 2008) 
48477 

Warning by President Putin of possible new 
arms race with West (Feb. 2008) 48425 

Human rights: 

Call by ECHR for transfer to hospital of Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky (Feb. 2008) 48425 

Claims by Amnesty International and Human 
Rights Watch of restrictions on freedom of 
expression (Feb. 2008) 48426 

Forcible detention in psychiatric facility of Other 
Russia activist Roman Nikolaichik (Feb. 
2008) 48425 

Imperial family: 

Confirmation of DNA identification of remains of 

Tsarevich Alexei (April 2008) 48548 
Ingushetia: 

Arrest and charging of six opposition demon- 
strators in Nazran (Feb. 2008) 48426 

Shooting dead of Supreme Court deputy chair- 
man (April 2008) 48547-48 

Media: 

Announcement of discovery of murderer of 
campaigning journalist Anna Politkovskaya 
(March 2008) 48477 

Draft amendment to media law to widen defini- 
tion of slander (April 2008) 48547 

Grant of asylum in UK to former journalist 
Yelena Tregubova (April 2008) 48547 

Murder of television journalist from Dagestan 
(March 2008) 48477 

Restrictions on access by journalists to main 
government office in Moscow (April 2008) 
48547 


RUSSIA (contd) 

Suspension of Moskovsky korrespondent after 
publication of rumours of divorce of 
President Putin (April 2008) 48547 

Nuclear issues: 

Agreements on co-operation with China on 

nuclear power (May 2008) 48591 
Olympic Games (Winter 2014): 

Appointment of mayor of Sochi to replace head 
of company planning infrastructure (April 
2008) 48548 

Political parties: 

Congress of Unified Russia party (April 2008) 
48546 

Election of Vladimir Putin as chairman of 
Unified Russia party (April 2008) 48546-47 

Population: 

Warning of long-term decline (April 2008) 

48548 
President: 

Election of Dmitry Anatolyevich Medvedev 
(March 2008) 48476 

Inaugural speech of Dmitry Medvedev (May 
2008) 48615 

Inauguration of Dmitry Medvedev (May 2008) 
48591 

Last summit meeting between President Putin 
and US President Bush (April 2008) 48547 

Valedictory speeches by Vladimir Putin (Feb. 
2008) 48425 

Prime Minister: 

Inauguration of Viadimir Putin (May 2008) 
48591 

Measures to strengthen powers of prime minis- 
ter through ruling Unified Russia party (April 
2008) 48546-47 

Regions: 

Confirmation of Oleg Kovalyov as governor of 
Ryazan oblast (March 2008) 48477 

Confirmation of Valery Gayevsky as governor of 
Stavropol oblast (May 2008) 48592 

Inauguration of Ilya Mikhalchuk as governor of 
Arkhangelsk oblast (April 2008) 48548 

Legislative amendments to give greater powers 
over regions to prime minister (April 2008) 
48547 

Re-election of Nikolai Dudov as governor of 
Magadan oblast (Feb. 2008) 48425 

Resignation of governor of Stavropol krai 
Aleksandr Chernogorov (April 2008) 48548 

Security: 

Blacklisting by Estonia of Nashi Russian nation- 
alist youth movement (Jan. 2008) 48377-78 

Shooting of prosecutor of Saratov oblast (Feb. 
2008) 48426 

Social issues: 

Departure of last members of doomsday cult 

from cave near Penza (May 2008) 48592 
Sport: 

Agreement on waiving visa requirements for UK 
fans in Moscow for Champions League final 
(May 2008) 48592 

State council: 

First renewal of presidium (May 2008) 48592 
Trade: 

New agreements with China (May 2008) 48591 
Trials: 

Opening of trial of 58 men accused of attacks in 
Kabardino-Balkharia (April 2008) 48548 
Opening of trial of Voice of Beslan movement 

on extremism charges (Jan. 2008) 48377 
Victory Day parade: 

Inclusion of military hardware for first time since 

1990 (May 2008) 48592 
Yukos affair: 

End of hunger strike by Mikhail Khodorkovsky 

(Feb. 2008) 48425 


RWANDA 


Cabinet: 
New (March 2008) 48449 
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RWANDA (contd) 
Earthquakes: 

Two earthquakes along Great Rift Valley fault 

(Feb. 2008) 48395 
Security: 

Killing of police officer in grenade attack at 
Genocide Memorial Centre in Kigali (April 
2008) 48511 

War crimes: 

Arrest and transfer to International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in Tanzania of 
Callixte Nzabonimana (Feb. 2008) 48394 

Changes in conviction and increase in sentence 
of Fr Athanase Seromba (March 2008) 
48450 

Opening of trial at ICTR in Tanzania of Callixte 
Kalimanzira (May 2008) 48569 


S 


SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE 
Cabinet: 
Fall of government after no-confidence vote 
(May 2008) 48569 
New (Feb. 2008) 48396-97 
Prime Minister: 
Appointment of Patrice Emery Trovoada (Feb. 
2008) 48396-97 
Fall of government (May 2008) 48569 


SAUDI ARABIA 
Defence: 

Announcement of controversial arms deal with 

USA (Jan. 2008) 48380 
Economy: 

Large donation to World Food Programme for 
aid to compensate for rising food and fuel 
prices (May 2008) 48612 

Foreign relations: 

USA 

Visit of President Bush (Jan. 2008) 48380 
Internet: 

Arrest of influential “blogger” (Jan. 2008) 48380 

Release of influential “blogger” Fouad al-Farhan 
without charge (April 2008) 48552-53 

Religious issues: 

Report of secret talks with Vatican over opening 
first Roman Catholic church in country 
(March 2008) 48493 

Security: 

Dismantling of organisation with close links to 

al-Qaida (March 2008) 48493 
Women’s rights: 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) report on effect of 
male guardianship on women’s rights (April 
2008) 48552 

Lifting of restrictions on women staying in hotels 
and apartments without male guardian (Jan. 
2008) 48380 


SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
see also ENVIRONMENT; HEALTH AND 
EPIDEMIC DISEASES 
Fossils: 
Discovery of fossil of giant rodent in Uruguay 
(Jan. 2008) 48385-86 
Evidence of thyroid deficiency in hominid 
remains found in Indonesia (March 2008) 
48500 
Genetics, stem cell, and cloning developments: 
Creation of artificial beating hearts by “seeding” 
heart cells in rats (Jan. 2008) 48385 
Creation of genetically-modified mouse for 
research into rhinoviruses (Feb. 2008) 48444 
Finding of genetic mutations linked to ageing 
process (March 2008) 48499 
Publication of complete genome of duck-billed 
platypus (May 2008) 48612 
Synthesising by US biologist Craig Venter of 
entire genome of bacterium Mycoplasma 
genitalia (Jan. 2008) 48385 


Subject index 
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SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH (contd) 

Treatment of mice affected by Parkinson’s dis- 

ease (March 2008) 48500 
Medicine: 

Decision by European pharmaceutical compa- 
nies to end “acute toxicity tests” on rodents 
(Jan. 2008) 48385 

Lack of progress on development of vaccine for 
AIDS (Feb. 2008) 48444 

Trial in UK of vaccine against meningitis B (May 
2008) 48612 

Trials in UK of vaccine for influenza A strain 
(Jan. 2008) 48385 

Obituaries: 

Hofmann, Albert (chemist who synthesised 
LSD) (April 2008) 48558 

Lamb, Willis (Nobel prizewinner for Physics) 
(May 2008) 48613 

Lederberg, Joshua (Nobel prizewinner for 
Physiology/Medicine) (Feb. 2008) 48444 

Lorenz, Edward (mathematician and exponent 
of chaos theory) (April 2008) 48558 

Wheeler, John (physicist who coined term 
“black holes”) (April 2008) 48558 

Physics: 

Filing of lawsuit claiming risk of Large Hadron 
Collider (LHC) creating black hole (March 
2008) 48500 

Installation of last major component in LHC at 
European Centre for Nuclear Research 
(CERN) centre (March 2008) 48500 

Robotics: 

Breakthrough in use of prosthetic arm by mon- 
keys using “thoughts” (May 2008) 48612 

Developments in Symbrion (symbiotic evolution- 
ary robot) project (March 2008) 48500 

Technology: 

Development of software to interpret images of 
brain activity (March 2008) 48500 

Identification of 14 “grand challenges”, including 
energy production, medicines, and work on 
intelligence (Feb. 2008) 48444 


SENEGAL 
Constitution: 
Amendment to allow trial in Senegal of former 
President of Chad Hissene Habré (April 
2008) 48511-12 


SERBIA 
see also KOSOVO 
Elections: 
Legislative (May 2008) 48595 
Presidential 
First round (Jan. 2008) 48373 
Second round (Feb. 2008) 48422-23 
EU: 
Signing of Stabilisation and Association 
Agreement (April 2008) 48550 
Foreign relations: 
Demand by Russia for UN Security Council 
meeting on Kosovo (Feb. 2008) 48421 
Divisions in Europe on Kosovan independence 
(Feb. 2008) 48421 
Support by USA for Kosovan independence 
(Feb. 2008) 48421 
Kosovo: 
see also separate entry: KOSOVO 
Background to independence (Feb. 2008) 
48423 
Cabinet 
New (Jan. 2008) 48373 
Formal declaration of independence (Feb. 2008) 
48421-22 
Launch of EU Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo 
(EULEX Kosovo) (Feb. 2008) 48423 
Prime Minister 
Appointment of Hashim Thaci (Jan. 2008) 
48373 
Protests against independence of Kosovo 
(March 2008) 48480 
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SERBIA (contd) 

Provincial President 

Re-election of Fatmir Sejdiu (Jan. 2008) 
48373-74 
National Assembly: 

Formal dissolution and announcement of elec- 

tions in May (March 2008) 48479 
President: 

Legislative election victory for pro-European 
coalition (May 2008) 48595 

Re-election of President Boris Tadic (Feb. 2008) 
48422 

Prime Minister: 

Collapse of ruling coalition (March 2008) 48479 

Widening of rift between President Tadic and 
Vojislav Kostunica (Feb. 2008) 48422 

Security: 

Violent protests by Serbs against Kosovan 
declaration of independence (Feb. 2008) 
48421 

UN: 

Resolution 1800 to allow temporary appoint- 
ment of more at litem judges (Feb. 2008) 
48423 

War crimes: 

UN resolution to enable additional trials by 
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY) (Feb. 2008) 48423 


SINGAPORE 
Cabinet: 
Reshuffle (April 2008) 48523 
International Court of Justice (ICJ): 

Ruling in favour of Singapore in dispute with 
Malaysia on Pedra Branca island (May 2008) 
48590 

Security: 

Search for escaped Islamic head of Jemaah 
Islamiah (JI) Mas Selamat Kastari (Feb. 
2008) 48420 


SLOVAKIA 
Appointment: 
Jaroslav Baska as defence minister (Jan. 2008) 
48371 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Jan. 2008) 48371 
Corruption: 

Dismissal of board of Slovak State Land Fund 

(Jan. 2008) 48371 
EU: 

Application to join euro single currency (April 
2008) 48543 

Approval by EC of application to join euro single 
currency (May 2008) 48605 

Media: 

Controversial bill to allow unlimited right of reply 

to any article (April 2008) 48543 
Political parties: 

Formation of new Conservative Democrats of 
Slovakia by defectors from Catholic Christian 
Democratic Movement (KDH) (March 2008) 
48491 

Resignation: 

Defence Minister Frantisek Kasicky (Jan. 2008) 

48371 


SLOVENIA 
Obituary: 
Drnovsek, Janez (former prime minister and 
president) (Feb. 2008) 48438 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 
Cabinet: 
Reduction in number of political posts as cost- 
cutting exercise (Jan. 2008) 48363 
Economy: 
Budget (March 2008) 48473 
Passed with minor amendments (April 2008) 
48534 
Increase in Australian aid (March 2008) 48473 
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SOLOMON ISLANDS (contd) 
Environment: 

Announcement of measures to prevent overex- 
ploitation of forestry resources (April 2008) 
48534 

Warning on ending of logging industry by 2013 
(March 2008) 48473 

Foreign relations: 

Australia 
Visit by Prime Minister Kevin Rudd (March 
2008) 48473 

Prime Minister: 

Tour of Papua New Guinea, Australia, and New 

Zealand (Jan. 2008) 48363 
Resignation: 

Police commissioner Jahir Khan (Feb. 2008) 

48419 
Trial: 

Opening of trial of former Immigration Minister 

Peter Shanel (Feb. 2008) 48419 


SOMALIA 
Cabinet: 
New (Jan. 2008) 48337 
Economy: 

Riots in Mogadishu over food prices and currency 

changes (May 2008) 48566 
Health: 

Cholera outbreaks in Hiiraan region and on 

Kenyan border (Feb. 2008) 48393 
Human rights: 

Allegations by Amnesty International of attacks 
on civilians by the transitional national gov- 
ernment (TNG), Ethiopian soldiers, Islamists, 
and bandits (May 2008) 48565-66 

Law and legislation: 

Promotion of “genocide ideology” to be a crime 

(Feb. 2008) 48394 
Prime Minister: 

Announcement of willingness to enter into 
negotiations with Islamist opposition (March 
2008) 48450-51 

Refugees: 

Report by UNHCR on numbers of refugees 
(March 2008) 48451 

Report by UN’s FAO of humanitarian crisis 
among internally displaced persons (Feb. 
2008) 48393 

Security: 

Accusation against Ethiopian troops of “extraju- 
dicial killings” during raid on mosque (April 
2008) 48506 

Call by Foreign Affairs minister for UN force to 
replace AMISOM (April 2008) 48505 

Continued fighting in Mogadishu between Union 
of Islamic Courts and Ethiopian-backed the 
transitional national government (TNG) 
forces (Feb. 2008) 48393 

Death of Ethiopians in explosions in port of 
Boosaaso (Feb. 2008) 48393 

Enlargement of AU peacekeeping force (Jan. 
2008) 48337 

Freeing of Spanish fishing boat after payment of 
ransom (April 2008) 48506 

Increased violence outside Mogadishu (March 
2008) 48451 

Kidnapping of UK citizen and Kenyan in south- 
ern Somalia (April 2008) 48506 

Killing of Islamist leader Aden Hashi Ayro in US 
air strike on Dhuusa Mareeb (May 2008) 
48565 

Killing of medical workers in roadside bomb 
(Jan. 2008) 48337 

Seizure of French tourist yacht by pirates near 
Eyl (April 2008) 48506 

Seizure by Islamic insurgents of town of Adado 
(April 2008) 48505 

Shooting of two UK teachers at English school 
in Beledweyne (April 2008) 48506 

Street fighting between Ethiopian troops and 
Islamic insurgents in Mogadishu (April 2008) 
48505-06 


SOMALIA (contd) 
US missile attack on al-Qaida target near 
se Kenya border (March 2008) 48450 

Resolution 1801 to authorise maintenance by 
AU of AMISOM mission (Feb. 2008) 48393 

Resolution 1811 to extend mandate of arms 
embargo monitoring group (April 2008) 
48505 

Resolution 1814 expressing support for UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon's “integrated 
strategy” (May 2008) 48565 

Sponsorship of peace talks in Djibouti between 
TNG and Alliance of the Liberation and 
Reconstitution of Somalia (ALRS) (May 
2008) 48565 


SOUTH AFRICA 
Corruption: 

Charges of corruption against national police 

commissioner Jacob Selebi (Jan. 2008) 48341 
Dismissal: 

President of Congress of South African Trade 
Unions (COSATU) Willy Madisha (Feb. 2008) 
48396 

Economy: 

Admission by President Mbeki of failings in 
power supply (Feb. 2008) 48396 

Budget (Feb. 2008) 48396 

Mine closures to cut electricity consumption 
(Jan. 2008) 48341 

Power cuts due to maintenance closures and 
attempts to reduce consumption (Jan. 2008) 
48341 

President: 

Condemnation by Thabo Mbeki of attacks on 
foreigners (May 2008) 48564 

State of the nation address by Thabo Mbeki 
(Feb. 2008) 48396 

Resignation: 

National police commissioner Jacob Selebi 

(Jan. 2008) 48341 
Security: 

Announcement of intention to dismantle 
“Scorpions” crime-fighting unit (Feb. 2008) 
48396 

Violent attacks in Johannesburg against foreign- 
ers and refugees from Zimbabwe, 
Mozambique, and Malawi (May 2008) 48564 

Trial: 

Postponement of trial of Jacob Zuma on corrup- 

tion charges (May 2008) 48564 


SOUTH AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY 
(SADC) 
Zimbabwe: 
Emergency meeting in Zambia calling for early 
release of election results (April 2008) 48509 
Visit by President Thabo Mbeki as SADC nego- 
tiator (May 2008) 48564 


SPACE 
European Space Agency (ESA): 
Design for manned spacecraft (May 2008) 48612 
International Space Station (ISS): 
Installation of first part of Japanese space labo- 
ratory (March 2008) 48500 
Launch of new European supply vehicle (ATV) 
(March 2008) 48500 
Off-course landing of Soyuz on earth (April 
2008) 48557 
Shuttle mission to install European Columbus 
laboratory (Feb. 2008) 48444 
Soyuz TMA-12 visit with replacement crew 
(April 2008) 48557 
Successful landing of space shuttle Endeavour 
(March 2008) 48500 
Jodrell Bank telescope: 
Threat from pressure by UK government to 
reduce budget for fundamental science 
(March 2008) 48500 


SPACE (contd) 
Mars: 

Landing of Phoenix spacecraft in north polar 
region and transmission of remarkable pic- 
tures (May 2008) 48612 

NASA: 

Plan to launch manned spacecraft to land on 
asteroid (May 2008) 48612 

Transmission of Beatles song towards North 
Star through deep space communications 
network (Feb. 2008) 48444-45 

Obituary: 

Stuhlinger, Ernst (member of Werner von 

Braun’s team) (May 2008) 48612 
Planets: 

Transmission of images of surface of Mercury 
from NASA's Messenger spacecraft (Jan. 
2008) 48386 

Solar system: 

Claim in Italy to have detected dark matter 
(April 2008) 48557 

Discovery of new small solar system (Feb. 
2008) 48444 


SPAIN 
Appointments: 
Bibiana Aido as equality minister (April 2008) 
48537 
Carme Chacon as first female defence minister 
(April 2008) 48537 
Cristina Garmendia as science and innovation 
minister (April 2008) 48537 
Interior Minister Rubalcaba as temporary 
defence minister during maternity leave of 
Carme Chacon (May 2008) 48600 
Basque country: 
All-party condemnation of truck bombing with- 
out warning (May 2008) 48599-600 
Arrest of 14 people to prevent formation of 
Batasuna leadership committee (Feb. 2008) 
48431 
Arrest of fugitive Immaculada Berriozabal (Jan. 
2008) 48367 
Arrest of spokesman for Batasuna (Feb. 2008) 
48431 
Arrest of suspected ETA political leader and 
three accomplices in Bordeaux (France) 
(May 2008) 48600 
Arrest of two men in connection with 2006 truck 
bombing in Madrid (Jan. 2008) 48367 
Arrest of two suspected members of ETA 
(March 2008) 48487 
Arrests in street violence in Guipuzcoa province 
(April 2008) 48537 
Blocking of proposal by regional assembly pres- 
ident for referendum on support for negotiat- 
ed settlement with ETA (May 2008) 48600 
Car bombing at civil guard station at Calahorra 
(March 2008) 48487 
Extradition of three ETA members from UK 
(Jan. 2008) 48367 
Injuries to police officers in bombing in Bilbao 
(April 2008) 48537 
Pre-dawn truck bombing in Basque village of 
Legutiano (May 2008) 48599-600 
Rejection by Constitutional Court of appeal by 
Arnaldo Otegi (April 2008) 48537 
Report of order by ETA that Batasuna go under- 
ground (May 2008) 48600 
Sentencing of former ETA leader for ordering 
murder in 2000 of Andalusian chief prosecu- 
tor (Jan. 2008) 48367 
Sentencing in French court of former ETA 
military commander “Susper’” (Feb. 2008) 
48431-32 
Shooting of Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party 
(PSOE) councillor |saias Carrasco in 
Mondragon (March 2008) 48487 
Cabinet: 
Change (May 2008) 48600 
New (April 2008) 48537 


SPAIN (contd) 


Cultural issues: 

Withdrawal of proposed lyrics for national 

anthem (Jan. 2008) 48367 
Drought: 

Import of water to Elarcelona to prevent water 

crisis (April 2008) 48537; (May 2008) 48600 
Economy: 

Demonstration in Madrid by fishermen over 

rising price of crude oil (May 2008) 48600 
Elections: 

Legislative (March 2008) 48487; 48488 

Complaints about remarks by Spanish 
Council of Bishops directing voters to sup- 
port opposition PP (Feb. 2008) 48432 

Set for 9 March (Jan. 2008) 48367 

Suspension of campaign after shooting by 
ETA of Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party 
(PSOE) councillor (March 2008) 48487 

Health: 

Two deaths from vCJD (human form of “mad 

cow disease”) (April 2008) 48537 
Nuclear issues: 

Discovery of leak at Asco | nuclear power sta- 

tion (April 2008) 48537 
Political parties: 

Resignation of United Left (IU) leader Gaspar 

Llamazares Trigo (March 2008) 48487 
Prime Minister: 

Formal approval of José Luis Rodriguez 
Zapatero for second term (April 2008) 
48537 

Security: 

Arrest in Melilla of two Islamists in connection 
with 2003 bombings in Casablanca (April 
2008) 48537 

Arrest in Morocco of suspected master-mind of 
Madrid train bombings (Jan. 2008) 48367 

Arrest of three Algerians on suspicion of pro- 
moting radical Islamism (Feb. 2008) 48432 

Arrest of three people linked to extreme left- 
wing GRAPO group (Jan. 2008) 48367 

Arrests in Barcelona of suspected Islamic mili- 
tants (Jan. 2008) 48367 

Dropping of terrorism charges against two for- 
mer Guantanamo Bay detainees (March 
2008) 48488 

Extradition of Russian suspected of murder in 
Moscow of regional governor (Jan. 2008) 
48367 

Social issues: 

Strike by private abortion clinics protesting 
against harassment by government inspec- 
tors (Jan. 2008) 48367 

Trials: 

Investigation into Pakistani Islamist cell in 
Barcelona (Feb. 2008) 48432 

Sentencing of 20 radical Islamists for member- 
ship of or collaboration with terrorist organi- 
sation (Feb. 2008) 48432 


SRI LANKA 


Constitution: 
Preliminary report by panel of legislators on 
devolution of power (Jan. 2008) 48355 
Economy: 
Price limits for most types of rice (April 2008) 
48530 
Elections: 
Municipal 
Eastern province (March 2008) 48469 
Provincial 
Eastern province (May 2008) 48582 
Foreign relations: 
China 
Visit of President Mahinda Rajapakse to 
Boao Forum for Asia (April 2008) 48530 
EU 
Sale of missiles by Slovakia in breach of 
code of conduct on arms exports (April 
2008) 48529 
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SRI LANKA (contd) 
Iran 
Signing of agreements to provide funding for 
Sapugaskanda oil refinery and construc- 
tion of dam (April 2008) 48529-30 
Human rights: 
Accusation of massacre in 2006 by security 
forces near Trincomalee (April 2008) 48529 
Report on abductions and disappearances by 
government (March 2008) 48469 
Termination of International Independent Group 
of Eminent Persons (IIGEP) (March 2008) 
48469 
Obituary: 
Bandaranaike, Anura (former foreign minister) 
(March 2008) 48470 
Prime Minister: 
Extension of state of emergency in north (April 
2008) 48529 
Security: 
Abduction and torture of associate editor of The 
Nation Keith Noyahr (May 2008) 48583 
Arrest of three men in UK suspected of 
fundraising for LTTE (April 2008) 48530 
Bomb explosion on eve of election in Eastern 
province (May 2008) 48582 
Death of Roman Catholic priest in roadside 
bombing in Wanni district (April 2008) 
48529 
Murder in Jaffna of television journalist (May 
2008) 48583 
Statistics on casualties since end of ceasefire in 
2006 (March 2008) 48470 
Suspected LTTE suicide bombing killing high- 
ways minister at start of marathon race (April 
2008) 48529 
Tamil Tigers (LTTE): 
Abrogation by government of ceasefire (Jan. 
2008) 48355 
Arrest in UK of four Tamil men charged with 
supporting terrorist organisation (May 2008) 
48582 
Assassinations 
Killing of government minister D.D. 
Dassanayake by roadside bomb (Jan. 
2008) 48355 
Killing of Highways Minister Jeyaraj 
Fernandopulle at start of marathon race 
(April 2008) 48529 
Shooting of leading opposition legislator 
(Jan. 2008) 48355 
Bomb explosion on crowded train (May 2008) 
48583 
Bombing of bus near Anuradhapura (Feb. 2008) 
48409 
Bombing of civilian bus station in Dambulla 
(Feb. 2008) 48409 
Continued heavy fighting on borders of Jaffna 
peninsula (Jan. 2008) 48355 
Continuing army offensive against LTTE posi- 
tions in north (May 2008) 48582 
Continuing heavy fighting against LTTE forces 
(March 2008) 48469-70 
Defusing of bombs on two buses (May 2008) 
48583 
Female suicide bombing at railway station in 
Colombo (Feb. 2008) 48409 
Further heavy fighting in Mannar district and at 
Roman Catholic Madhu shrine (April 2008) 
48529 
Motorcycle suicide bombing in Colombo (May 
2008) 48582 
New battle on Jaffna peninsula around Kilaly 
and Muhamalai (April 2008) 48529 
Rare admission of serious army casualties 
(April 2008) 48529 
Sinking of Sri Lankan Navy troop carrier in 
Trincomalee harbour (May 2008) 48582 
Statistics from International Committee of the 
Red Cross on civilian casualties (Feb. 2008) 
48409 
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SRI LANKA (contd) 
Trials: 
Completion of sentence in UK of Col Karuna for 
identity fraud (May 2008) 48582 
Sentencing in UK court of former LTTE com- 
mander Col Karuna (Jan. 2008) 48355 


ST LUCIA 
Resignation: 
Economic Affairs Minister Ausbert d’Auvergne 
(May 2008) 48575 


ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 
Economy: 
Strike by teachers in protest at changes in pay 
and benefits (Jan. 2008) 48349 
Prime Minister: 
Dismissal of claim of rape against Prime Minister 
Ralph Gonsalves (Feb. 2008) 48404-05 
Trial: 
Acquittal of man charged with murder of prime 
minister's secretary (Feb. 2008) 48405 


STORMS, CYCLONES, AND FLOODS 
Afghanistan: 

Death toll from exceptionally heavy snowfall and 

extreme cold (Jan. 2008) 48358 
Australia: 

Heavy rainstorms in eastern Australia (Jan. 

2008) 48362 
Bangladesh: 

Approval by IMF of emergency assistance to 
deal with effects of Cyclone Sidr (April 2008) 
48527 

Bolivia: 
Disastrous flooding in northern Bolivia (Feb. 
2008) 48403 
Burma: 
Cyclone Nargis (May 2008) 48576-77 
China: 

Widespread chaos after exceptional snow 

storms (Jan. 2008) 48360; (Feb. 2008) 48412 
Ecuador: 
Declaration of national emergency after serious 
flooding (Feb. 2008) 48405 
Fiji: 
Tropical cyclone Gene (Jan. 2008) 48363 
India: 
Uttar Pradesh (May 2008) 48582 
Mongolia: 
Deaths in severe snowstorms (May 2008) 
48585 
Mozambique: 
Flooding of Zambezi river (Jan. 2008) 48341-42 
Tajikistan: 

Appeal by UN Office for the Co-ordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHR) for humanitar- 
ian aid to people at risk from floods and mud- 
slides due to snow melt (April 2008) 48532 

USA: 

Deaths of over 20 people in tornado and storm 
in Oklahoma, Missouri, and Georgia (May 
2008) 48571 

Wave of 67 tornadoes in southern states (Feb. 
2008) 48401 


SUDAN 
Appointment: 
Sheikh Musa Hilal as adviser to federal admin- 
istrative minister (Jan. 2008) 48337-38 
Aviation: 
Crash of airliner killing senior officials and mili- 
tary officers (May 2008) 48567 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Feb. 2008) 48392 
Darfur: 
Attack on Omdurman by Darfuri rebels (May 
2008) 48566 
Attacks on bases of rebel Justice and Equality 
Movement by government forces and janjaw- 
iet militia (March 2008) 48451 
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SUDAN (contd) 
Controversial appointment of Sheikh Musa Hilal 
to government post (Jan. 2008) 48337-38 
Criticism by UN under-secretary-general for 
peacekeeping of lack of government co- 
operation with UN-AU operation (Jan. 2008) 
48338 
Death of French soldier who had unwittingly 
crossed border from Chad (March 2008) 48451 
Invitation by UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown 
to hold peace talks in London (April 2008) 
48506 
Major government offensive against rebels in 
western Darfur (Feb. 2008) 48392 
Reports of co-ordination between Israel and 
rebel Sudan Liberation Movement/Army 
(March 2008) 48451 
Foreign relations: 
China 
Call for government to allow AU and UN 
hybrid peace keeping operation for Darfur 
(UNAMID) peacekeepers to deploy (Feb. 
2008) 48392 
Political parties: 
Formation of new armed opposition movement 
in Nuba Mountains region (Feb. 2008) 48392 
President: 
Claim of Chadian responsibility for attack on 
Omdurman (May 2008) 48566 
Security: 
Arrest of Islamic ideologue Hasan Abdullah al- 
Turabi (May 2008) 48566 
Fighting in Abyei between Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army and national army (May 
2008) 48566 
Issue of arrest warrants for French charity work- 
ers for child trafficking in Chad (April 2008) 
48507 
Shooting of US diplomat in Khartoum (Jan. 
2008) 48338 
Sudan Consortium: 
Third meeting (May 2008) 48567 
UN: 
Estimate of deaths due to conflict (April 2008) 
48506 
Halving of food rations by World Food 
Programme due to insecurity on supply 
routes (April 2008) 48506 
Resolution 1812 to commend work of UN 
Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) in support of 
comprehensive peace agreement (April 
2008) 48506-07 


SURINAM 
Economy: 
Ending of strike by teachers demanding pay 
improvements (May 2008) 48575 
Trial: 
Preliminary hearings at military tribunal investi- 
gating murder of 15 government opponents 
(Jan. 2008) 48349 


SWEDEN 
Security: 

Arrest of six people in raids on homes of mem- 
bers of neo-Nazi Swedish Resistance 
Movement (March 2008) 48491 

Arrest of three men on suspicion of preparing 
terrorist attacks (Feb. 2008) 48438 


SYRIA 
Foreign relations: 
Israel 
Confirmation of talks mediated by Turkey 
(May 2008) 48606 
A 


Expansion of sanctions against senior 
government officials (Feb. 2008) 48439 
Nuclear issues: 
Claim by USA of co-operation with North Korea 
over nuclear reactor bombed by Israel in 
2007 (April 2008) 48553 


SYRIA (contd) 
Security: 
Arrests in crackdown on opposition dissidents 
(Jan. 2008) 48384 
Release of human rights activist Adnan Makiah 
(Feb. 2008) 48439 


T 


TAIWAN 
Appointments: 
Inauguration of Vincent Siew as vice president 
(May 2008) 48586 
Cabinet: 
New (May 2008) 48586; 48587 
Corruption: 

Investigation into former President Chen over 
alleged embezzlement (May 2008) 48587 

Scandal over transfer and disappearance of 
government aid funds (May 2008) 48586-87 

Economy: 
Move to allow banks to buy Chinese currency 
with new Taiwan dollars (April 2008) 48520 
Elections: 
Legislative (Jan. 2008) 48360 
Presidential (March 2008) 48459-60 
Espionage: 

Arrest in USA of Kuo Tai-sheng (Feb. 2008) 

48412 
Foreign relations: 

China 

Meeting of Vice President-elect Vincent Siew 
with President Hu Jintao of China (April 
2008) 48520 

Diplomatic recognition by Malawi switched to 

mainland China (Jan. 2008) 48361 
Kuomintang (KMT-Nationalist Party): 

Landslide election victory (Jan. 2008) 48360 

Landslide victory in presidential elections 
(March 2008) 48459-60 

Visit to mainland China by chairman Wu Poh- 
hsiun for meeting with People’s Republic of 
China (PRC) President Hu Jintao (May 2008) 
48586-87 

Political parties: 

Election of Tsai Ing-wen as first female leader 
of opposition Democratic Progressive Party 
(DPP) (May 2008) 48587 

President: 

Call for reconciliation with China (May 2008) 
48587 

Election of Ma Ying-jeou (March 2008) 48459-60 

Inauguration of Ma Ying-jeou (May 2008) 48586 

Referendums: 

Failure to agree on application to regain mem- 
bership of UN (March 2008) 48460 

Failure to produce binding results on questions 
on party funding and anti-corruption (Jan. 
2008) 48361 

Resignations: 

Chairman of Democratic Progressive Party 
(DPP) Chen Shui-Ban after electoral defeat 
(Jan. 2008) 48360-61 

Finance Minister Henry Ho (Ho Chih-chin) 
(March 2008) 48460 

Foreign Minister Huang Chih-fang (May 2008) 
48587 

Minister for National Defence Lee Tien-yu (Feb. 
2008) 48413 

Vice Premier Chiou I-jen (May 2008) 48587 

Trade: 

Delivery by US of missile fuses instead of heli- 

copter parts (March 2008) 48460 


TAJIKISTAN 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Jan. 2008) 48358 
Economy: 
Call by President Rakhmon for donation of 
month's salary to fund completion of hydro- 
electric dam and plant (April 2008) 48532 


TAJIKISTAN (contd) 

Requirement for repayment of substantial part 
of IMF loan as penalty for false information 
(April 2008) 48532 

Humanitarian crisis: 

Deaths due to energy crisis and unusually 

severe weather (Feb. 2008) 48411 
Storms and floods: 

Appeal by UN Office for the Co-ordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHR) for humanitar- 
ian aid to people at risk from floods and mud- 
slides due to snow melt (April 2008) 48532 


TANZANIA 
Appointment: 
Benno Ndulu as governor of Bank of Tanzania 
(Jan. 2008) 48342 
Cabinet: 
Changes (May 2008) 48565 
New (Feb. 2008) 48395 
Corruption: 

Investigation into Infrastructure Minister Andrew 
Chenge in connection with BAE Systems 
inquiries (April 2008) 48505 

Disaster: 

Deaths of about 70 miners in flooding of tan- 

Zanite mine (March 2008) 48453 
Dismissal: 

Governor of Bank of Tanzania Daudi Balali 

(Jan. 2008) 48342 
Prime Minister: 

Appointment of Mizengo Pinda (Feb. 2008) 

48395 
Resignations: 

Infrastructure Development Minister Andrew 
Chenge (April 2008) 48505 

Prime Minister Edward Lowassa (Feb. 2008) 
48395 


TERRORISM see QAIDA, AL-; Security subheading 
under individual countries 


THAILAND 
Appointments: 

Chawarat Charnweerakul as social develop- 

ment minister (May 2008) 48577 
Cabinet: 

Formation of coalition headed by Samak Sundar- 
avej as prime minister (Jan. 2008) 48351 

New (Feb. 2008) 48416 

Constitution: 

Proposed amendments to allow for rehabilitation 
of members of Thaksin Shinawatra’s Thais 
Love Thais (TRT) party (March 2008) 48465 

Corruption: 

Decision by public health minister not to resign 
(April 2008) 48524 

Suspension of national police chief Sereepisut 
Tawmeeyaves (April 2008) 48524 

Council for National Security: 

Dissolution in wake of December 2007 elections 

(Jan. 2008) 48351 
Disaster: 

Death of 54 illegal Burmese immigrants from 
suffocation in container lorry (April 2008) 
48524 

Drugs: 

Relaunch of crackdown on trade in illegal drugs 

(Feb. 2008) 48417 
Elections: 

Legislative 
Final results (April 2008) 48524 
Investigation into alleged vote-rigging (Jan. 
2008) 48351-52 

Senatorial (March 2008) 48465 

Foreign relations: 

UK 

Defamation suits served by UK retailer Tesco 
against former legislator (April 2008) 
48524 


THAILAND (contd) 

Former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra: 
Return to Thailand of wife (Jan. 2008) 48352 
Return of Thaksin and arrest on corruption 

charges (Feb. 2008) 48416 

House of Representatives: 

Disqualification of speaker Yongyuth Tiyapairat 
(Feb. 2008) 48416 

Insurgency in southern provinces: 

Admission by interior minister of inability to 
solve problem (March 2008) 48465 

Apology by Prime Minister Samak for remarks 
about 2004 incident in Tak Bai (Feb. 2008) 
48417 

Statistics on death toll (March 2008) 48465 

Political parties: 

Dissolution by Electoral Commission of two par- 
ties for electoral fraud (April 2008) 48524 

Prime Minister: 

Controversial remarks by Samak on violent 
1976 demonstration (Feb. 2008) 48417 

Criticism by Samak of People’s Alliance for 
Democracy (PAD) demonstrations (May 
2008) 48577 

Election of Samak Sundaravej (Jan. 2008) 
48351 

Swearing in of Samak Sundaravej (Feb. 2008) 
48416 

Resignation: 

Minister of Prime Minister's Office Jakrapob 
Penkair (May 2008) 48577 

Royal Family: 

Death of king’s sister Princess Galyani Vadhana 
(Jan. 2008) 48352 

Security: 

Arrest of notorious arms dealer in Bangkok 
(March 2008) 48465 

Demonstrations against constitutional amend- 
ment to rehabilitate Thaksin and TRT party 
(May 2008) 48577 

Senate: 

Appointment of 74 members chosen by selec- 
tion committee (Feb. 2008) 48416-17 

Supreme Court: 

Appearance of Thaksin and his wife on corrup- 
tion charges (March 2008) 48465 

Approval of case against speaker of House of 
Representatives (March 2008) 48465 


TOGO 
Economy: 
Approval by IMF of arrangement under Poverty 
Reduction and Growth Facility (April 2008) 
48508 
Political parties: 
Launch of new Synergy of Forces for 
Development party (Jan. 2008) 48342 
Truth and Reconciliation process: 
Launch of initial consultations (April 2008) 48508 


TOKELAU 
Elections: 
Legislative (Jan. 2008) 48364 


TONGA 
Appointment: 

Afu’alo Matoto as finance minister (March 2008) 

48474 
Cabinet: 

Penalty of three months work without pay for 
tourism minister for improper payment of 
cheque (March 2008) 48474 

Corruption: 

Announcement of anti-corruption commission 

(Feb. 2008) 48419 
Economy: 

Grant of exclusive contract to South Korea for 
seabed exploration for mineral deposits (April 
2008) 48534 

Political crisis over loan from China (Feb. 2008) 
48419 
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TONGA (contd) 
Elections: 
Legislative (April 2008) 48534 
Resignation: 
Finance Minister Siosiua ‘Utoikamanu (Feb. 
2008) 48419 
Security: 
Withdrawal of charges of sedition against ‘Ofa 
Simiki in connection with 2006 riots (May 
2008) 48590 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
Cabinet: 
Changes (April 2008) 48517-18 
President: 
Election of George Maxwell Richards (Feb. 
2008) 48406 
Inauguration of George Maxwell Richards 
(March 2008) 48459 
Privy Council: 
Ruling in London dismissing appeal by former 
Prime Minister Basdeo Panday for retrial 
(April 2008) 48518 


TUNISIA 
Death penalty: 

Sentencing of two members of Salafi group 

(Jan. 2008) 48384 
Security: 

Abduction of two Austrian tourists by Al-Qaida 
Organisation in the Islamic Maghreb (March 
2008) 48498 

Trials: 

Judgment in Salafi group case (Jan. 2008) 48384 

Sentencing of 14 young men for belonging to 
terrorist organisation (May 2008) 48612 


TURKEY 
Constitutional Court: 

Agreement to hear case calling for dissolution of 
ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP) 
for anti-secular policies (March 2008) 48480 

Criticism by Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan of decision to hear case on AKP 
(April 2008) 48545 

Court of Appeals: 

Upholding of acquittal of Islamic religious leader 

Fethullah Gillen (March 2008) 48481 
Disasters: 

Death of at least 20 people in explosions in 
unlicensed fireworks factory (Jan. 2008) 
48375 

Economy: 

New law enabling gradual raising of retirement 

age (May 2008) 48595 
Energy: 

Agreement on rapid completion of Arab Gas 
pipeline connecting Egypt, Turkey, Iraq, and 
EU (May 2008) 48595 

EU: 

Approval by EU enlargement commissioner of 
reform of Law on Foundations (Feb. 2008) 
48427 

Call for constitutional amendment to make clo- 
sure of political parties more difficult (April 
2008) 48545 

Expression by European Parliament of concern 
at lack of reform (May 2008) 48594 

Further warnings from France on failure to 
recognise Greek Cypriot government in 
Cyprus (May 2008) 48594 

Rejection by Prime Minister of offer by EU of 
“privileged partnership” rather than full mem- 
bership (Feb. 2008) 48427 

Statement by Prime Minister Erdogan of poten- 
tial for Turkey to act as bridge between Islam 
and Christianity (March 2008) 48481 

Foreign relations: 

Criticism of acquittal in Belgium of members of 
outlawed Revolutionary People’s Liberation 
Party-Front (DHKP-C) (Feb. 2008) 48427 


TURKEY (contd) 

UK 

Official visit by Queen Elizabeth II and Prince 
Philip (May 2008) 48594 
USA 
Acknowledgement of support for campaign 
against Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) 
(Jan. 2008) 48374 
Limited support for incursion against Kurd 
separatists in northern Iraq (Feb. 2008) 
48427 
Health: 
Smoking 
Extension of ban to public spaces and 
venues and government facilities (May 
2008) 48595 
Presidential approval of law banning smoking 
in public places (Jan. 2008) 48375 
Human rights: 

Approval of bill to amend controversial Article 
301 of Turkish Penal Code (April 2008) 48545 

Approval by President Gul of constitution 
reforms rescinding ban on wearing of hijab in 
universities (Feb. 2008) 48427 

Claims by Council of Europe committee over 
effect of solitary confinement of PKK leader 
Abdullah Ocalan (March 2008) 48481 

Closure of gay association Lambda Istanbul 
(May 2008) 48594-95 

Criticism of article on website of directorate of 
religious affairs on role of women (May 2008) 
48594 

Proposal by ruling Justice and Development 
Party (AKP) to lift constitutional ban on wear- 
ing of Islamic headscarf in universities (Jan. 
2008) 48374-75 

Report on proposed amendment to Article 301 
of Penal Code on “insulting Turkishness” 
(Jan. 2008) 48375 

Signing into law of reform of Article 301 of 
Turkish penal code (May 2008) 48594 

Kurdish issues: 

Announcement of investment package for infra- 
structure and irrigation in south-eastern 
region (May 2008) 48595 

Arrest in Italy of senior Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK) member (March 2008) 48480 

Arrest of several soldiers charged with surren- 
dering to PKK (Jan. 2008) 48374 

Car bombing in Diyarbakir (Jan. 2008) 48374 

Clashes in south-eastern Turkey with PKK 
rebels (March 2008) 48480; (May 2008) 
48595 

End of ground offensive in northern Iraq (March 
2008) 48480 

Further air strikes against PKK bases in north- 
ern Iraq (April 2008) 48545; (May 2008) 
48595 

Further bombing of PKK bases in northern Iraq 
(Jan. 2008) 48374 

Ground offensive against Kurdish separatists in 
Zap region of Iraq (Feb. 2008) 48427 

New air and artillery offensive against PKK 
positions in northern Iraq (March 2008) 
48480 

New ground offensive in Sirnak province (May 
2008) 48595 

Pledge of support by Iraqi President for fight 
against PKK (March 2008) 48480 

Sentencing in Diyarbakar of Democratic Society 
Party (DTP) members for “making propagan- 
da” for PKK (March 2008) 48480 

Sentencing in Diyarbakar of prominent Kurdish 
activist (April 2008) 48545 

Sentencing of suspected female suicide bomber 
in Adana (April 2008) 48545 

Political parties: 

Agreement by Constitutional Court to hear case 
calling for dissolution of ruling Justice and 
Development Party (AKP) for anti-secular 
policies (March 2008) 48480 


TURKEY (contd) 
Election of Suleyman Soylu as chairman of 
Democrat Party (Jan. 2008) 48375 
President Erdogan to form new party if AKP 
ruled unconstitutional (May 2008) 48594 
Resignation of Nurettin Demirtas as chairman 
of pro-Kurdish Democratic Society Party 
(DTP) (April 2008) 48545 
Security: 
Arrest of 13 members of ultra-nationalist 
Ergenekon organisation (Jan. 2008) 48374 
Arrest of 25 suspected members of al-Qaida 
network (Jan. 2008) 48374 
Arrest of further members of ultra-nationaiist 
Ergenekon for inciting armed revolt (March 
2008) 48481 
Arrest of further suspect in connection with car 
bomb in Diyarbakir (Feb. 2008) 48428 
Arrest of more than 40 suspected members of 
Hezbollah (Jan. 2008) 48374 
Arrest of three members of outlawed Revolu- 
tionary People’s Liberation Party-Front (DHKP- 
C) on suspicion of plotting assassination of 
Prime Minister Erdogan (March 2008) 48480 
Arrests and injuries during banned May Day 
rally in Istanbul (May 2008) 48595 
Charges against members of ultra-nationalist 
Ergenekon for inciting armed revolt (Feb. 
2008) 48428 
Simultaneous police raids and arrest of 45 
suspected members of al-Qaida (April 2008) 
48545 
Social issues: 
New law restricting sale of alcohol and ciga- 
rettes (May 2008) 48594 
Statistics on population (Jan. 2008) 48375 
Trials: 
Conviction of four members of Hezbollah for car 
bomb in Diyarbakir (Feb. 2008) 48427 
Conviction of university professor for insulting 
Ataturk (Jan. 2008) 48375 
Release in Van of eight soldiers arrested for 
surrendering to PKK in ambush (Feb. 2008) 
48427 
Resumption of trial of 18 people for murder of 
journalist Hrank Dink (Feb. 2008) 48427 
Sentencing of Islamist lawyer Alparsian Arslan 
for 2006 assassination of senior judge (Feb. 
2008) 48427-28 
Sentencing of PKK member for possession of 
explosives (Jan. 2008) 48374 


TURKMENISTAN 
Appointments: 

Annamuhammet Gochyev as finance minister 
(April 2008) 48532 

Chary Hojamuradov as prosecutor general 
(March 2008) 48474 

Gulmurad Muradov as minister of culture (Jan. 
2008) 48358 

Gurbanmurad Gurbanmuradov as minister of 
economics (Feb. 2008) 48411 

Gurbanmurad Hanguliyev as minister of motor 
transport (Jan. 2008) 48358 

Guvanchmurad Goklenov as chairman of 
Central Bank (April 2008) 48532 

Hojamurad Geldimuradov as minister of finance 
(Feb. 2008) 48411 

Cabinet: 

Changes (Jan. 2008) 48358; (April 2008) 

48532-33 
Constitution: 

Decree by president forming commission to 
draft new edition of constitution (April 2008) 
48533 

Proposal to abolish Halk Maslahaty (People’s 
Council) and transfer powers to Majlis (May 
2008) 48585 

Cultural issues: 

Removal of gold-plated statue of Niyazov to 

suburb of Ashgabat (May 2008) 48585 
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TURKMENISTAN (contd) 

Replacement of celebrations of late President 
Niyazov's birthday by “Flag Day” (Jan. 2008) 
48358 

Restoration of traditional names of months and 
days of the week (April 2008) 48533 

Resumption of opera and circus performances 
(Jan. 2008) 48358 

Dismissals: 

Central Bank chairman Geldumurad Abilov 
(April 2008) 48532 

Prosecutor General Muhammet Ogsukov 
(March 2008) 48474 

Economy: 

Huge rise in price of petrol (Feb. 2008) 48411 
Energy: 

Offer to export gas to EU (April 2008) 48533 
EU: 

Memorandum of understanding on energy sup- 
plies (May 2008) 48585 

Media: 

Dismissal of 30 employees at state television 
channel after appearance of cockroach on 
studio table (Feb. 2008) 48411 


U 


UGANDA 
Disaster: 

Deaths of nearly 20 children in fire in school 

dormitory (March 2008) 48505 
Security: 

Agreement on system for war crimes trials (Feb. 
2008) 48394 

Apparent disagreements within the Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) (April 2008) 48505 

Collapse of peace talks with LRA after dis- 
missal by Kony of chief negotiator (April 
2008) 48504-05 

Signing of agreements with Lord’s Resistance 
Army allowing for reintegration (Feb. 2008) 
48394 

Statement by President Museveni on trial of 
LRA leaders by traditional justice system 
rather than International Criminal Court 
(ICC) (March 2008) 48450 

Trials: 

Sentencing of former army commander Maj.- 
Gen. James Kazini for causing “financial 
loss” (March 2008) 48450 

War crimes: 

Instigation of special court to deal with human 
rights violations during LRA insurgency (May 
2008) 48569 

Unsealing by ICC of arrest warrants for Joseph 


Kony and other LRA leaders (May 2008) 48569 


UKRAINE 
Cabinet: 

New legislation confirming appointment of for- 
eign and defence ministries by president 
(May 2008) 48593 

Economy: 

Tensions within coalition over privatisation pro- 

gramme and other policies (May 2008) 48592 
Elections: 

Mayoral 

Kiev (May 2008) 48593 
Energy: 

Acquisition by Gazprom of stake in Ukraine's 
gas distribution business (March 2008) 
48478 

Contract with intermediary company 
RosUkrEnergo for gas supplies (April 2008) 
48548 

Further dispute with Russia over payment to 
Gazprom for natural gas (March 2008) 
48477-78 

New dispute with Russia over payment for natu- 
ral gas and threat by Gazprom to cut sup- 
plies (Feb. 2008) 48424 


UKRAINE (contd) 
Talks with European Commission (EC) on 
European energy security (Jan. 2008) 48376 
Foreign relations: 
Russia 
Demand for explanation of disparaging 
remarks by President Putin (April 2008) 
48548 
Swift opposition to Ukraine’s approach to 
NATO (Jan. 2008) 48376 
Tension over remarks by mayor of Moscow 
on status of port of Sevastopol (May 
2008) 48592-93 
USA 
Visit of President George W. Bush (April 
2008) 48548 
NATO: 
Formal request for membership (Jan. 2008) 48376 
Opposition of Party of Regions and other par- 
ties to NATO membership (April 2008) 48548 
Prime Minister: 
Signs of split within ruling “orange” coalition 
(May 2008) 48592 
Security: 
Altercation between interior minister and mayor 
of Kiev (Jan. 2008) 48376 
Trade: 
Accession to World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
(Feb. 2008) 48424 
Agreement to cut import tariffs to average of 5 
per cent (Feb. 2008) 48424 
Expectation of accession to WTO in February 
(Jan. 2008) 48376 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (UAE) 
Abu Dhabi: 
Start of construction of world’s first zero-carbon 
city at Masdar (Feb. 2008) 48442 
Cabinet: 
Reshuffle (Feb. 2008) 48442 
Defence: 
Agreement on military co-operation with France 
(Jan. 2008) 48380-81 
Dubai: 
Naming of Hamdan bin Mohammed as crown 
prince (Feb. 2008) 48442 
Foreign relations: 
France 
Visit by President Nicolas Sarkozy (Jan. 
2008) 48380-81 
UK 
Agreement on co-operation in peaceful uses 
of nuclear energy (May 2008) 48612 
USA 
Visit by President George W. Bush (Jan. 
2008) 48382 
Nuclear issues: 
Agreement with France on development of civil- 
ian nuclear energy (Jan. 2008) 48380-81 
Plan for organisation of construction of civilian 
nuclear power facilities (March 2008) 48498 


UNITED KINGDOM 
Appointment: 

Margaret Beckett as chair of parliamentary 
intelligence and security committee (Jan. 
2008) 48369 

Cabinet: 
Reshuffle (Jan. 2008) 48368 
Community issues: 

Assertion by Bishop of Rochester Michael 
Nazir-Ali of “no-go” areas for non-Muslims 
(Jan. 2008) 48370 

Discrimination against armed forces personnel 
wearing uniform to be criminal offence (May 
2008) 48602 

Remarks by Archbishop of Canterbury on likeli- 
hood of adoption of aspects of Islamic sharia 
law (Feb. 2008) 48429 

Report on incident of forced marriages (March 
2008) 48486 


UNITED KINGDOM (contd) 

Statistics on employment of ethnic minorities 
(Jan. 2008) 48370 

Statistics on recorded “anti-Semitic race hate 
incidents” (Feb. 2008) 48431 

Conservative party: 

Controversy over donations made to treasury 
spokesman George Osborne (Jan. 2008) 
48368 

Withdrawal of party whip from Bob Spink for 
accusation against party of “political dishon- 
esty” (March 2008) 48486 

Withdrawal of party whip from Derek Conway 
for improperly paying son from public funds 
(Jan. 2008) 48368 

Constitution: 

Introduction of constitutional renewal bill (March 

2008) 48485 
Court of appeal: 

Quashing of convictions of student for posses- 
sion of material from pro-jihad websites (Feb. 
2008) 48429 

Rejection of appeal against “unduly lenient” 
sentence on Sohail Qureshi (April 2008) 
48539 

Upholding of appeal against extradition to 
Jordan by radical Muslim cleric Abu Qatada 
(April 2008) 48539 

Upholding of application by man claiming to be 
illegitimate son of Princess Margaret to see 
will (Feb. 2008) 48430-31 

Upholding of convictions of four men for July 21, 
2005 London bombings (April 2008) 48539 

Cultural issues: 

Confirmation of abandonment of plans for “super- 
casino” in Manchester (Feb. 2008) 48431 

Submission of review of UK citizenship with pro- 
posals on “Britishness” (March 2008) 48485 

Defence: 

Announcement of compensation for unethical 
experiments at Porton Down chemical 
research station (Jan. 2008) 48370 

Disclosure of statistics on lost or stolen military 
ID cards (March 2008) 48485 

Loss of laptop holding details of armed forces 
recruits (Jan. 2008) 48370 

Rejection by ministry of defence for grounding 
of all RAF Nimrod reconnaissance aircraft 
(May 2008) 48602 

Ruling on scope of remarks by coroners in 
inquests of military personnel (March 2008) 
48486 

Diana, Princess of Wales: 

Reluctant acceptance of verdicts by 
Mohammed Fayed (April 2008) 48540 
Summing up by judge at inquest dismissing 

claim of murder (March 2008) 48487 

Testimony by former head of MI6 external intelli- 
gence service (Feb. 2008) 48431 

Verdicts of unlawful killing on Diana, Princess of 
Wales, and Dodi Fayed due to negligence by 
driver and pursuit by paparazzi (April 2008) 
48540 

Drugs: 

Announcement of partial reversal of decriminali- 

sation of cannabis (May 2008) 48602 
ECHR: 

Ruling on detention in 2001 of Iraqi Kurd apply- 
ing for political asylum (Jan. 2008) 48369 

Suit by 11 foreign nationals held without trial 
under Anti-Terrorism Act of 2001 (May 2008) 
48601-02 

Economy: 

Announcement of concessions on controversial 
capital gains tax changes (Jan. 2008) 48370 

Announcement of intention to implement contro- 
versial levy on non-domiciled foreigners 
(March 2008) 48486 

Announcement of second term for Bank of 
England governor Mervyn King (Jan. 2008) 
48369 
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UNITED KINGDOM (contd) 
Budget statement for 2008-09 (March 2008) 
48486 
Cost of £2.7 billion of measures to remedy abo- 
lition of 10 per cent tax band (May 2008) 
48600 
Cuts in Bank of England base interest rate 
(Feb. 2008) 48429; (April 2008) 48538 
Expression of confidence in ability of economy 
to weather global credit crisis (March 2008) 
48486 
Increase in minimum wage (March 2008) 48486 
Increasing opposition to abolition of 10 per cent 
tax rate without compensation for low earn- 
ers (March 2008) 48486 
Major policy reversal to compensate those 
adversely affected by abolition of 10 per cent 
tax rate (April 2008) 48538; (May 2008) 
48600 
National teachers’ strike in protest at pay award 
(April 2008) 48540 
Elections: 
By-election 
Heavy defeat for Labour party in previously 
safe seat of Crewe and Nantwich (May 
2008) 48601 
Greater London Assembly (May 2008) 48601 
Local council (May 2008) 48601 
London mayoral (May 2008) 48600-01 
Study into vulnerability of postal voting system 
(April 2008) 48540 
Energy: 
Application to build new coal-fired power station 
in Kent (Jan. 2008) 48369 
Compulsory inclusion of proportion of biofuel in 
vehicle fuels (April 2008) 48540 
Publication of White Paper and draft bill on 
electricity generation from nuclear and 
renewable sources (Jan. 2008) 48369 
Statistics on fall in coal production (Jan. 2008) 
48369 
EU: 
Council of Europe report on potential for elec- 
toral fraud in postal voting (Jan. 2008) 48370 
Grant of permission to Conservative party 
donor to seek judicial review of government's 
refusal to hold referendum on Lisbon treaty 
(May 2008) 48602 
Passage of second reading of bill ratifying EU 
reform treaty (Jan. 2008) 48370 
Foreign relations: 
France 
State visit by President Nicolas Sarkozy and 
his wife (March 2008) 48486 
Israel 
Leaked records on non-execution in 2005 of 
arrest warrant against Maj.-Gen. Doron 
Almog (Feb. 2008) 48431 
Russia 
Request for extradition to Russia of busi- 
nessman on fraud charges (Jan. 2008) 
48370 
Tracking of Russian naval manoeurves in 
Atlantic (Jan. 2008) 48369-70 
Withdrawal of appeal against refusal to 
extradite Andrei Azarov on money-laun- 
dering charges (Feb. 2008) 48431 
Spain 
Dropping of extradition request for two 
Guantanamo detainees (March 2008) 
48485 
USA 
Grant of appeal to former Morgan Crucible 
chief executive against extradition to USA 
under controversial extradition treaty 
(March 2008) 48486 
Sentencing after plea bargaining of “NatWest 
Three” (Feb. 2008) 48431 
Health: 
Case in Scotland of extremely drug resistant 
tuberculosis (March 2008) 48487 


Subject index 


UNITED KINGDOM (contd) 
House of Commons: 

Announcement of major review of MPs’ expens- 
es (Feb. 2008) 48430 

Censure of speaker Michael Martin over 
expenses claim (Feb. 2008) 48430 

Court appeal by speaker against publication of 
allowances received by 14 prominent MPs 
(March 2008) 48485 

Decision not to prosecute former Conservative 
MP Derek Conway for misuse of allowances 
(March 2008) 48485 

Failure of Conservative amendment to force a 
referendum on EU reform treaty (March 
2008) 48485 

Ruling by Information Tribunai on publication of 
second-home allowances of 14 MPs (May 
2008) 48601 

Vote on increase in MPs’ salaries (Jan. 2008) 
48370 

Immigration and asylum: 

Anecdotal evidence of return home of many 
Polish workers (May 2008) 48602 

Arrest of 25 Romanian Roma suspected of traf- 
ficking children for street robbery (Jan. 2008) 
48369 

Ban on applications from non-EU junior doctors 
for training (Feb. 2008) 48430 

Consultation paper on new system for “earned 
citizenship” for non-EU immigrants (Feb. 
2008) 48430 

Report by House of Lords on claimed economic 
benefits of net immigration (April 2008) 48539 

Ruling against government ban on NHS treat- 
ment for failed asylum seekers (April 2008) 
48539 

Ruling against government withdrawal of settle- 
ment rights due to change in immigration 
rules (April 2008) 48539 

Ruling on repatriation of unaccompanied chil- 
dren (Jan. 2008) 48369 

Speech by chairman of Commission for Equality 
and Human Rights on debate on immigration 
(April 2008) 48539 

Statistics on applications for political asylum 
(Feb. 2008) 48430; (May 2008) 48602 

Statistics on grants of citizenship to persons 
from Asia and Africa (May 2008) 48602 

Statistics on work applications from ex-commu- 
nist EU states (May 2008) 48602 

Inquiry: 

High court ruling that Serious Fraud Office 
abandonment of inquiry into BAE systems 
was unlawful (April 2008) 48540 

Labour Party: 

Appointment of David Pitt-Watson as general 
secretary (March 2008) 48486 

Decision by David Pitt-Watson not to take up 
appointment as general secretary (May 
2008) 48600 

Inquiry by Metropolitan Police into donations 
during deputy leadership campaign (Jan. 
2008) 48368 

No investigation into donations to Commons 
leader Harriet Harman (April 2008) 48540 

Law and legislation: 

Outline by Prime Minister Brown of legislative 
programme for 2008-09 parliamentary ses- 
sion (May 2008) 48600 

Publication of latest anti-terrorism bill providing 
pre-trial detention of 42 days (Jan. 2008) 
48368 

London: 

Resignation of mayor’s chief race relations 
adviser after publication of lewd emails 
(March 2008) 48486 

Victory for Conservative Boris Johnson in may- 
oral election (May 2008) 48600-01 

London suicide bombings: 

Conviction of four men in connection with failed 

July 21, 2005, bombings (Feb. 2008) 48429 
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UNITED KINGDOM (contd) 


Trial of three men on charges of conspiring with 
July 7, 2005, bombers (April 2008) 48539 
Upholding by Court of Appeal of convictions of 
four men for July 21, 2005, London bomb- 

ings (April 2008) 48539 


Revelation by John Prescott MP in memoirs of 
bulimia (April 2008) 48540 


Northern Rock bank crisis: 


Announcement of business plan for bank 
(March 2008) 48486 

Announcement of plan to maintain bank as 
viable business (Jan. 2008) 48369 

Bill to enable nationalisation after failure to 
secure private-sector take-over (Feb. 2008) 
48429 

Indignation at payoff and pension entitlement of 
chief executive Adam Applegarth (March 
2008) 48486 


Nuclear issues: 


Publication of White Paper and draft bill on 
building new nuclear power stations (Jan. 
2008) 48369 


Obituary: 


Dunwoody, Gwyneth (MP for Crewe and 
Nantwich) (April 2008) 48540 


Political parties: 


Confirmation of split in Respect, the Unity 
Coalition (Jan. 2008) 48370 


Prime Minister: 


Decision to meet Dalai Lama during visit to 
London on May (March 2008) 48486 

Decision not to attend opening ceremony of 
Olympic Games (April 2008) 48540 

Meeting with Dalai Lama (May 2008) 48602 

Record low opinion poll ratings after heavy 
election defeats in London and municipal 
elections (May 2008) 48600 

Visit to USA to develop bilateral relations (April 
2008) 48540 


Religious issues: 


Launch in New York by former Prime Minister 
Tony Blair of Faith Foundation (May 2008) 
48602 


Work and pensions secretary Peter Hain (Jan. 
2008) 48368 


Royal family: 


Confirmation of presence of Prince Harry on 
active service in Afghanistan (Feb. 2008) 
48411; 48431 


Sark: 


Abolition of feudal political system (Feb. 2008) 
48431 
New constitution (April 2008) 48540 


Scientific research: 


Agreement on free vote on controversial claus- 
es of Human Fertilisation and Embryology 
bill to allow creation of hybrid embryos 
(March 2008) 48487 

Defeat of amendments to Human Fertilisation 
and Embryology bill to ban hybrid embryos 
and creation of “saviour siblings” (May 2008) 
48602 


Scotland: 


Challenge by Scottish Labour leader Wendy 
Alexander to Scottish National Party (SNP) 
to call referendum on independence (May 
2008) 48602 

Charges of perjury against wife of former mem- 
ber of Scottish Parliament Tommy Sheridan 
(Feb. 2008) 48430 

No action to be taken on illegal donations to 
election campaign of Labour leader Wendy 
Alexander (Feb. 2008) 48430 

Scottish Parliament 
Budget (Feb. 2008) 48430 


Security: 


Admission by Home Secretary of feeling unsafe 
in London streets at night (Jan. 2008) 48370 


UNITED KINGDOM (contd) 
Breach of security at Houses of Parliament by 
five people protesting against expansion of 
Heathrow airport (Feb. 2008) 48431 
Disclosure of bugging of Muslim Labour MP 
during visits to a prison (Feb. 2008) 48429 
Major government review of national security 
strategy (March 2008) 48484-85 
Ordering of release on strict bail conditions of 
radical Muslim cleric Abu Qatada (May 2008) 
48601 
Protests during relay of Olympic torch through 
London against China’s policy in Tibet (April 
2008) 48519 
Report by committee of privy councillors on 
acceptability of intercept evidence in prose- 
cutions (Feb. 2008) 48429 
Revised timetable from Home Secretary for 
introduction of ID cards (March 2008) 48485 
Terrorism 
Admission by USA of misleading UK govern- 
ment over use of UK territory for “extraor- 
dinary rendition” (Feb. 2008) 48400-48401 

Allegation of “psychological torture” by 
research student held after downloading 
al-Qaida material on computer (May 
2008) 48602 

Arrest in Exeter of Muslim convert Nicky 
Reilly after partial detonation of nail bomb 
in restaurant (May 2008) 48601 

Arrest of Muslim convert in Bristol for pos- 
session of explosives (April 2008) 48539 

Authorisation of extradition to USA of 
Sheikh Abu Hamza al-Masri (Feb. 2008) 
48429-30 

Charges under Official Secrets Act against 
civil servant for leaking details about US 
“extraordinary rendition” (Jan. 2008) 48368 

Order banning convicted terrorists from early 
parole (March 2008) 48485 

Ordering of removal of Iranian Mujahedeen-i- 
Khalq from list of proscribed organisations 
(May 2008) 48601 

Publication of latest anti-terrorism bill provid- 
ing pre-trial detention of 42 days (Jan. 
2008) 48368 

Rejection of appeal by Algerian pilot for 
compensation for wrongful arrest (May 
2008) 48601 

Ruling on breach of human rights of suspected 
terrorists by freezing of assets without prop- 
er scrutiny (April 2008) 48539 

Ruling by ECHR affecting plans to repatriate 
foreign terrorist suspects (Feb. 2008) 
48429 

Trials: 

Conviction of Khalid Khaliq for possession of al- 
Qaida manual (March 2008) 48485 

Conviction of local councillor of postal vote 
fraud (March 2008) 48486 

Conviction of Mohammed Hamid for organising 
terrorist training camps (Feb. 2008) 48429 

Conviction of several men in connection with 
plot to kidnap and behead Muslim soldier 
(Feb. 2008) 48429 

Government appeal against sentence on Sohail 
Qureshi (Feb. 2008) 48429 

Guilty plea by Saeed Ghafoor to charge of 
threatening attack on shopping complex 
(May 2008) 48602 

Opening of trial of eight UK Muslims on charges 
of plotting suicide bombings on trans-Atlantic 
airliners (April 2008) 48539 

Sentencing of brother of Glasgow airport sui- 
cide bomber for withholding knowledge of 
plot (April 2008) 48539 

Sentencing of former mayor of Peterborough for 
postal and proxy vote fraud (April 2008) 48540 

Sentencing of Mohammed Hamid and Atilla 
Ahmet for organising terrorist training camps 
(March 2008) 48485 


UNITED KINGDOM (contd) 

Sentencing of Pakistani dentist on terrorism 
charges (Jan. 2008) 48368 

Sentencing of six Muslim converts for inciting 
and financing terrorism (April 2008) 48539 

Suit by eight former Guantanamo Bay 
detainees against UK government for com- 
plicity in abduction (April 2008) 48539 

Two men charged with plot to kidnap and 
behead Muslim soldier (Jan. 2008) 48368-69 

War in Afghanistan: 

Report on cost of operation in next financial 

year (March 2008) 48486 
War in Iraq: 

Admission of human rights breaches in treat- 
ment of Iraqi civilians held by UK forces 
(March 2008) 48486 

Admission of some individual cases of abuse of 
Iraqi civilians by UK troops (Jan. 2008) 
48369 

Announcement of public inquiry into death of 
Iraqi civilian Baha Musa in UK military cus- 
tody (May 2008) 48602 

Call for investigation into allegations of sexual 
abuse of Iraqi workers in UK embassy (May 
2008) 48602 

Controversy over rejection of applications for 
residence by Iraqi interpreters (Jan. 2008) 
48369 

Order for publication of minutes of cabinet 
meetings held before invasion of Iraq (Feb. 
2008) 48430 

Rejection of appeal by mothers of two UK sol- 
diers for public inquiry into legality of war 
(April 2008) 48539 

Rejection of attempt to force a public inquiry 
into decision to invade Iraq (March 2008) 
48486 

Rejection of request to release report on Iraq's 
supposed possession of weapons of mass 
destruction (WMD) (Jan. 2008) 48369 

Release of 2002 report by government official 


on weapons of mass destruction in Iraq (Feb. 


2008) 48430 

Report on cost of operation in next financial 
year (March 2008) 48486 

Ruling on possible breach of soldiers’ rights if 
sent into combat with defective equipment 
(April 2008) 48539 


UNITED NATIONS 
Appointments: 

Sir John Holmes to head food crisis task force 

(April 2008) 48555 
Commission on the Limits of the Continental 
Shelf (CLCS): 

Antarctica 

Extension of Australian control (April 2008) 
48557-58 

Ascension Island 

Lodging of claim to seabed by UK (May 
2008) 48602 

Falkland Islands/Malvinas (May 2008) 48602 

Rockall 
Impending UK application (May 2008) 48602 

Conference on Trade and Development 

(UNCTAD): 

Adoption of Accra Accord commiting members 
to extension of benefits of globalisation (April 
2008) 48558 

Corruption: 

Report from UN Office of Internal Oversight 
Services (OIOS) Procurement Task Force 
(PTF) on bribery of UN officials (Jan. 2008) 
48385 

Energy efficiency: 

Conference in Geneva to strengthen co-opera- 

tion on energy efficiency (May 2008) 48613 
General Assembly: 

Address by Pope Benedict XVI on responsibility 

to protect human rights (April 2008) 48556 


UNITED NATIONS (contd) 
Human rights: 

Annual report of Amnesty International (May 

2008) 48613 
Human Rights Council (UNHRC): 

Criticism by Secretary-General of selective con- 
demnation of member states (March 2008) 
48498 

Elections to Council for three-year terms (May 
2008) 48613 

Warning by Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon 
over interference with work of the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR) 
(March 2008) 48498 

Millennium Development Goals: 
Report on reduction of infant and maternal mor- 
tality (April 2008) 48556 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues: 
Session in New York (April 2008) 48556 
Population: 

Statistics on world population and growth of 

urban population (Feb. 2008) 48445 
Secretary-General: 

Announcement by Ban Ki Moon of multi-agency 
task force to work on global food crisis (April 
2008) 48555-56 

Security Council: 

Appeal to Eritrea to stop obstructing UN 
Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) 
relocation (Feb. 2008) 48398 

Resolution 1795 
To renew mandates of UN Operation in Cote 

d'Ivoire (UNOCI) and French support 
forces (Jan. 2008) 48341 

Resolution 1796 

To extend mandate of UN Mission in Nepal 
(UNMIN) (Jan. 2008) 48353 

Resolution 1797 

Authorising assistance in forthcoming elec- 
tions in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) by the UN Organisation Mission in 
the DRC (MONUC) (Jan. 2008) 48341 

Resolution 1798 
To extend mandate of UNMEE (Jan. 2008) 

48341 

Resolution 1799 

To extend arms embargo against armed 
groups in the DRC (Feb. 2008) 48395 

Resolution 1800 

To allow temporary appointment of more at 
litem judges to International Criminal 
Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) 
for trials in Serbia (Feb. 2008) 48423 

Resolution 1801 
To authorise maintenance by AU of AMISOM 

mission to Somalia (Feb. 2008) 48393 

Resolution 1802 

To extend mandate of UN Integrated Mission 
in East Timor (UNMIT) (Feb. 2008) 48418 

Resolution 1803 

To impose further sanctions on Iran for 
refusal to halt uranium enrichment (March 
2008) 48492-93 

Resolution 1804 

Expression of grave concern at continued 
presence of armed militias in the DRC 
(March 2008) 48449 

Resolution 1805 

To extend mandate of counter-terrorism 
committee executive directorate (CTED) 
(March 2008) 48499 

Resolution 1806 

To extend mandate of UN Assistance 
Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) (March 
2008) 48472 

Resolution 1807 

To extend arms embargo and related sanc- 
tions in the DRC (April 2008) 48505 

Resolution 1808 

To extend mandate of UN Observer Mission 
in Georgia (UNOMIG) (April 2008) 48546 
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UNITED NATIONS (contd) 
Resolution 1809 
To enhance co-operation between UN and 
AU (April 2008) 48511 
Resolution 1810 
To extend mandate of 1540 Committee on 
monitoring nuclear, chemical, and biologi- 
cal weapons (April 2008) 48558 
Resolution 1811 
To extend mandate of arms embargo moni- 
toring group in Somalia (April 2008) 48505 
Resolution 1812 
To commend work of UN Mission in Sudan 
(UNMIS) in support of comprehensive 
peace agreement in Sudan (April 2008) 
48506-07 
Resolution 1813 
To extend mandate of UN Mission for the 
Referendum in Western Sahara (MINUR- 
SO) (April 2008) 48555 
Resolution 1814 
Expression of support for UN Secretary- 
General Ban Ki Moon’s “integrated strategy 
in Somalia (May 2008) 48565 
Violence against women: 
Launch of campaign to end violence against 
women (Feb. 2008) 48445 
World Intellectual Property Organisation 
(WIPO): 
Statistics on complaints alleging abusive regis- 
tration of trademarks on the Internet (March 
2008) 48501 


” 


UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND (UNICEF) 
Report: 
The State of the World's Children focusing on 
child mortality (Jan. 2008) 48385 
Water: 
Data on access to water worldwide (March 
2008) 48499 


UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
(UNDP) 
Korea, North: 
US report on shortcomings (Jan. 2008) 48361 


UNITED NATIONS FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
ORGANISATION (FAO) 
Conference: 

Discussion with European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) on 
increasing European agricultural land (March 
2008) 48500 

Food Outlook: 

Expected record global cost of imported food 

(May 2008) 48614 
Food price index: 

Slight fall due to expected good global wheat 

harvest (May 2008) 48613-14 
Global food crisis: 

Call for funds to buy seeds for farmers in poor 

countries (April 2008) 48555-56 


UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
REFUGEES (UNHCR) 
High Commissioner: 
Resignation of Louise Arbour at end of single 
term (March 2008) 48498-99 


UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 
(UNHRC) 
Review: 
Examination of records of 16 countries (April 
2008) 48556 


UNITED NATIONS WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME 
(WFP) 
Food aid: 
Appeal to donor governments for extra funding 
for food aid (March 2008) 48499 
Call for donors to make up shortfall in funding 
(April 2008) 48555 


Subject index 


UNITED NATIONS WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME 
(WFP) (contd) 
Warning on food inflation and production short- 
falls (March 2008) 48499 
Warning on shortage of funds and possibility of 
rationing (Feb. 2008) 48445 


UNITED STATES 
Agriculture: 

Approval for human consumption of meat and 
milk from cloned animals (Jan. 2008) 48344 
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